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THE JOURNALISM EDUCATION ASSOCIATION SUPPORTS FREE AND RESPONSIBLE 
SCHOLASTIC JOURNALISM BY PROVIDING RESOURCES AND EDUCATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES, BY PROMOTING PROFESSIONALISM, BY ENCOURAGING AND 
REWARDING STUDENT EXCELLENCE AND TEACHER ACHIEVEMENT, AND BY FOSTERING AN 

ATMOSPHERE THAT ENCOMPASSES DIVERSITY YET BUILDS UNITY.

BY BRADLEY WILSON, MJE
In some ways, not much has changed.
In the fall of 1967, Elwood Karwand, JEA executive secretary, wrote in the 

first issue of Communication: Journalism Education Today, “As you read this 
first issue, I urge you to consider what it represents in planning, preparation and 
prayer. Without all three, it would never have been printed.”

Whether it’s preparing a web page or a spread in the magazine, the content is 
a team effort and a resource for all JEA members. That hasn’t changed.

And the magazine’s first editor, Virginia Woodring, wrote, “The magazine is 
the realization of a dream for journalism leaders who recognize the need for a 
discussion forum for teachers in the journalism, English, speech, social science, 
art, publications and audiovisual areas.”

That there’s a need for a discussion forum for journalism teachers and 
scholastic media advisers is still without debate.

However, as JEA pushes to stay on top of the profession, other aspects of 
providing content to members have evolved. Since 1996, JEA has had no fewer 
than five major revisions to its primary website, jea.org. Thousands of JEA 
members have made use of the JEAHELP email distribution list, often called 
“the Listserv.” The organization has a thriving presence on social media. 
Coverage has moved from how to paste up a newspaper to how to use artificial 
intelligence in the classroom.

Inevitably, the media JEA provides its members will continue to evolve, but 
there are lessons to learn from the last 100 years. 

RESOURCES:

JEA historical reports are 
available on the JEA website 
— https://jea.org/wp/home/
about-jea/reports/

LEADING THE WAY IN SCHOLASTIC JOURNALISM AND MEDIA EDUCATION SINCE 1924

Prior to 1974, when JEA began 
using this logo, JEA publications 
contained no common logo.

JEA began using this logo 
in 2000 after the 75th 
anniversary.

JEA began using this logo 
after approval by the board 
in the fall of 2011.
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S 4different news publications 
printed for JEA members 

since 1945
including NAJD Digest, JEA Digest, J-bEAt 

and NewsWire

 

30
volumes of NewsWire 

published
from the fall of 1973 until  

the summer of 2003

 

11
webmasters

Jan Hansel, Mary Lu Foreman, Jake 
Palenske, Brent Gray, Ben Stamey, 
Josh Bassett, Bradley Wilson, Arthi 

Subramanian, Chris Cox, Kate Dubiel and 
Lindsay Porter

 

11
editors of JEA news 

publications since 1945
Homer A. Post, Lee Pursley, Elizabeth 

Ahlgren, Larry Lain, Susan Tantillo, Ron 
Hayes, Nancy Hall, H.L. Hall, Judy Babb, 

Carol Lange, Bradley Wilson

 

6
editors of JEA’s periodical, 
Communication: Journalism 
Education Today since 1967

1967-1974 — Virginia Woodring
1974-1976 — Dorothy McPhillips

1976-1980 — Betty Stanley and Marjorie Wilson
1980-1982 — Dorothy McPhillips
1982-1997 — Molly J. Clemons

1998-present — Bradley Wilson

4,412
pages of C:JET magazine 

published since spring 1998
with an average of 42 pages/issue

 

1,660
contributors to C:JET 

magazine since spring 1998
an average of 16/issue for more than 

830 stories

 

IN-HOUSE MEDIA INFORM, EDUCATE MEMBERS

JEA leads the way
 The political scientist and author 

of Democracy in America (1840), Alexis de 
Tocqueville, spoke often on the importance 
of communication even as he studied asso-
ciations in a young America. He observed 
the importance of the press in nurturing the 
associations that gave life to the evolving 
American democracy.

“A newspaper can drop the same thought 
into a thousand minds at the same moment,” 
he wrote in Book 2, Chapter 6. “To suppose 
that they only serve to protect freedom would 
be to diminish their importance: they main-
tain civilization.”

The news publications for JEA evolved in 
name, if not in mission, starting with National 
Association of Journalism Directors Digest, first 
published in 1945. While no copies of the 
first nine volumes exist, in 1953, Lee Pursley 
became editor, publishing three pages created 
on a typewriter.

That first issue focused on creating teacher 
certification, a discussion of journalism teach-
er training and “what’s a master teacher.”

Price Robinson, president of what was then 
called National Association of Journalism 
Directors, wrote in a Page 1 column, “Anything 
that this issue lacks is due to those of you who 
have not contributed to its success. In other 
words, Lee is asking, yeah, pleading, for items, 
chitchat or articles of professional import. 
What is your fellow teacher doing? We would 
like to know, via these pages — so scribble 
Lee a note.”

The NAJD Digest became the JEA Digest in 
1964 when NAJD became JEA. Then the pub-
lication was renamed J-bEAt in 1967.

NEW MAGAZINE A CLASSROOM ADJUNCT
In addition to the three issues of the news 

publication distributed per academic year at 
the time, members received a printed mem-
bership directory and an annual report. But 
that wasn’t enough. None of those publica-
tions provided an outlet for continuing edu-
cation. So, in the fall of 1967, Communication: 
Journalism Education Today was published for 
the first time.

JEA President Ruth Marie Griggs wrote in 
that same issue, “The origin of this magazine 
came from two national leaders whose fore-
sight and vitality have sparked the progress 
of JEA in recent years. During his presidency, 
Harold Cantor of North St. Paul, Minnesota, 
urged the establishment of a magazine as part 
of the expansion program of our organiza-
tion. In her work as head of the JEA national 
Curriculum Commission, Sister Mary Ann 
Christine, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, saw the need 
for a magazine devoted largely to informa-
tion on teaching effective communication. 
Their dreams have become a reality through 
the unflagging efforts of Virginia Woodring of 
Springfield, Missouri, who accepted the maga-
zine editorship early last spring.”

In a column on the inside front cover 
of that first issue, JEA Executive Secretary 
Elwood Karwand wrote, “This magazine has 
been dear to the hearts of many of us in 
the Journalism Education Association, but 
the real work has been done by Virginia 
Woodring, Sister Mary Ann Christine, Ruth 
Marie Griggs and their dedicated followers. 
It is another step toward that goal of improv-
ing the journalism programs throughout the 
country.”

Keeping to the mission of providing edu-
cational material for teachers, that first issue 
contained 40 pages of articles on everything 
from poetry and journalism  to films in the 
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You must sell, sell, sell

By Sam Attlesey / The Dallas 

Morning News 

 AUSTIN - Last-minute 

jockeying by candidates 

marked Friday’s deadline to 

run in the spring primaries as 

Republicans sought to make 

further political inroads and 

Democrats vowed to stay com-

petitive.

 The fields are now complete 

for statewide, congressional, 

legislative and courthouse 

contests. Early voting for the 

March 10 Democratic and 

Republican primaries begins 

Feb. 23.

 Republicans hold 21 of the 

29 statewide offices in Texas, 

and some party leaders believe 

the GOP can sweep all of the 

offices this year.

 State Republican Party 

leader Susan Weddington said 

the GOP lineup - headed by 

Gov. George W. Bush - is “by 

far the strongest in our party’s 

history.” She said the candi-

dates represent the “conserva-

tive values and principles that 

have long defined Texas.”

 Democratic Party Chair-

man Bill White, whose party 

15 years ago held virtually 

all statewide offices in Texas, 

said he is optimistic about the 

upcoming campaigns.

 “With strong candidates 

statewide, renewed energy 

at the grass roots and popu-

lar appeal on our issues, the 

Democratic Party will show 

surprising strength,” he said.

 In the day’s major devel-

opment, former Secretary of 

State Tony Garza abandoned 

his bid for land commissioner 

and declared instead as a GOP 

candidate for the Texas Rail-

road Commission.

 “I want to serve Texas and 

help strengthen and broaden 

the Republican Party,” said 

Mr. Garza, who was one of Mr. 

Bush’s chief advisers. “It ap-

pears my best opportunity to do 

this is ru
nning for the Railroad 

Commission.”

 Associates of Mr. Garza said 

his decision to switch races was 

largely financial.

 Republicans have said that 

wealthy Houston businessman 

David Dewhurst is 
willing to 

spend as much as $3 million of 

his own money to win the GOP 

nomination for land commis-

sioner. Mr. Dewhurst already 

has run TV commercials pro-

moting his campaign, the first 

candidate to air such ads.

 Two other Republicans, 

state Sen. Jerry Patterson of 

Pasadena and retired Air Force 

pilot Don Loucks of Bastrop, 

said they were staying in the 

race.

 “Money can’t buy you love 

or a statewide political office,” 

said Mr. Patterson.

 The lone Democrat to file 

for land commissioner was 

state Rep. Richard Raymond 

of Benavides.

 The land office - which 

oversees the state’s public 

lands and some veterans pro-

grams - is being vacated by 

four-term incumbent Garry 

Mauro, who was the only 

Democratic candidate to file 

for governor.

 Mr. Bush drew one GOP 

opponent, political newcomer 

R.C. Crawford, a highway 

contractor from Round Rock.

 The winners of the pri-

maries will advance to the 

No 
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INSIDE.

USING FACEBOOK
Educators need to make use of 

Facebook as a place where today’s 
students live. Includes sample 

policies plus tips and exercises for 
classroom use.

TOP STORIES
The top stories of 2011, based on a 
survey of JEA members, included 

the death of Osama bin Laden 
and the final launch of the space 

shuttle.
A PUBLICATION OF THE JOURNALISM 

EDUCATION ASSOCIATION.

Communication: Journalism Education Today — 1968, 1996, 1998 and 2012
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jeasprc.org 
Oct. 25, 2009

JEA Scholastic Press 
Rights Commission 
registered  
jeasprc.org on April 21, 
2009, and began pub-
lishing material online 
that May.

JOHN BOWEN, 
MJE, Scholastic 
Press Rights 
Commission 
chair, fall 2009 
semiannual 
report: Since its 
start in September, 
commission 
members Fern 
Valentine, Matt 
Schott, Carrie 
Faust, Candace 
Bowen and John 
Bowen have posted 
to the commission 
blog, www.jeasprc.
org. We would like 
to continue to post 
daily and encourage 
more commission 
members to 
participate. 
The number of 
people visiting 
and commenting 
on the blog has 
increased, but we 
need to draw more 
attention to it. 

classroom to the “World of Multi Media.” 
In his article “Things I Like in High School 

Newspapers,” Paul Swensson, executive director 
of The Newspaper Fund, wrote, “Young editors 
are placing the accent on the first syllable when 
they say and think NEWSpaper.” He emphasized 
quality writing. “Young people, regardless of 
their who or where, are discovering that words 
can do things. Words can inform, persuade and 
produce results. And for some young writers and 
editors, words also can sing, dance, shout and 
stamp their feet.”

As noted in a 1971 issue of J-bEAt, C:JET at the 
time, had a budget of $5,660 ($43,251 in today’s 
dollars) for printing and $900 ($6,877 in today’s 
dollars) for postage. The 2024 JEA budget includ-
ed $36,000 for printing and mailing.

LONGEST NEWS PUBLICATION BEGINS
In 1973, JEA published the first edition of the 

longest-lasting publication — NewsWire.
In that issue, editor Elizabeth Ahlgren wrote, 

“It is our aim to bring news of conferences, orga-
nizations and happenings of interest and con-
cern to members of the Journalism Education 
Association. We expect to concentrate on devel-
oping a feeling of unity within the regional area 
by having special stories and reports for each 
region along with the national news. NewsWire 
will also be a medium to keep related organiza-
tions informed of JEA progress. Coverage will 
in no way duplicate Communications: Journalism 
Education Today but rather cover news items and 
news features.”

Content of that issue included documenta-
tion of the creation of a new press freedom fund, 
a calendar of state scholastic press association 
meetings, news of appointments of JEA commit-
tee chairs including, for example, the appoint-
ment of Howard Spanogle as leading general 
public relations with other professional organi-
zations and summaries of the goals of the eight 
commissions including a new Commission on 
Freedom of the Scholastic Media.

Over the years, NewsWire grew but main-
tained its mission to provide members with news 
of the association — everything from profiles of 
candidates for national office to new books in the 
JEA Bookstore. In 1997, NewsWire was a function 
of the job of JEA secretary. 

The secretary, Carol Lange, in the spring 1997 
semiannual report, reminded the board that 10 
years before, NewsWire was never more than 
eight pages, many filled with application forms 
and listings of Write-off contest winners. 

“Forms and the ever-expanding lists of Write-
off winners continue to fill six to nine pages of 
each issue, but the issues now range from 12 to 
32 pages. Every issue has had a Headquarters 

continued on page 48
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jea.org, July 3, 2000 jea.org, April 3, 2003 jea.org, Dec. 31, 2005jea.org, June 28, 1998

Report from Linda Puntney, Bookstore update from 
Connie Fulkerson and calendar of dates to remem-
ber. Since January 1996, a president’s message from 
Candace Perkins Bowen [has] kept you in touch with 
board action and direction. The back page was saved for 
commentary from individuals,” she wrote.

Lange continued, “NewsWire would provide JEA 
members the information they needed immediately, the 
possibilities for professional growth and a perspective 
on the discipline they have chosen for their career from 
others who have shared its dilemmas and delights.”

In 1996, JEA President H.L. Hall appointed Bradley 
Wilson as editor of both NewsWire and C:JET; both were 
publishing four issues per academic year at the time.

But after 30 years of publication, in the spring of 
2003, the JEA board voted to discontinue NewsWire in 
favor of increased reliance on web communication.

At the time, the annual budget for NewsWire printing 
and mailing was $9,750 (about $16,642 in today’s dol-
lars), and advertising income was projected to be about 
$2,500 ($4,267 in today’s dollars).

“As I see the budget,” JEA Secretary Susan Hathaway 
Tantillo, MJE, said at the time, “the three most signifi-
cant changes are moving NewsWire to an online publica-
tion, increasing money to create a larger JEA presence 
at NASSP (National Association of Secondary School 
Principals) meetings and financing revision of five cur-
riculum guides. We will actively encourage members to 
visit jea.org for invaluable NewsWire-type updates, and 
we hope the online format will lend itself to more fre-
quent updates of news information than was possible 
with the quarterly printed NewsWire.”

By 2004, JEA leaders found that they needed a way to 
entice members to learn more about key events as the 
web continued to evolve and social media outlets were 

just coming on the scene. So a four-page wraparound of 
C:JET — C:JET Extra — began publication and contin-
ued for 33 issues until the summer of 2011.

In January 1998, Ann Visser, Publications Committee 
chair, reported in NewsWire that, to give the periodicals 
and web page further direction, the committee had 
approved a simple mission statement for all publica-
tions: “JEA publications will inform, entertain, persuade 
and enlighten readers.”

INTERNET PROVIDES A NEW AVENUE
However, the media landscape was changing. The 

internet provided an option for organizations to get 
news out to their members much faster and without 
increasing postage costs. While the internet had been 
around since the 1960s, it took the invention by Tim 
Berners-Lee of the first web browser in 1990, the release 
of the Mosaic browser by Marc Andreessen in 1993 and 
the release of Netscape Navigator in 1994 for the web to 
become readily accessible.

By 1996, JEA had its first website, created by Jan 
Hensel, Mary Lu Foreman and Mary Anne McCloud; 
and, in 1997, the JEA board approved website guidelines 
that said all content on the website should be directly 
related to JEA and JEA activities and/or related to scho-
lastic journalism or professional journalism topics, 
effectively replacing the printed news publications.

At the fall 1996 convention in Chicago, Hensel, advis-
er at Liberty High School (Missouri), gave the report of 
the committee to investigate content and management 
options. “[The] JEA website is aesthetically pleasing 
and strong in content. It needs to be updated more 
often, correct in grammar and spelling, and easy to 
download. A style and template should be established.”

Kansas State students Jake Palenske, Brent Gray and 
Ben Stamey helped maintain and grow JEA’s web pres-

continued from page 47
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jea.org, June 20, 2010 jea.org, July 22, 2012

In late January 
2012, JEA converted 
its website from 
being created in 
what is now Adobe 
Dreamweaver to 
using a content 
management system, 
WordPress.

WordPress was 
released in 2003 as a 
blogging tool. A year 
later, it evolved to 
support publishing 
other web content 
by enabling users 
to add plug-ins and 
themes. By 2011, 
it had became the 
most popular content 
management system 
on the web and today 
43.4% of all websites 
use WordPress.

jea.org, July 1, 2018

ence until 2005 when the site underwent a comprehensive 
redesign; it was still produced using HTML code in what 
was then Macromedia Dreamweaver. 

The revised website contained hundreds of pages of 
information, including a complete bookstore catalog, the 
ability to submit speaker and awards nominations forms 
via email, and detailed information on the JEA certifica-
tion program. The new website also featured “convention 
live,” content from the National High School Journalism 
Convention including highlights of the board meeting, 
photos from preconference classes as well as notes and 
photos from sessions, judging, critiques, and the ven-
dor show. Volunteers and Kansas State students posted 
information online from the convention all day and night 
and, for the first time, had the results of what was then 
the Write-off competition posted online by 10:30 p.m. on 
the last day of the conference, saving national office staff 
members from dozens of phone calls in the days following 
the convention.

As reported in JEA semiannual reports, as of Oct. 13, 
2002, the JEA website had been hit 31,620 times. This 
amounts to about 850 hits per week or 121 hits per day. By 
2009, more than 900 unique visitors were hitting jea.org 
per day at peak and about 400 per day on average.

In 2009, JEA paid Atlantic BT $20,000 to produce the 
next evolution of JEA’s web presence; this one would 
keep some content, including registration for the national 
Write-off competitions and uploading of images for the 
contests, behind a firewall where only members could 
access it. That first year, for the Washington, D.C., conven-
tion, 223 members uploaded images into the system. In 
2019, when the convention was again in D.C., 410 members 
uploaded images into the system. Since the system went 
online 29 conventions ago, photo contests alone have gen-
erated more than $120,000 in revenue for JEA.

continued on page 50
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jeadigitalmedia.org 
Dec. 25, 2010

JEA Digital Media 
Committee registered 
jeadigitalmedia.org  
on Jan. 8, 2009.

AARON 
MANFULL, Digital 
Media Committee, 
chair, minutes, 
JEA Board, fall 
2010: The Digital 
Media committee 
had revamped its 
website during 
the summer 
and moved to 
WordPress. He said 
that more people 
were visiting the 
site.

Around the same time, JEA also registered the 
JEA Digital Media and the Scholastic Press Rights 
Commission websites, further expanding the organiza-
tion’s web presence.

JEAHELP EMAIL DISTRIBUTION LIST BEGINS
The beginnings of software used to manage email 

groups trace back to 1986 when Eric Thomas, an engi-
neering student in Paris, developed a software program 
to automate the management of such lists. However, it 
wasn’t until 1998 that JEA got an email distribution list 
for members. As reported in the May 1998 NewsWire, 
JEA members who had email could take advantage of 
the new service the board approved.

Candace Perkins Bowen, JEA past president, set up 
the unmoderated email distribution list — JEAHELP 
— at Kent State University, and any JEA member could 
be added to it and make comments or ask questions. In 
2002, Perkins Bowen reported 533 subscribers. That had 
increased to 1,025 by 2009.

In 2002, Perkins Bowen reported, “In sheer time 
commitment, the JEAHELP and JEATALK email distri-
bution lists are the most important part of my job.

“We started this to share deadlines and information 
we needed about the organization, but we found it was a 
great way to get help and suggestions about our classes 
and publications too,” Perkins Bowen said.

In 2003, Perkins Bowen reminded the board that 
the generic term, according to AP style at the time, was 
“email distribution list.” Popular topics were Krispy 
Kreme donuts, prior review, crashing servers and block 
scheduling. In 2009, she reported trivia from the list: 
“Twenty-three people responded to the correct style 
for the abbreviated form of “microphone,” though, of 
course, they didn’t all agree. And three more had the 
subject line, “WHO CARES?” • Seventy posts contained 
the word “hotel” from August until this report was 
filed. As space got tighter, 27 included the words “Room 
With a View.” • The number of posts including the 
word “censorship” increased with 83 mentions, up from 
last fall’s 27, in the time since the spring convention. • 
Wayne Brasler was down almost a hundred posts from 
the same time last year — 122 compared to 219 — and 
Chad Rummel, second highest last year with 134, was 
down to 56. But cpb was also down — 126 down to 75, 
and that includes 15 current events quizzes. Apparently, 
with so many total Listservians, there’s room for every-
one. • No one posted anything on July 4th and thus no 
one wished JEA Executive Director Linda Puntney a 
happy birthday as they had in 2008. • The number of 
gmail accounts continues to grow.”

Today, JEAHELP is hosted at Kansas State and has 
1,170 subscribers. It supplements the Constant Contact 
enewsletter sent out by national office staff to commu-
nicate JEA news to members electronically.

ONLINE ADVERTISING A SOURCE OF REVENUE
In 1998, the board approved a policy allowing adver-

tising in NewsWire and Communication: Journalism 

continued from page 49
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NAJD Elects Carlson President for 1963-65 

New NAJD Officers 
are, lop, Jett ta rlx-ht, ff. Stephen Culson, president; Hllrold 
Cantor, l5t vice pre!lidmt; :n"'- BGth l\fllrlc Griggs, 2nd v1C1l 
president. Lawer left, SI� liL Rita Jeanne, F.S.P.A .. secre­
blry-trCUIU'B. 

NAJD - -
" • DIGEST

otndal Organ ol t.be N a.Uooal Al!ieocla.tlon of J ounm.Jlsm 
Diiutors; a Department of NEA and Affiliat.ed with 

NurE, NSPA and Quill and 8croU 

Vol XVII, No. 3 *�·· April. 1963 

NAJD Plans Newly-Elected NAJD
NEA Slate President Lists Goals 

Plans for the N AID Depart­
ment meeting of the Na.tlDaal 
FAnc:afioo Assodati.an conven­
tion tlle first ....-eek ot July at 
Detroit call for a panel �
sion at the general NA.JD meet­
ing and a luncheon. The Mlclll­
gan Room of the Statler HIiton 
Hot.et ha5 beerl secured for the 
July 3 fle!!Sions. 

Newly-elected NA.TD Presldl?nt 
H. Stephen Carlson wlD preside. 

Harold eant.ni. N.AJD l!!t Vlce 
President. arranged the program 
a.s actlng l!Xl!Clillvc secretary 
He was 3.!l!5!sted by Dr. John 
Fieid. University of Michigan 
joumall5J71 associate profe9501" 
and director of the Michigan In­
t�bolastlc Prl59 k!sociaUan, 
who J.s �ator-ho!!t. 

The ltmcheoo speaker will be 
wm,ur El5Um, associate editor 
of The Detroit N-"!J. The �­

(Contlnned on Page 3) 

By B. STEPHEN CARLSON 

AS the incoming president of NAJD, I feel a little strange
about presenting a platform after the election. Some­

how, a list of goals at this time seems so final, so demanding. 
Before election, who listens? 

NAJD's incoming vice-presidents are indeed top officers. 
They have the knowledge and drive to reach the goals we 
have set. Harold Cantor has already served as interim sec­
ond vice-president and executive secretary pro-tcm. Mr.;. 
Ruth Marie Griggs has been regional officer of the organi-
7.atlon's largest single region i.n membership, and chalrman 
of NAJD's most recent writing venture, soon to be published. 
Si.st.er M. Rita Jeanna has served NAJD well as secretary­
treasurer i.n recent terms, and \vill continue to do so. 

Slowly but surely, NAJD has been coming to life. 
We � long ago that NAJD, the official national 

organization !or teachers of journalism, wasn't even a slum­
bering gianL Perhaps we could have more aptly called our­
selves a slumbering midget. Small in membership, compared 
to U1e nwnber of high school publications across the land, 
NAJD had made in recent years only token motions toward 
assuming any of the leadership in scholastic journalism which 
its constitution pledges. 

At the latest NAJD-NSPA convention. the outward 
signs of a p!armed resurgence were manifested. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

H. Stephen C.arlsoo, �
paper adviser a:t Thomas Carr 
Ho-Ne High School, Indian­
apolis, Ind, wtll be the presi­
dent of NA.JD for the next 
two years. Sisler M.. Rita 
Jeanne. F.S.P.A., NA.JD sec­
retary - treasurer' �
the vote from her Spokane, 
Wash., office. 

President Carlson's choice was 
unanllIIOUll. Although be ran un­
oppa;ed. a .space wa.s left on the 
ballot for- write-In vote5. 

Other offlcer.1 elected In the 
balloting by mall are H.arold 
Cantor, publications adviser at 
North Senior ffigh Sclwol. Nor'Jt 
St.. Paul, .M.lnn., 1st vice presi­
dent; Mrs. Ruth Marie Griggs, 
publlcaUons adviser at Broad 
PJpple Rlgh School, Indianapo­
lis, Ind., 2nd vice president; and 
Sister :Mi. Rita Jeaime, F.S.P.A., 
adviser at Marycliff Hlgh Sc:hool 
Spokane, Wash� secretary-tna­
surer. 

Sister Rita Jeanne was also 
elected unanimously and for the 
fifth consecutive time. 

A total of 291 ballots were 
cast ln the election but not all 
voted on ell offices. The � 

(c.antbmed on PB.iro S) 

Indiana Bills 
Journalism Dav 

,I 
More Ulan 1,200 hjgh school 

pupils from eastern and cen­
tral Incllana are expected to at­
tend Eastern Indiana Journal­
ism Day at Muncie, May 4. 

The conference, sponsored by 
The Indlana lilgh School Press 
Association and Ball State Tea­
cher.i College, Muncie, will fea­
ture •Maniuis Childs, political 
coiumnlst as main speaker or 
the day at the first morning 
session. 

Mr. Childs, considered one or 
the most experienced of what 
has been called the "hard earl?" 
of lhe Washington Press Corps, 
has been a newsman for 35 
years. During this time he has 
gained a brilliant reputation as 
a specialist In lnternatlonal af. 
fairs, and is nol!!d for the per­
ception with which he evalu­
ates gOVl?nlmental, diplomatic, 
and economic events here and 
abroad. 

Mr. Childs' speech will be 
of especial Interest lo entrants 
for Ball State Journalism Schol­
arship Awards, which will be 

(C,ontlnued on Page S) 

NAJD Digest, April 1963, Vol. 17, No. 3, Homer 
Post, editor

NAJD Digest becomes JEA Digest, February 
1964, Vol. 18, No. 2, Homer Post, editor

J-bEAt published from 1967 to 1971 using the 
tag phrase, “Leading the way … in secondary 
school journalism”

NewsWire, June 1986, Susan Tantillo, editor NewsWire, October 1987, Ron Hayes, editor

contest 
forms for 

cholarships 
see pgs 5-7, hints p3 

updating 
begins for 

Curriculum 
page 9 

takes school 
n ewspaper 

case 
page 10 

NewsWire 
Journ■llam Education Aaaocl■tlon Vol. 15, No. 1, October 1987 

Missouri convention activities, 
keynote start earlier than usual 
Tour, hotel reservations 
due at end of October 

Activities and events will begin earlier 
than usual for delegates to the fall JEA con­
vention Nov. 20-22 at Kansas City, Mo. 

Although some activities actually begin 
Thursday, Nov. 19, those who arrive late 
Friday will miss the opening ceremonies 
and the JEA and National Scholastic Press 
Association adviser awards. Traditional­
ly. the keynote and formal opening are Fri­
day evening, but convention organizers 
have moved the keynote to 2 p.m., 
scheduling around it a full day of critiques 
and meetings before the student write-offs 
begin in the late afternoon. 

Conference registration at the Westin 
Crown Center Hotel begins at 10 a.m .. a 
hour and a half after some of the tours and 
the New Views Workshop have begun. 

Students and advisers will save money 
by registering prior to Oct. 20, and hotel 
reservations must be postmarked by Oct. 

HOWARD WHEELER 

30. Registration materials were mailed late
this summer but delegates seeking late
registration for the conference may call
NSAP headquarters at (612) 625-8335,
Monday- Friday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Central
Time.

Delegates who stay at the hotel have 
been advised that the hotel will not accept 
personal checks, school checks and pur­
chase orders for lodging payment; but 
cash, major credit cards, cashier's checks 
and money orders will be accepted. 

First night reservatons also must be 
guaranteed, but school purchase orders are 
not acceptable. 

Checks written for payment for conven­
tion registration and its activities should be 
made payable to NSPA and must accom­
pany the registration form. 

Co-chairmen of the convention are JEA 
past president Dorothy McPhillips. and 
NSPA executive director Tom Rolnicki. 

Mike Brown of Independence is the local 

(See Convention. page 2) 

KEYNOTE - USA Today president 
Tom Curley will be the keynote 
speaker at the fall convention at Kan­
sas City, Mo. 

13 selected for national JEA awards 
By Michael J. Fox 

Outstanding dedication to journalism 
is the theme which repeats itself as a 
description of the 1987 Journalism 
Education Association award winners 
and other nominees. 

Receiving nominations for JEA • s 
highest award, the Carl Towley. were 
four candidates. The Medal of Merit 
had nine candidates; the Lifetime 
Achievement Award had five can­
didates: and the Media Citation had 
three. 

Winning the Carl Towley Award is 
John Wheeler of Lyons Township High 
School, LaGrange. Ill., and adviser of 
the student newspaper. He was chair­
man of the recent commission studying 
the role of journalism in secondary 
education for JEA. He moderated two 
large commission meetings. one during 
the JEA Little Rock convention. and the 
final one at the November 1986 national 
convention at Chicago. 

Wheeler also conducted hearings at 
(see Awards. page 4) 

NewsWire, October 1990, Nancy Hall, editor

Ne s 
• ire 

Indianapolis JEA/NSPA convention designed to help 

Marjorie met.tor, vice chan­
cellor for academic affair• at the 
UnJvenJty of Wlecon1in • Eau Claire, 
will present "Effective Communic• 
tion with Your Audience• a1 the 
openJnc addrea1 OcL 26. 

Ceor,e Curry, bureau chJef of 
the Chica10 Tribun•'• New York 
office, will ,peak about 'Th Impact 
of Scholutic Journall1m on the Pro­
rca,ton• durinJ a eecond 1en ra1 eu­
aion OcL 'J/1. Curry will alto lead an 
informal amall-p-oup M11lon durlnf 
the day. 

Th lndlanapoll1 llyaU Recen­
cy hotel will be headquarters for the 
convention. The de1lcnated over­
now hotel ia Embauy llitet, dlrect­
Jy aero., from the HyatL Th neal'­
by Indiana Convention C nter and 
Hoo ier Dome will houae tome • • 
iona, m tine• and award preeenta­

tlona. 
Durlnc the four-day conven­

tion, delerate• may tee many 1lte1 of 
lndlanapolla wlthJn the Mile Square. 
Gray Line of Indlanapoll1 will con• 

�e>CJ� E>��ss�s 
dud two toun for convention dele-
1atet. The thr-...hour tour of Indl­
anapoU1 will feature the lnd.lanapo­
lla Motor Speedway, the five-1tory 
Ch1Jdren'1 Mua um, Monument Cir­
cle, Indiana War Pina, Lockerbie 
Square, Pan American Plaza, the 
Indianapolla Muaeum of Art, th 
Indiana State Muaeum, Market 
Square Arena and 
Pre1ldent Benjamin 
Barrleon'• home. 

Convention del­
ecatea may alto tour 
the Conner Prairie 
Pioneer Settlement, a 
26-acre Uvln1 mu,e­
um, where every day 
11 1836. Many other 
1lte1 are eully acce1-
1lble outalde the Mile 
Square of IndJanapo­
Ua. 

ouply explain the rul• outlined in 
the refiatratlon bookleL Advl1er1 
muat 1uperviae their own 1tudent1 
and are required to tlfD the 1tudent 
conduct 1tatement found at the bot­
tom of the convention reflttration 
form. 

Delefatee are remind d to 
check the tentative tcbedule for • 

A variety of con­
vention ae11lon1 will 
be offered. For hlch 
tech jou.rnallate, JEA 
ii 1pon1orlnc four 
computer conte1ta.  
Thil y ear'• conven-

Indy 500 - Convention ct.legates signed up fOf
toun may viii the lndkmopoh Motor Speedway. Th,... 
time Indy 500 champion Rick Mears tends to his car. 

tion alao of fer• eeveral hand1-on 
computer ee11lon1 featurlnc both 
Maclntoah and DOS -baaed comput-"· 

Four two-hour, ln-d pth 1eml-
nare focualnf on 1peclflc relevant 
youth wuea will be offered OcL 'J/1. 

JEA'• annual write-off and on­
th•1pot photorraphy competition,, 
will be OcL 28 frun 4 to 8 p.m. at the 
Hyatt Refency. 

Adviler1 are urced to thor-

1Jon1 and mu.at pre-rep1ter for thOM 
which indicate to do eo. Nam �• 
mu1t be worn at all tlmee In the 
hotel and will be required to rain 
entrance Into any of the conventJon 
event,. Student• 1hould not leave 
the hotel alone and thould not wear 
name ta1 1  out of the hotel, but 
1hould carry Identification at all 
tim 1. 

Advieer• with que1tion1 may 
call the • PA office at 612-625-8335. 

•'Making a Difference' publication nearly ready ... 3 
•JEA announces award wlnners ... 4-5
•Symposium finalizes certification process ... 6-7
•Student Journalist of Year form enclosed

Education Today, coordinated by Connie Fulkerson at 
JEA headquarters. A full-page ad that year cost $100 
in NewsWire and $200 in C:JET. Today, a full-page ad 
in C:JET costs $350. The first year, JEA received $6,625 
($12,118.57 in today’s dollars) in advertising money for 
C:JET. C:JET received $11,363 in advertising in 2020-
2021, down from a high of $16,058 in 2017-2018.

In 2009, Wilson reported to the board, “We have 
enough hits on a regular basis now to consider selling 
advertising on the site or to give C:JET advertisers a 
‘value-added’ ad on the site. As we work on updating the 
site, this may be something we consider.”

Today, advertisers can buy online advertising, print 
advertising or some combination of the two in various 
packages that can also include ads on official JEA social 
media.

 JEA MEDIA EVOLVE
Throughout all these years, C:JET magazine has 

remained the only membership item sent regularly to 
all JEA members. It is continually cited as one of the 

most important JEA services, second only to conven-
tions in a 2011 membership survey, and third to con-
ventions and curriculum in 2023 with 97% of survey 
respondents reporting the magazine was useful.

In 2020, Howard Spanogle, then the magazine’s copy 
editor, donated $2,000 to develop a database of C:JET 
articles dating back to spring 1998, 1,112 entries. The 
database includes all information needed for a proper 
citation or bibliography to assist advisers in finding the 
articles they need for their classroom or research.

According to JEA Executive Director Kelly Glasscock 
in the spring 2020 semiannual report, “This will be a 
really cool resource. JEA needs more member benefits. 
To a new member, they have no idea the tremendous log 
of incredible articles previously published. This will be 
really fun to see in action.”

While C:JET issues have been accessible since 2006 
through the EBSCO database, an online database avail-
able largely through university libraries, JEA members 
will be able to search and to download protected PDF 
versions of individual articles by the fall of 2024. n
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S PUBLICATIONS TIMELINE
1945	 The NAJD Digest begins publication

1953	 Lee Pursley of Anderson High School (Indiana) becomes 
editor of The NAJD Digest, Vol. 9

PRICE ROBINSON, NAJD president: Anything that this issue 
lacks is due to those of you who have not contributed to its 
success. In other words, Lee is asking, yea, pleading, for items, 
chit-chat or articles of professional import. What is your fellow 
teacher doing? We would like to know, via these pages — so 
scribble Lee a note.

SOURCE: The NAJD Digest, November 1953

1957	 Homer Post becomes editor of The NAJD Digest — “Official 
organ of the National Association of Journalism Directors, a 
department of NEA and affiliated with NCTE, NSPA and Quill 
and Scroll.” He served in this capacity until the spring of 
1968.

1967	 First issue of Communication: Journalism Education Today 
published, Virginia Woodring, editor

1968	 Second volume of Communication: Journalism Education 
Today, Virginia Woodring, editor, published combined with 
JEA Digest, Tom Oliver, editor

RUTH MARIE GRIGGS, JEA president: Now merged with JET is 
the Journalism Education Digest, thus making this volume 23 for 
the JEA publications.

SOURCE: Communication: Journalism Education Today, fall 1968

VIRGINIA WOODRING, editor: Communication: Journalism 
Education Today/Digest was primarily established to meet the 
challenge of an evolving high school curriculum, a constantly 
changing world, and a gradual alteration in the pattern of high 
school publications. The magazine is written particularly for 
journalism, English, speech, social science, art, publications and 
audiovisual teachers.

SOURCE: Communication: Journalism Education Today, fall 1968

1973	 NewsWire begins publication with Elizabeth Ahlgren, editor

1975	 Larry Lain becomes NewsWire editor and serves until 1978

1978	 Susan Tantillo becomes NewsWire editor

1982	 Dorothy McPhillips steps down as C:JET editor

1987	 Ron Hayes becomes NewsWire editor

1989	 Nancy Hall becomes NewsWire editor

1991	 H.L. Hall becomes NewsWire editor

1991 	 Judy Babb, as JEA Board secretary, becomes NewsWire 
editor; Mary Lu Foreman and Connie Fulkerson serve as 
contributing editors for final two issues

1995	 Carol Lange, as JEA Board secretary, becomes NewsWire 
editor

1995	 Ann Visser serves as NewsWire editor for one issue

1996	 jea.org registered; From JEA Board minutes: “[Linda] Puntney 
will investigate with Mary Anne McCloud and her husband 
a way to link all JEA members on the Internet.” Created by 
Jan Hensel, adviser at Liberty High School (Missouri), jea.org 
goes live with content produced in the fall of 1996

1997	 Bradley Wilson named NewsWire editor with Vol. 25

jea.org on Nov. 8, 1996, Jan Hensel, MJE, 
webmaster

NewsWire, October 1973, Elizabeth Ahlgren, 
editor

Communication: Journalism Education Today, 
fall 1967
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Reprinted From C:JET, winter 1996

By MOLLY J. CLEMONS
One of JEA’s strongest supporters, and 

the first editor of Communication: Journalism 
Education Today, died July 22, 1996, at the age 
of 81. Virginia Woodring, a fiery redhead from 
Springfield, Missouri, was never without com-
ment, wit or wisdom. 

As a college student, I sat in on a JEA 
Curriculum Commission meeting at the 
fall convention in Chicago on Thanksgiving 
Day 1966. With the late Sister Ann Christine 
Heintz at the helm as commission chair, 
Virginia was named editor of the new publi
cation. She responded with story ideas and 
suggestions immediately. 

The first issue made its debut in 1967 
with an avocado cover and pale green pages. 
(These colors were in vogue for yearbooks 
and other items at the time.) It remains one 
of the best issues ever published. Full of 
research and background, Virginia explored 
the teaching of mass media with the experts. 

Virginia continued as editor until 1974, 
always searching for “what was new” in  scho-
lastic journalism and media education. During 
this time she was also the journalism coordi-
nator for the Springfield Public Schools, and 
she produced a monthly teen television pro-
gram for the community. 

She received JEA’s Medal of Merit in 1967, 
the Carl Towley Award in 1972, and she was 
named the Newspaper Fund’s Journalism 
Teacher of the Year in 1969. She taught in the 
Springfield system from 1945 until her retire-
ment in 1982.

A frequent workshop instructor and con-
ference speaker, Virginia was well known for 
her humor and situations only she could get 
herself into. While teaching at the University 
of Missouri’s Summer Media Workshop, she 
was very late getting back one evening from 
the International House of Pancakes, and she 
found her dorm locked. She even tried crawl-
ing in a window. The police caught her. But 
with Virginia’s sense of charm and effective 
voice, she convinced them to unlock the door 
for her. 

But that was it. Virginia announced she’d 

never stay in a dorm again — and she never 
did. 

Virginia had a tremendous sense of style 
and loved to shop. Her bright copper hair 
did make people notice. Once in Kansas City, 
when she was trying on dresses, the sales 
associate said, “Mrs. Woodring, that dress 
would be beautiful for you if it weren’t for the 
color of your hair.” She replied, “If it looks 
good, maybe we should go for it. The hair can 
be any color or shade.”

The same day she was trying on shoes and 
told the salesman she didn’t care if he sold 
her a size 12, a long as they were comfortable. 
When all else failed, he finally asked if he 
could perhaps knit her a pair. 

She gave me some great housecleaning 
advice one time. She said to leave the vacuum 
cleaner standing in the foyer of the home. 
Then when unexpected guests  arrived, it 
didn’t matter what the house looked like, they 
would think I was in the middle of cleaning it! 

Although Virginia had received many 
awards and honors during her educational 
career, none were displayed. She and her 
late husband, Dr. Wiley Woodring, a profes
sor in education at Southwest Missouri State 
University, gave money to a lot of young peo-
ple to help get their lives started. 

While a resident in a nursing care facility 
the last three years of her life, she continued 
to assist young people working there and 
helping them get into college or training pro-
grams. 

Some aspects of Virginia’s life were col-
orful and flamboyant. Other aspects were 
serious and quiet. Those were the ones few 
people knew about. 

In the last year of her life, Virginia still 
asked what was going on in high school  jour-
nalism. She was excited to hear about com-
puters and wished she could have been a part 
of that era. She still wanted to read C:JET. 

A line on Wiley and Virginia’s tombstone 
reads, “They made learning fun.” 

They made life fun and a little bit better for 
many people, especially those associated with 
scholastic journalism. n

C:JET’S FIRST EDITOR

She made learning fun

VIRGINIA WOODRING 
(1914-1996)

1967-1974, editor, 
Communication: 
Journalism Education 
Today

1967 JEA Medal of 
Merit

1969 Dow Jones News 
Fund Journalism 
Teacher of the Year

1972 JEA Carl Towley 
Award

President, Missouri 
Publication Advisors 
Association
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S 1998	 Bradley Wilson begins editing Communication: Journalism 
Education Today with Vol. 31

1999	 75th anniversary special publication Visions published, Molly 
and Ron Clemons, editors

1999	 Jake Palenske becomes first person officially listed as JEA 
webmaster in conference programs

2000	 Howard Spanogle begins as C:JET copy editor with Vol. 33, No. 4

2001	 Brent Gray, JEA webmaster

2002	 Ben Stamey, JEA webmaster

2003	 Final printed edition of NewsWire published in May, Vol. 30

BRADLEY WILSON, EDITOR: For most organizations, moving 
from a print to an online publication is all about cost savings. For 
JEA, this simply wasn’t the case. JEA has enough money brought 
in through conventions and membership dues to finance the 
publications in almost any form. However, the board felt that 
by moving to an online publication we could better serve our 
members.” The annual budget for NewsWire printing and mailing 
was $9,750. NewsWire advertising income was projected to be 
about $2,500.

SOURCE: NewsWire, May 2003

2004	 C:JET Extra wrapped around C:JET magazine for 33 issues

2004	 Josh Bassett, JEA webmaster

2005	 Bradley Wilson, JEA webmaster

2009	 In January, JEA Digital Media registers jeadigitalmedia.org as 
the domain for that committee’s online content

2009	 In April, JEA Scholastic Press Rights Commission registers 
jeasprc.org as the domain for online content

2009	 JEA contracts with Atlantic BT, a web design and 
development company, in Raleigh, North Carolina, to design 
and to implement online Write-off contest management 
system for about $20,000; goes live in fall of 2009 and 223 
photographers upload images into the system

2010	 Howard Spanogle named assistant editor; Connie Fulkerson 
named copy editor

2012	 Arthi Subramanian, JEA webmaster

2013	 Chris Cox, JEA webmaster

2014	 Kate Dubiel hired as full-time staff member in the national 
office with oversight over technology including JEA’s website 
and online student media contest system

2018	 C:JET advisory board named: Ellen Austin, Amy DeVault, Tyler 
Dukes, Kyle Ellis, Mark Grabowski, Scott Winter

2019	 Connie Fulkerson and Beth Butler, copy editors

2019	 JEA creates a SmugMug gallery to display entries recognized 
in convention photo contests and 1,203 images uploaded 
from four conventions initially

2020	 Beth Butler, copy editor

2022	 Howard Spanogle funds searchable database of C:JET 
articles; data entry of 1,112 articles completed by Cecil 
Witherspoon

2024	 DJ Far, a contracted programmer, completes back-end 
system to put database of articles online and imports 
existing data; Alex Sinks creates individual PDF files of all 
C:JET articles available and uploads to system

2024	 JEA contracts with Fierce Creative Agency (St. Charles, 
Missouri) to redesign jea.org for about $40,000

SUMMER 2009 • VOLUME 42 • NUMBER 4

President • Jack Kennedy, MJE (Rock 
Canyon High School, Highlands Ranch, 
Colo.) (100%)

Vice President • Bob Bair, MJE (Blair 
High School, Neb.) (100%)

Secretary •  Linda Drake, CJE (Chase 
County High School, Cottonwood Falls, 
Kan.) (39.4%)

REGIONAL DIRECTORS

Region 1/Northwest • Steve Matson, 
MJE (Charles Wright Academy, Tacoma, 
Wash.) (100%)

Region 2/Southwest • Ellen Austin, 
CJE (Palo Alto High School, Calif.)  
(100%) 

Region 3/North Central • Gary 
Lindsay, MJE (Kennedy High School, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa) (53.2%)

Region 4/South Central • Wayna 
Polk, CJE (Abilene High School, Texas) 
(100%)

Region 5/Southeast • Brenda Gorsuch, 
MJE (West Henderson High School, 
Henderson, N.C.) (100%)

Region 6/Mid-Atlantic • Tom Gayda, 
MJE (North Central High School,  
Indianapolis, Ind.) (42.9%)

Region 7/Northeast • Jane Blystone, 
MJE (Mercyhurst College, Erie, Pa) 
(71.4%)

COMMISSIONS

Certification • Mark Newton, MJE 
(Mountain Vista High School, Highlands 
Ranch, Colo.) (100%)

Development and Curriculum • Lori 
Oglesbee, CJE (McKinney High School, 
Texas) (57.2%)

Multicultural • Norma Kneese, MJE 
(Snake River High School, Blackfoot, 
Idaho) (63.5%)

Scholastic Press Rights • John Bowen 
(Kent State University, Ohio) (100%)

Middle School/Junior High • Anita 
Marie Wertz, MJE (Cesar Chavez High 
School, Stockton, Calif.) (100%)

Board members elected in first online election
JEA members voted in the organization’s first online election 
for the board’s elected positions. Winners will assume office 
July 1, 2009 and serve through June 30, 2011. Numbers 
below indicate percent of votes cast in the election for that 

position. Of the 2,175 potential voters, 616 people cast 
ballots for a voter turnout of 28.3%. Voting ended March 13, 
and results were posted online March 16.

Extra
“Those buck-a-piece reporters’ pads you can buy through the JEA bookstore alone are worth 

joining. But I also bought a beginning J1 curriculum and e-mailed questions to one of the 
authors. Within a day, he responded with expert advice on prioritizing my state’s journalism 

standards for curriculum mapping. JEA Bookstore discounts and support from 
nationally respected scholastic journalism gurus are invaluable.”

Cindy Koon, newspaper adviser
South Pointe High School (Rock Hill, S.C.)

A SUPPLEMENT TO COMMUNICATION: JOURNALISM EDUCATION TODAY

News of the Journalism 
Education Association

Journalism Education Association

NewsWire
May 2003 • Vol. 30 No. 4

FINAL EDITION
Web site to become primary method
of getting news about organization

■ AS PART of the budget process, the
JEA Board voted to discontinue the
publication of NewsWire in favor of
increased reliance on Web
communication.

O n the recommendation of
the Executive Commit-
tee, the JEA Boord adopted a

budget that put an increased focus on
technology while continuing to provide
tangible services to members.

Although the budget remained sub-
stantially the same, showing $776,350
in income, down slightly from the cur-
rent year’s budget, it does reflect a down-
turn in possible income from invest-
ments.

“As I see the budget,” said JEA Sec-

retary Susan Hathaway Tantillo, MJE, “the
three most significant changes are moving
NewsWire to an online publication, increas-
ing money to create a larger JEA presence
at NASSP (National Association of Second-
ary School Principals) meetings and financ-
ing revision of five curriculum guides. We
will actively encourage members to visit
jea.org for invaluable NewsWire-type up-
dates and we hope the online format will
lend itself to more frequent updates of news
information than was possible with the
quarterly printed NewsWire.

“For most organizations, moving from
a print to an online publication is all about
cost savings,” said Editor Bradley Wilson.
“For JEA, this simply wasn’t the case. JEA
has enough money brought in through
conventions and membership dues to fi-

nance the publications in almost any
form. However, the board felt that by
moving to an online publication we
could better serve our members.”

The annual budget for NewsWire
printing and mailing was $9,750.
NewsWire advertising income was pro-
jected to be about $2,500.

The budget for sending people to the
NASSP convention increased from
$1,600 to $5,000.

“(By budgeting for more members
to attend NASSP and) increasing this
networking will eventually pay off with
development of greater understanding
between administrators and scholastic
journalism teachers/advisers. The most
immediate benefit, of course, will be

HISTORY
After 30 years of publication, this is the

final edition of NewsWire. JEA members will
receive their news about the organization
primarily through the Web site– jea.org.

continued on page 3

NewsWire, May 2004, Bradley Wilson, editor

C:JET Extra, wrapped around Communication: 
Journalism Education Today, Summer 2009, 
Bradley Wilson, editor
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Molly Clemons was only 27 when she 
became JEA president in 1975 and served one, 
two-year term. Always active in scholastic 
journalism and JEA, she received the Carl 
Towley award in 1980. She died Sept. 29, 2022. 

Molly served as editor of Communication: 
Journalism Education Today for 15 years from 
1982 to 1997 and, indeed, spent most of her 
career in education, beginning as a journalism 
teacher and head of the English Department 
at Northern Illinois University in DeKalb. 

Linda Puntney, MJE, former JEA executive 
director, said, “Perhaps her most influential 
role was as editor of C:JET where she crafted 
content to help teachers and advisers bring 
best-practice techniques and cutting-edge 
ideas to their staffs.”

Molly taught English and journalism at 
Blue Springs High School for one year, then 
became assistant principal at Palmer Junior 
High, later moving to Truman High School for 
10 years, before becoming director of second-
ary education and emergency preparedness 
for the school district.

Former JEA President Candace Perkins 
Bowen, MJE, said, “She and Ron [Clemons] 
were the heart and soul of JEA back then. 
Both former presidents, they helped the orga-
nization grow and prosper.”

Former JEA President H.L. Hall, MJE, said, 
“She and Ron both were outstanding leaders 
in JEA and helped make scholastic journalism 
better throughout the country.”

Ron, her husband of 40 years, provided the 
following information for JEA’s 100th anni-
versary.

WHAT WAS THE FOCUS OF HER PRESIDENCY?
As president, she had two passions: stu-

dent press rights and Write-offs. She even 
helped develop more Write-offs categories.

HOW DID HER INVOLVEMENT IN JEA AFFECT HER 
CAREER?

She always said JEA helped her develop 
further leadership roles — roles that led her 
down a different path. After she and Ron were 
married in 1982, she moved to Independence, 
Missouri, where, within a year, she was named 
assistant principal of Palmer Junior High 

School. She served in that position for six 
years and was named by Executive Educator 
magazine one of the 100 top administrators 
in the country.

HOW DID HER LEADERSHIP ROLE CHANGE?
She became associate principal at Truman 

High School and, for 10 years, was one of Ron’s 
bosses. She was named director of Higher 
Education and Emergency Preparedness for 
the Independence School District. While at 
Palmer and Truman, she wrote the presenta-
tion that led to each school receiving the Blue 
Ribbon Award from the U.S. Department of 
Education. She went to the White House to 
receive the award from the president.

WHAT LEADERSHIP ROLES DID SHE HAVE AFTER 
SHE RETIRED?

She became director of the George Caleb 
Bingham Academy of the Arts, a five-week 
summer program for outstanding students 
in art, creative media, music, or theater. She 
followed Ron as director after he retired from 
that position. One of the founders of the acad-
emy, he was director for 15 years. In 2015 she 
and Ron were named co-executive directors 
of Music/Arts Institute, a nonprofit school for 
private music lessons. She held both positions 
until her unexpected death Sept. 29, 2022. 
Two scholarships are given in her name and 
on Nov. 11, 2023, the institute dedicated the 
new Molly Clemons Multipurpose Center.

WHAT RECOGNITION DID SHE RECEIVE OUTSIDE 
OF ACADEMICS?

She was president of the Independence 
Junior Service League and the Independence 
Youth Court. She also served on the Truman 
Presidential Library Commission where she 
had the opportunity to meet past presidents 
and leading seniors who received the Harry 
S. Truman Award. The commission gave her 
a Special Recognition Award posthumously 
in November 2023. In 2020 the Independence 
Examiner named her the “Outstanding Woman 
of the Year” for Eastern Jackson County. The 
mayor of Independence named Molly and her 
husband Independence Citizens of the Year 
in 2015. n
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balanceSuccess depends on continuing 
education and communication
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Independence (MO) 
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JEA president and 
a Carl Towley Award 
winner, she edited C:
JET for 15 years.

I’ve been a publications adviser. I’ve been a school 
administrator. I’ve even been both at the same time.

To add to my knowledge base of administrator-
adviser relations, I was the assistant principal in a high 
school for 10 years where my husband was the publica-
tions adviser. That is a true test of “administrator-advis-
er” relations, and our marriage has survived.

The key to success in the area of professional admin-
istrator-adviser relations is twofold: continual education 
and open lines of communication.

Having majored in journalism in college as well as 
having worked in television and radio news besides 
serving as a news editor for a chain of newspapers, I had 
a professional background before I taught journalism 
and began advising publications. The multiple experi-
ences certainly expanded my knowledge base when 
I was an adviser and visited with an administrator. It 
made me a credible source.

It also worked in reverse. As an administrator, I felt 
I had the background to discuss journalistic topics and 
practices with publication advisers.

The four years when I wore “both hats” at the same 
time, I often I felt I was having a conversation with 
myself. As the assistant principal of a junior high school, 
I served as yearbook adviser for part of my tenure there. 
Completely an “after-school” program, I attempted to 
balance the roles. 

My young staff members saw me as their only assis-
tant principal during the school day, but they also saw 
me change that role after the last bell rang. I became 
their coach and teacher in producing a yearbook.

Modeling our small book after good high-school 
books, we added student life pages, lots of features and 
student-taken photos. The balance beam part came 
when a student suggested we add pages of baby pictures 
(in a collage, of course) or a couple spreads of personifi-
cation awards — “best dressed,” “most popular,” etc.

The “teaching/advising” role had to overshadow the 
“administrator” role here. I would not tell the staff that 
we were not going to include those pages. Instead, we 
poured through the high-school books and looked at 
good magazines. We couldn’t find baby photo collages 
or best-anything pages. Soon the staff decided maybe 
we shouldn’t include them.

After the yearbook received an All-Missouri from the 
Missouri Interscholastic Press Association, my job was 
easier.

My 10 years as an administrator at the high-school 
level was buffered by a concept that had begun years 
before in our school district. We had a publications 
advisory board. Communication and continual learning 
were already in place. 

Not only did the publications board, not to be con-
fused with an editorial board, select the editors and 
managing editors of the publications for the next year, 
but the board was called together at various times to 
assist with issues, serve as a panel or answer questions 
for the community. The publications board oversaw 
ownership of the newsmagazine and yearbook. 

An equal vote on this board came from its members: 
both editors and managing editors, the publications 
adviser(s), one building administrator, six teachers and 
a staff member from the local daily newspaper. I never 
served on this board because it could have shown a con-
flict of interest with my husband as the adviser.

What did this group do? It naturally supported the 
student publications because the board had a vested 
interest. The group read background articles from jour-
nals and magazines supplied by the staff. The teachers 
answered questions in the staff lounge. The administra-
tor attended the board meetings as an equal. Also, the 
group interviewed and voted on the editors for the next 
year.

They were never asked to read copy ahead of time, 
nor were they given an opportunity to censor.

One time the publications board was called together 
to meet with a disgruntled citizen. A particular sex 
education book had been found by a custodian in a 
file drawer of a family relations teacher in a sister high 
school. The incident found its way to a radio talk show 
and the daily newspapers. The high-school newsmaga-
zine students wrote a story about it and added an edito-
rial.

A woman from the community complained and 
called the student editor. The woman demanded a meet-
ing. The editor suggested she meet with the publications 
board. She agreed. The editor served as chair of the 
board. The adults and students were seated when the 
patron arrived.

She was shocked. She expected to speak to a group 
of students. As the student editor fielded her questions, 
it was quickly apparent that everyone was on the same 
side. All had knowledgeable background, were versed 
in court cases and could respond intelligently to her 

Read Molly’s 
thoughts on being an 
administrator in the 
summer 2003 issue 
of Communication: 
Journalism Education 
Today, Pages 34-35.
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