
JEA NATIONAL STUDENT MEDIA CONTESTS•FALL 2022

Contest 09:
Newspaper Layout

Instructions: School Information:

Assignment:

•Please use your available desktop 
software to create your layout. 

•Use whatever size template 
your school uses for its newspaper 
(broadsheet, 11 x 17 or tabloid).

•You will design Page 1 including 
the flag or nameplate, stories and the 
available photos, and any graphics 
and artwork that you create. 

•Access available photos for this 
contest on the JEA website under 
Contests. You may enlarge, crop or 
reduce photos. You may use as many 
or as few as you choose.

•You may also create your own 
illustrations and/or infographics. 

•DO NOT include your name or 
your school name on your entry. 

•You will be judged only on the 
layout elements, but please fill your 
copy blocks with fill text.

•Write and place headlines directly 
into the layout. 

•With fill text, create and place 
caption blocks, subheads or other 
copy of this type. You may create 
your own pull quotes. Use any 
style, font and size that you deem 
appropriate. 

•Remember your work is being 
evaluated on design and layout. Your 
writing will not be evaluated, but 
please use correct spelling in elements 
of any size. Body copy blocks and 
captions should incorporate fill text 
for design effect. 

Lafayette High School 
17050 Clayton Road 
Wildwood, Missouri 63011 
Black and White 
Mascot: Lancers 
Newspaper: The Leader
Issue Information: Volume 20, Issue 2
Publication Date: Oct. 7, 2022

In black-and-white or color, design the front page for The Leader using 
any grid or column plan you like and the size template your newspaper 
uses (i.e. tabloid, broadsheet). Design a nameplate and design the page to 
include the coverage topic provided on the next page.

Use only the Contest 9 photos, stories and information on the JEA website 
under Contests. Other than provided photos and story ideas, do all of your 
own work on every aspect of this layout. You will be disqualified if you use 
images or material other than what JEA provides. 

Write actual headlines; create caption blocks with fill text and place them 
on the layout. You may also create your own pull quotes if you wish. 

Fill copy blocks with placeholder text; do not write a story. Use dummy 
names for photo credits and bylines.

You may use any of the provided photos. You may crop any provided 
photos to meet your needs. Do not flip photos. You may create your own 
original artwork by hand or with available computer programs. 

Submitting Entries:
•All of the instructions for creating a PDF of your entry and uploading it 
into the contest system can be found at jea.org/contests.

•Please read all of the instructions carefully.

•Entries must be uploaded by 6 p.m. CDT Oct. 17, 2022.

•Do not wait until the last day! There are NO EXCEPTIONS for entries that 
do not meet this deadline!
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Topic:  The New Normal 
•End of most COVID-19 safety protocols in classes meant most traditional class 
activities and events were back.
•The pandemic did leave some permanent impacts. 
•In a poll of 300 students done the first week of school, 83% said they preferred 
working with a partner or in small groups in class.  
•After having to work more independently for the past couple of years in classes, 
more traditional activities took place across curricular areas. 
•In college writing class, teacher Aleks Levka assigned editing circles on the days 
rough drafts were due so students could peer edit in class before completing final 
drafts at home.  
•In science classes, for the first time since March 2020, labs were completed by 
teams or with partners.
•Classes are still not allowed to take field trips due to a shortage of substitute 
teachers and bus drivers.
•The shortage of available substitute teachers is a statewide concern.
•Lafayette has one permanent sub who has been used every single class hour, every 
day since school opened Aug. 22.
•School nurse Kristina Frey reported a 62% increase in student absences last spring 
due to illnesses like flu and strep throat. She said masking, social distancing and better 
hand washing had kept those away in the past few years.
•Since the 2019-2020 school year, the custodial staff has gone from four daytime 
custodians to three, and the night crew has been reduced to three custodians from six.
•The night crew now is only able to empty trash in all the classrooms and clean the 
common areas of the school every night and do a full cleaning of classrooms once a 
week.

•Changes for the 2022-2023 school year: 
 -students can sit with more than four people to a table in the cafeteria
 -students can use hallway lockers
 -assemblies and large class meetings are allowed again
 -no mask requirements
 -no contact tracing requirement for positive cases
 -no mandatory quarantine for close contacts with positive cases
 -water fountains have re-opened
 -parent conferences will be held in person Oct. 19 and Oct. 27 
 -students could no longer opt to take a class virtually

•Resulting long-term impact from COVID-19:
 -the building is not open in the morning until 15 minutes before first hour
 -there are major shortages in child nutrition, custodial, substitute teacher,   
     transportation, special education aides and coaching staffs
 -the library is no longer open after school for student use
 -the cafeteria only offers three food line options instead of six

Hints: 
Use none, some or all 
of the data provided. 
You may organize it into 
infographics or use it 
otherwise to enhance your 
layout. 

Please check the section 
“What Judges Will Look 
For” under your contest. 
It is a reflection of the 
judging guidelines for this 
contest.

For a selection of photos 
to include, check the JEA 
website. Download the 
pictures, crop, size and 
place them as you wish. 
You may use Photoshop 
or a similar program to 
ethically alter the photos. 
If you use a photo as a 
photo illustration, as in a 
graphic, you do not have 
to include a caption. You 
are being judged on your 
layout, not your writing, 
but use correct spelling 
and AP style.

Photos:
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Quotes:
“I know we have been back in person for a while, but this year just finally feels like normal again. We are sitting in big groups 
and really working together on things like we used to do.” — Teresa Maldov, junior

“My biology partner was the best. She was not grossed out by anything, so she did the majority of the dissection, and I took 
down the notes. It was a perfect blend. Last year we had to work alone all the time and I hated it.” — Elena Trapini, sophomore

 “As part of an all-school effort to be more aware of students’ social-emotional learning, we wanted to incorporate more 
partner and group work. Not only was it helpful in teaching the valuable skills of communication and collaboration, but it 
allowed students to get to know many more of their peers in a different way and rebuild those important communication and 
collaboration skills they have been missing out on lately.” — Julia Garcia, principal

 “Being able to work well with others is as important a skill as math or science proficiency. In fact, most employers say they see 
promotions going more to people who are good collaborators, rather than good leaders.” — Trey Stamos, college and career 
counselor

“We will continue to work with our health professionals, and we will lean on our Communicable Disease policy to make a pivot 
in the building if that becomes necessary. But we are in a different place today than we have been with vaccine availability and 
percentage of those vaccinated, and we are well equipped to respond to COVID as we have to other illnesses in our schools.” 
— Julia Garcia, principal

“It is frustrating that field trips seem to be a thing of the past. Nothing can take the place of experiencing a live performance at 
the nearly 100-year-old Fabulous Fox Theater or taking a hike to see the 1.5 billion-year-old granite rocks at Elephant Rock 
State Park and then the nearby peaceful valley that was once the scene of the largest and most hard-fought battles in Missouri 
during the Civil War. These are experiences you can’t get in a classroom.” — Colten Greene, social studies teacher

“I know technically things are back to normal, but I hate that the building still seems a little bit locked down because we can’t 
come in early to go to classrooms early or hang out by our lockers. It seems pointless.” — Riley Andover, sophomore

“The shortages in the support staff make it challenging for everyone in the building. It impacts all of us because everyone has 
to do more work. I feel terrible for the custodial staff who is trying to keep our building clean and safe with half its usual team. 
There’s is just no way to maintain things if we do not have people to do the work.” — Carla Hoople, assistant principal

Additional Facts About Substitute Teacher Shortage:
•Missouri Governor Mike Parson signed legislation in June 2022 that both lowered the certification requirements and waived 
a limit on the number of hours retired teachers can substitute while still receiving their pensions.
•Missouri used to require 60 college credit hours to become a certified substitute teacher. 
•Now, the state requires 36 hours of college credit or applicants may take an optional 20-hour online course instead of 
completing those credit hours.
•In a January 2022 poll of nearly 4,000 National Education Association members nationwide, 74% reported having to fill in 
for colleagues during their planning periods due to shortages in substitute teachers. 
•In neighboring states, the shortage has led to some drastic measures including in Kansas where any 18-year-old with a high-
school diploma is eligible to apply to sub. 
•At Lafayette, substitute teachers are paid $101 per day. Teachers who fill in for a class on their planning period are paid $25 
per hour.


