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Contest 23: Graphic Design – Logo
DIRECTIONS:
For this contest, you 
will be designing a 
SQUARE logo in both 
full color and gray 
scale for an event.

DO NOT INCLUDE 
YOUR NAME OR 
SCHOOL NAME ON 
YOUR DESIGN.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
• Design a SQUARE logo in both full color and black-and-white (grayscale). 

• Include both logos on the same 8 1/2-by-11-inch page. With software available to you, 
design the logo based on the information provided. 

• Remember, you are NOT designing an advertisement, just a LOGO.

• Contestant entries may ONLY include or manipulate the images, photos and clip art provided 
with the contest material at jea.org/contests. NO OTHER IMAGES MAY BE USED. If the 
judges feel that the entry violates the spirit of this rule, it will be disqualified. 

• Students are encouraged to include design special effects. There are no font specifications; 
use what you have available. 

CONTEST PROMPT: 
Your student publications staff is planning some in-depth reporting covering the debate over 
high stakes testing in high schools on your area. Your task is to create a SQUARE LOGO that 
will be used to promote the coverage on your social media accounts and on your publications 
website in advance of the series publication. The logo will also be used to identify the stories in 
the newsmagazine that are part of the special coverage.

You may choose a title for the series if you would like. The series is scheduled for publication 
on May 2, 2021. The newsmagazine name is Western Views from West Seattle High School. 
The school colors are Gold and Black. There are 1,685 students at the school. 

*A high-stakes test is any test used to make important decisions about students, educators, 
schools or districts, most commonly for the purpose of accountability — i.e., the attempt 
by federal, state or local government agencies and school administrators to ensure that 
students are enrolled in effective schools and being taught by effective teachers. In general, 
“high stakes” means that test scores are used to determine punishments (such as sanctions, 
penalties, funding reductions, negative publicity), accolades (awards, public celebration, 
positive publicity), advancement (grade promotion or graduation for students), or compensation 
(salary increases or bonuses for administrators and teachers). These tests include state 
standardized tests as well as the ACT, SAT and PSAT.   
The series will be addressing the following: 

What 
judges 
look 
for

• Typographic 
details professional 
looking

• Selected fonts, art 
and/or photos that 
comprise the logo 
work well together

• Shows originality, 
creativity and 
innovation

• Work is clean and 
well executed

• Follows current 
design trends

SUBMITTING 
ENTRIES:
• Instructions for 
creating a PDF 
of your entry and 
uploading it to the 
contest system 
are at jea.org/
contests.

• Entries must be 
uploaded by 6 
p.m. CDT March 
15, 2021.

Pros
• High stakes tests offer an objective 
measurement of education and a good 
metric to gauge areas for improvement.
• High stakes tests offer meaningful data to 
help students in marginalized groups.
• High stakes tests are useful metrics for 
teacher evaluations.
• High stakes tests scores are good 
indicators of college and job success.

Cons
• High stakes tests only determine which 
students are good at taking tests, not a good 
measure of progress, and have not improved 
student performance.
• High stakes tests are racist, classist and 
sexist.
• High stakes tests are unfair metrics for 
teacher evaluations.
• High stakes test scores are not predictors 
of future success.

The series will also include opinions from students, staff members, college admissions 
officers, representatives from the Washington State Board of Education, representatives from 
ACT Inc. as well as data from the past five years from your school on high stakes tests that 
your students have taken.


