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Journalistic Writing

® hard news

m feature stories

m sports stories

m editorial & opinion

m alternative coverage

m show what you know about
similarities & differences
among these writing types.

m show what you know about
writing in each of these styles.

m give examples of how you do
or would do...



Hard News

With every bed and mattress donated New Life

Furniture Bank also gives a set of linens.

* denotes name change

victed from their apartment, they

had nowhere to go and no form of

transportation. With no family members

to take them in and no one to turmn to,
a single mom and her two young daughters
found themselves homeless.

Homelessness can be an extremely traumatic
experience. Grace®, a Lakota student, found
herself in this scary situation. She and her sister
represent two of the 1,354 students in Butler
County that were identified as homeless during
the 2018-2019 school year, according to the
Department of Education.

“[The scariest part about not having a home
was] worrying about having a safe place to sleep
and having enough food,” Grace said. “I also
worried that my friends would find out and not
be friends with me anymore.”

Homelessness doesn't always look like the
person on the side of the street with a cardboard
sign. It can be a family living out of their car,
doubling up in another family’s home, living
in 2 hotel, or possibly a single mom hoping to
find room for herself and her children in a local
shelter. With all of these possibilities, it can be
difficult for school officials to recognize student
homelessness.

“There is significant under-identification of
homeless students, for a number of reasons,”

12 lakotaeastsparkonline.com March 2020

At the churches that partner with Family

Promise, each family is given their own room
with beds and linens to stay in for the week.

NOWHERE TO TURN

As student homelessness is on the rise, government and nonprofit organizations
have taken steps to help families with children to get back on their feet.
story and photography anna mullins | infographic mary barone

Barbara Duffield, Executive Director of
SchoolHouse Connection, told Spark. “One
reason is because children and youth who are
homeless [with] their families are afraid to
tell people about their situation. They dont
necessarily look homeless, so there arent
obvious signs. You have to have school staff that
are trained, know what to look for, and know
how to ask the right questions. Part of it is just
the invisibility of homelessness.”

‘The US Department of Education’s EDFacts
Initiative Data indicates most states are seeing
the number of homeless students rise every year.
This phenomenon is true nationally as well,
with the number of identified students rising
to 1,504,544 during the 2017-2018 school
year. According to Jan Moore, the Assistant
Director of the National Center for Homeless
Education (NCHE), this increase is due to
better identification by the school district, but
some students are still going undetected.

“More people understand what the law
provides and requires, and school districts are
better at identifying homeless students,” Moore
told Spark. “Parents and students are now more
aware of [their] rights and may be more likely
to self-identify. Although we know even though
the numbers are rising, we're not identifying
every student who's experiencing homelessness.

‘There’s still a lot of stigma, particularly with
youth, around homelessness.”
According to the McKinney-Vento Act,
a federal law which ensures that homeless
children have equal access to the same high-
quality educational opportunities as non-
homeless children and youth, school districts
are responsible for appointing a local liaison.
‘The liaison is responsible for ensuring district
families are aware of who it covers and that
it provides nutritional programs, educational
services, and ensures district-provided
transportation services to the students’ school
igin. Local liaisons are tasked with the

responsibility of identifying homeless students
and providing both academic and non-
academic support. This requires them to be
knowledgeable of both state and local social
service agencies and community resources that
provide aid to homeless students and their
families.

“There isa liaison in every school districtand
a state coordinator at every State Department
of Education, that’s required in the law,” Moore
said. “We work really closely with those folks
to ensure that they understand what the school
district and the state department needs to be
doing, and provide best practices for them.”

There is a misunderstanding by the general

of origi

When families stay at the churches that partner with Family Promise they
are given toiletries and sometimes hand-written letters or gifts like blankets.

population around what causes homelessness.
According to Moore, ny people associate
McKi Ve and homel

with someone who is mentally ill, has
substance abuse problems, or just doesn’t want
to work. This stigma leads some who need the
help McKinney-Vento provides to not take
advantage of the programs available.

“Families and a lot of youth living on their
own just don’t want to be stereotyped,” Moore
said. “They feel like other people will know
about the designation as McKinney-Vento
eligible, and they don't want to let anyone

now about their living situation.”

When a student is identified as being
homeless, the family is assigned to a School
Success Liaison who helps them to get the
benefits they receive through the McKinney-
Vento Act. According to State Homeless
Education Coordinator Susannah Wayland,
the Mckinney-Vento Act exists not to
stigmatize students, but to promote stability
in aspects that affect education.

“The  minimum  requirement  of

! when a family s determined
to be eligible, [is that] they automatically get
nutrition services, which means they don't
have to fill out an income form in order to
get free breakfast and free lunch,” Wayland
said. “They automatically are eligible for any
kind of educational support through the title
one program, and that is regardless of whether
they're academically in need.”

According to Cari Wynne, supervisor of
the Success Program at the Butler County
Educational Services, success liaisons help
families to find stable housing, but also make
sure that they are getting food and clothing.
They look at all kinds of needs, not just the

obvious housing issue.

“The liaisons reach out to these families,
and we try to meet with them wherever they
are, so if they're in a hotel or in the shelter
or wherever they might be, we sit down with
them,” Wynne said. “We talk to them about
their situation, about their individual needs,
because all families are different. Then we set
off on a plan to try and help them to get the
things that they need.”

The McKinney-Vento Act helps to
ensure that during the turbulence caused by
homelessness, students can continue to go to
school and in most cases, the same school that

“Homeless students need
stability in their lives. They

need to have a constant
source of support that
doesn't change,”

Barbara Duffield

they have been going to. According to Duffield,
these students need to be able to have some
consistency, and schools are a place that can fil
that void.

“Homeless students need stability in their
lives. They need to have a constant source of
support that doesntt change,” Duffield said.
“Our scholarship students tell us that school
is a home, it’s a family, it’s a safe haven. To be
able to have some sense of normalcy and have
something to hold on to, when everything
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-Director
of SchoolHouse Connection

else is turned upside down, and a part of their
identity that doesn’t change.”

In May 2019, Lakota had 182 students
who were homeless, a 13% increase from the
previous school year. According to Kimberly
McGowan, the Director of Federal Programs
for the Lakota School District, Lakota realizes
the number of homeless students continues to
rise and in response has increased the number
of success liaisons who play a crucial role in
helping students and their families. Currently,
Lakota is supported by six full-time and two
part-time success liaisons.

“Once we are made aware of a
concern, one of the Butler County
Educational Service Center Success
Liaisons contacts the family to find
out more information about their
situation,” McGowan said. “Then,
based on the responses, the success
liaison contacts me to discuss.
If the student and/or family is
eligible under the McKinney-
Vento law, we complete a form to
identify them and indicate some of
the support they need.”

Butler County families that
have children ages 18 or under who
qualify as homeless can find shelter
with the 3-year-old Butler Family Promise. This
shelter is one of three resources that liaisons can
suggest to families and according to Wynne,
the need often surpasses the openings.

Family Promise operates seven days a week
from 7 am. to 5 p.m. and has a day center
where the families can spend their time. Grace
and her family were referred to Family Promise
by their success liaison, who personally drove
them to the day center so they could receive
services. According to Family Promise Executive
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realizing that you're not the only
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“This isn't your burden to bear. Peo-
pledo adively care about you and
they want you to get better”

Going forward, Noahsees the
problem with the way mental health
is handled at 10600 Preston Rd. stems
from not st the students who make jokes
about it but also the manner in which the
administration seems o push issues under

need to cultivate a sense of open-
ness because itll only get worse if
we hide these issues.

In Jake’s opinion, the first step
in fixing the issue is educating
students on what mental il nesses
really exist
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ing awareness about it and fostering
a means of communication will
change everythin
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1 felt like I was being interrogated
sbout my mental health when a coach

Ve mcapable ol predicing e Jake offers advice to the student
s who is going through the very
things he has gone through

He doesn’t know who lam,
credits his life to the  but if he sees me up on the quad
and wants to just talk to me about
anything I'm willing,” Jake said.
munity You just have totake the first really
scary step tojust tell them what's
been going on. Afterward, you'll
just beso thankful that you did it
The anly thing you can dois just
be honest with yourself instead of
trying to lie to yourself.
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Sports & Editorial

the Southerner Online » March 24, 2020 « https://thesoutherneronline.com/75734/sports/crossfit-helps-teen-

CrossFit helps teen girls gain confidence

Kamryn Harty

Feet shoulder-width apart. Hips back, head up. Remember to
breathe. Bend knees. Gritted teeth. Trembling legs. A 16 year-
old-girl squatting 185 pounds. The gym goes wild.

Flash-forward two years and senior Amelia Kushner says that
four years ago, she never would have imagined she could be
where she is now - both physically and mentally.

“A lot of my role models in eighth grade were models on the
Internet and people who were really skinny,” Kushner said. “I
lowkey had an eating disorder, and | really wanted to be
skinny.”

After quitting soccer when she was 13, Kushner struggled with
depression and her body image. A 2015 study published by
the National Center for Biotechnology Information by Dr.
Dana Voekler of West Virginia University found that,
“Adolescent girls face considerable risk for the development
of clinical eating disorders due to intense body dissatisfaction
and pressure from peers to ‘look’ a particular way.” Like many
girls her age, Kushner was not immune to these societal
pressures.

To help exert her energy in a positive outlet, Kushner’s father,
Steven Kushner, signed her up for CrossFit, a gym that
integrates strength training with cardio and elements of
gymnastics.

girls-gain-confidence/

Courtesy of Amelia Kushner

Amelia Kushner pulls herself over the bar during a "WOD," or
workout of the day at her CrossFit box.

“My dad was like, You need to exercise. You can either be sad or you can come to a CrossFit class with me at 5:30 a.m.,, ” Kushner said.

Kushner opted for the latter of this ultimatum, and it changed her life.

Steven Kushner, who had been doing CrossFit for more than five years, says it's been “fun” watching Amelia grow and learn from the

sport.

“She would wake up at 4:50 or 4:45 a.m. and come with me to the 5:30 a.m. class, including on days she had no school,” he said. “But she

jea.

U-High Midway - March 9, 2020 -
identity-clubs-need-our-help-to-thrive/

https:

Identity clubs need our help to thrive

Editorial Board

As the Midway sees it...

‘With declining student participation in
some identity clubs and increased
recognition that hateful events are not
isolated, U-High is forced to confront that
the “diversity” promised in its mission
statement is not a reality for everyone.

With the future of the Jewish Students
Association in doubt, it is important, now more
than ever, to support identity clubs at U-High Artwork by Risa Cohen
and to create as welcoming of an environment

as possible. The U-High community cannot

afford for identity clubs to disappear, especially after the recent discussions regarding diversity, equity and
inclusion issues.

For students in marginalized groups, identity clubs provide environments to find community. If any
community is to be productive, whether a school, workplace or athletic team, all members of that
community must feel they belong. At U-High, where a white majority exists, it is not uncommon for there
to be only a single person from a finalized group in a leaving students ially isolated.
Identity clubs allow for each student to join a community that is more welcoming and inclusive than most
classrooms can be.

If we allow identity clubs to fade, we will not only lose inclusive spaces for students but also crucial
representation by and for voices of marginalized communities. The collective community that identity
clubs create do not just contribute on an individual, student-centered level, but also on a larger, almost
administrative level. In January, the Black Students’ Association-Collegiate School letter received attention
from faculty, staff, administration and the greater Chicago ity, with coverage from local
media outlets. This letter, which represented an experience shared among many black students at U-High,
sparked genuine conversations and actions that would not have been possible without the action of this
identity club. Moreover, the JSA-led biannual Holocaust assembly has been so powerful that students have
advocated for it to occur on a yearly basis.

It is also important to recognize that it is not a necessary requirement to identify with a club to support it.
Catholic students can support the Muslim Students’ Association in the same ways that white students can
support the BSA. Allyship is as
important as participation in
these clubs. For identity clubs to
function, there must be a
surrounding environment that
endorses the clubs and listens to
their perspectives on how to
improve the surrounding
community.

Because of the unique and
important perspectives identity
clubs bring to our community, we
cannot sit by and allow these
clubs to simply disappear. If you
identify with the values of these
clubs, perhaps it is time to learn
about them or consider joining.
Students can also support identity
clubs by interacting with the day-
to-day events these clubs hold,
from bake sales, to assemblies, to
free potlucks. With identity-
related incidents becoming a
greater issue, it is crucial for each
student to do what is in their

power to help identity clubs
thrive. Art by Risa Cohen
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The Writing Process

brainstorming
assignment selection
developing questions
Interviewing

drafting and self-revision
editing & fact checking
story pitching
researching

information gathering
selecting an angle
getting input on revision

evaluating a final product

m Show what you know about
each of these process steps.

m Give examples of how you do
or would do...



Mjea. I.

The Writing Process

m Writing multiple drafts
m methods for self & peer revision

m policies & procedures for story submission in various states of
completion

m Editing & fact checking
® sources — primary, secondary

m procedures & policies for fact/quote checking

m Evaluation methods = quality of writing & accuracy of
information reported

m self, editor, adviser, audience, other (contests, etc.)

m show what you know about these procedures & standard news
policies regarding them.

m Give examples of how you do or would do...



Mjea. I.

Editing

m Providing appropriate feedback using a designated process

m Having writers & editors use existing (and developing their own)
tools, tips & techniques to create better writers

m Having writers read & revise their own work with a critical eye

m Having editors understand & value the difference between
editing & rewriting

m Show what you know about (a) writing and editing yourself or (b)
coaching writers and editors in given situations

m Give examples of how you do or would do...



Design ()ea. I.

m Determining how content will be displayed / portrayed

m Having staffers and editors coordinate to create the most
effective design for the material

m Having staffers and editors develop a process for selecting
content treatments

m Having staffers and editors develop a process for working out
differences of opinion in content treatments

m Show what you know about (a) designing coverage and story
packages yourself or (b) coaching staffers and designers in
glven situations

m Give examples of how you do or would do...



“THE
GOAL WAS
TO WIN
LEAGUE.

HAPPEN,
BUT IT WAS
STILL FUN
TO CHEER
FOR OUR
TEAM AND
MAKE THE
EFFORT
TOGETHER.”
LUKE LECAIN, 12

With change comes growth. Both the JV and Varsity polo teams
adapted to that change with new coach Brian Sharar as they
faced a variety of challenges along the way.

*“We were an aggressive team and having a new coach taught
us how to use that aggression in a positive way to win games,”
senior Jared Fairchilds said. “The difference I noticed from last
year was the way he trained us. The biggest challenge for the
team was not having enough people motivated to become better
and our overall lack of communication in the pool.”

Through tough and focused practices, the team rose to the
challenge in competition.

" Coach was there to explain what was going on and why things
happened the way they did. We would practice and condition for
hours with adults to practice being aggressive. The adults allowed
us to play the game at the pace it's supposed to be played,”
Fairchilds said.

“We did fine, but we could have improved our shots towards the
goal and communication could have been better,” senior Keanu
Velasco said. "We improved by just practicing more and playing
scrimmages and doing rotating, and passing drills. At first we
didn't see the results translate in the game, but eventually we
saw improvement as a team.”

Although the team trained hard to reach their goals, it was not
without struggle.

"We expected to improve quickly and as a result see the outcome
in winning more games,” senior Justin Bailey said. “We tried to
go out as hard as possible in practice to make ourselves better
than the other teams, but we underestimated the competition
and did not get the outcome we wanted.”

But the boys remained optimistic through it all.

“We tried to build team morale playing games like ‘sharks and
minnows’ to help with motivation. We also played spicy songs at
tournaments and games on the pool speakers. Through games
and jokes we stayed motivated, allowing us to believe we could
win the next game,” junior Anthony Presto said.

The boys season wasn't as successful as they hoped it to be.
However, the team camaraderie made it an unforgettable season.
“I'll never forget that smile on Cotrell's face when he scored
seven goals in one game,” senior Aidan Bishop said. “We always
horsed around at practice but the most memorable moment

has to be when we all went swimming at Sundance and fought
on kayaks. We had great chemistry because we all treated each
other like brothers and we had no shame.”

3 ARM AND DANGEROUS Inan effort to score for the win,

senior Connor Bukhari, aims for the goal. Bukhari started

polo as a freshman. *During a match | try to support my team

I help by 9

F} Bukhari said. PHOTO BY JUSTICE CHAMBERS 4. 5 TEADY HAND
Head in the game, freshman Donovan Holmes practices his

~ forfun. "I really enjoyed it. We didn't win alot, but the guys.

on the team were like brothers to me. Win or lose, we stll had
agreat time, kept our heads up and just looked forward to the
] next game,” Holmes said. FHOTO BY BRENNA STEELE

FOR THE GOAL OF THE GAME In an effort to win
‘game, senior Jared Fairchilds aims for the goal.

JOSECAIRANZA, 3
It ke working as

2 BATTLE O In the middle of the game,
senior Cameron Coates fights for possession
of the ball to compete agairst Turlock. Coates
began playing his freshman year and is the

__ left wing of the team. *During a game 'm
constantly thinking about where the ball is and
predicting where it will go 5o | can get it and
score,” Coates said. PHOTO BY JUSTICE CHAMBERS

It ke ice sating,
fall over and

‘oveq but get back up
andy again.”
LS @BALOS 2
“Its like Minearat,

it's about

progressing:
‘andfullofrandom

LEADERSHIP

VETERAN PLAYERS BUILD A
CULTURE OF MENTORSHIP

“We look up to the older Eo\o players because
we respect thelr level of skill and how much
harder they practice. But personally, | see some of
them as older brothers. We hang together outside
of practice and sometimes they join us during
practice to show us certain moves and positions
and their benefit to help improve our game. The
upperclassmen are also friendly and offer great

surprises long the
way”

VIHAR CHAGANTL 3
“Its ke being on

“Its ke a bong
journey whera cne
has o avel uphil,
‘downhill and through

advice about school in general if we ask.” e
JOAQUIN MIGUEL GAWCHUA, 10 dastination.”
RESHA CHAND, 0

SEE SCOREBOARD & TEAM PHOTO ON PAGE 300 |




Mjea. I.

Coaching Writers & Editors

m Developing publication’s voice

m Developing lead writing for various types of journalistic writing
m Developing personal style within publication’s style

m Decreasing use of jargon, slang, cliches

m Show what you know about (a) writing and editing yourself or
(b) coaching writers and editors in given situations

m Give examples of how you do or would do...



Mjea. I.

Getting answers

m  https://www.schooljournalism.org

m  http://www.poynter.org/

m  visit the JEA Bookstore (www.jea.orq)
m  Best of the High School Press (NSPA)

N and, of course, the JEA listserv


https://curriculum.jea.org/wp/writing/

Mjea. I.

Getting answers (continued)

m  Contact me: morgan@go.olemiss.edu
m  Committee Chair Amy Sorrell: certification@jea.org

m  See more Get Certified presentations online at
http://jea.org/wp/certification/get-certified-
presentations/



