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Contest 24:
Graphic Design – Infographics

Directions: 
An infographic is a visual 
image used to represent 
information or data.  

An infographic provides 
information to the reader 
rather than just being 
a visual — a diagram, 
chart or map that conveys 
information pictorially (i.e. 
favorite music survey).

Assignment:
•Design one full-color infographic to accompany a story about teens and contact 
lenses.

•The infographic should fit on an 8 1/2-by-11-inch page.

•Participants may use only the information provided with this contest prompt to 
create the infographic. No other outside facts/statistics may be used. 

•Contestant entries may ONLY include or manipulate the images, photos and clip 
art provided with the Contest 24 material at jea.org/contests. NO OTHER IMAGES 
MAY BE USED. If the judges feel the entry violates the spirit of this rule, it will be 
disqualified. 

•Students are encouraged to include design special effects. There are no font 
specifications; use what you have available.

•Contains proper attribution 
for information

•Visually makes a point

•Uses appropriate format/
design

•Typography fits topic or 
content

•Artistic details fit topic or 
content

•Follows current design 
trends

•Includes credit lines to 
indicate source of information

Submitting Entries:
•All of the instructions for creating a PDF of your entry and uploading it into the 
contest system can be found at jea.org/contests.

•Please read all of the instructions carefully.

•Entries must be uploaded by 6 p.m. CDT Oct. 17, 2022.

•Do not wait until the last day! There are NO EXCEPTIONS for entries that do not 
meet this deadline!

WHAT THE 
JUDGES WILL  
LOOK FOR
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Topic: Contact Lenses
information from Statistica (October 2021) 
The global eyewear market, which is made up of eyeglasses, contact lenses, sunglasses and other eyewear products, was 
valued at around $140 billion (U.S. dollars) in 2020 and was forecast to reach $197 billion by 2027. In the United States, 
vision care is a multi-billion dollar market. The eyewear market in the U.S. is forecast to increase every year from 2020 forward. 

information from Fortune Business Insights 
•The global contact lens market is projected to grow from $9.94 billion in 2022 to $14.80 billion by 2029.  
•Leading players in the market, like Johnson & Johnson and Alcon, reported significant decline in demand during the 
pandemic due to multiple healthcare groups recommending eyeglasses over contacts to avoid the risk of infections. In addition, 
emergency protocols led to the closure of customer facilities, along with considerable disruption in business activities for 
manufacturers and distributors.
•72% of contact lens wearers reported less usage during this time compared to normal.
•In 2021, the market for contact lenses bounced back with companies reporting growth rates of over 15%.
•North America dominated the contact lens market share with a contribution of $3.27 billion in the global market in 2021.

 information from the Centers for Disease Control
Contact Lenses in the U.S.
• An estimated 45 million people in the U.S. wear contact lenses and two-thirds of those are female.
• The average age of contact lens wearers worldwide is 31 years old.
• An estimated 8% of contact lens wearers are under 18 years old, 17% are between18-24 and 75% are adults aged 25 and 
older.
•Almost 15% of all teenagers wear contact lenses.
•Contact lenses are medical devices regulated by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.
•Rigid, or hard, contact lenses made from plastic were first produced in the U.S. between 1938-1940.
•Soft contact lenses were first introduced to the U.S. in 1971.
•90% of contact lens wearers use soft contact lenses.

Benefits of Contact Lens Use
•Contact lenses can help people see better without affecting their appearance or interfering with many sports and activities.
•Some children and teens report feeling dramatically better about their appearance when wearing contact lenses.
•Children switching to contact lenses reported significant improvements in the areas of perceived appearance, participation in 
activities and satisfaction with vision correction.

Complications & Risk Factors
•Serious eye infections that can lead to blindness affect up to 1 out of every 500 contact lens users per year.
•Not following proper contact lens care instructions has been linked to outbreaks of serious eye infections.
•Between 40%-90% of contact lens wearers do not properly follow the care instructions for their contact lenses.
•Approximately 99% of respondents reported at least one contact lens hygiene behavior previously associated with an 
increased risk of eye infection or inflammation.
•Improper cleaning and irregular replacement of contact lenses and contact lens cases — as well as other behaviors relating 
to contact lens hygiene and care — have been linked to a higher risk of complications.
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information from the American Optometric Association

Benefits To Having Children/Teens Wear Contact Lenses vs. Glasses
- Increased confidence and self-esteem
 It’s a reality of life that a teenager’s self-esteem is linked to their self-image. If a child requires glasses, they may not like 
how they appear while wearing them. This can have a negative impact on their self-esteem, as well as their social lives and 
academic achievement. In a clinical study published by Optom and Vis Sci (2007), 80% of parents agreed that contact lenses 
dramatically improved the confidence and quality of life of their children. 

- No lost or broken glasses
 Children’s glasses are regularly lost or broken – sometimes numerous sets in the same year! This is especially true if a 
child or teen engages in a lot of physical activity. If this happens, parents may not be able to buy a replacement pair due to 
lack of coverage on their vision insurance plan. Students may be left without the glasses they require to view the blackboard 
or participate in sports in this situation. Contact lenses can’t get broken or lost as easily as glasses, making them a perfect 
replacement for glasses.

- Safety 
 Contact lenses provide good peripheral vision, which may improve your teen’s safety, especially when they are crossing 
roads, driving, participating in crowded situations or playing sports.

- School performance
 A teen’s attitude toward wearing glasses may affect how well they are able to learn at school. Wearing contact lenses can 
help improve academic performance in school for those students who refuse to wear their glasses. 

- Sports performance
 If a teen plays sports or is involved in frequent physical activities, contact lenses work better than glasses. They can also 
help kids stay focused on the court, in both their central and peripheral vision. Contact lens manufacturer Acuvue reported that 
65% of teens it surveyed said wearing contacts helped them perform better at sports. Contact lenses enable greater peripheral 
vision, so wearers can see more of the court or the field.


