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INSTRUCTIONS:
• Write your yearbook story, 
headline and captions using any 
word processing program you 
choose.

• Specifically, write the following 
items: a primary headline, 
secondary headline/deck head, a 
copy block of no more than 200 
words and two captions.

• Convert your file to a PDF for 
submission.

• Entries must be uploaded by 6 
p.m. CDT March 15, 2021.

• Additional facts and quotes 
are included with the captions. 
You may intermix the information 
to make the best copy and 
captions. 

• You may add description to 
liven up your story (as if you were 
an eyewitness) but you may NOT 
make up facts or quotes.

•  All these items would appear 
on a single DPS.

 

TOPIC: LEARNING ON ZOOM 
• Zoom was launched in 2013 in San Jose, California as an enterprise 
video communications platform
• In December 2019, it had about 10 million users and in April of 2020, the 
company estimated over 300 million daily users
• The company’s 2020 revenue was estimated at over $21 million
• In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Zoom lifted its 40-minute time 
limit for free meetings for teachers and the company estimates that the app 
is used by 90,000 schools in 20 countries to teach remotely
• All Seattle Public Schools went to full remote learning for first semester 
and then had a gradual return to in-person beginning second semester with 
a hybrid schedule
• All West Seattle High School teachers used Zoom to teach virtually
• Each student was required to make an account with their school email 
address for security reasons. This allowed staff to ensure that only their 
students could log into their classes.
• Teachers found ways to utilize Zoom features to best re-create a 
traditional classroom environment by using breakout rooms for group work, 
inviting in guest speakers, taking students on virtual field trips and even 
playing some class games
• As the year progressed, more clubs started using Zoom to host meetings 
and events as well
• Student Council held special spirit events utilizing Zoom’s virtual 
background option giving prizes to students with the most creative themed 
backgrounds for certain assigned days like World Cultures Day, Pizza Day, 
Look on the Bright Side Day and others
• Technology was not without some glitches, including a couple of 
nationwide outages that left teachers resorting to sending lessons via 
Canvas and Google Classroom
• Some students also had Wi-Fi issues and would get kicked out of Zoom 
and then had to log back into their classes, but many teachers had waiting 
rooms enabled or locked the rooms once class started
• West Seattle’s administrators also used Zoom to conduct parent-teacher 
conferences, Meet The Teacher Night, staff meetings and other events that 
usually took place in person
• School policy required students to be dressed in school appropriate 
clothing and have cameras on for Zoom classes
• Teachers also spent some time talking about etiquette rules for Zoom 
classes at the start of the year

SCHOOL INFORMATION:
West Seattle High School 
3000 California Ave.  
Seattle, Washington 98116 
Gold and Black
Yearbook: Dahlia, Vol. 18
Theme: Seeing is Believing

HINTS:
• Leads should be well written 
with original angle and focus.

• Use colorful details, quotes, 
descriptions and transitions 
throughout the story.

• Be sure to use proper grammar 
and spelling. 

• Use consistent journalistic 
style.

• Headlines should be intriguing 
and reflect the story’s content.

• Captions should state more 
than the obvious, be varied in 
beginnings and add to the body 
of reader knowledge.
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QUOTES:
• “I would much rather be in my classroom with my students, but I think they have adapted well to virtual 
learning, and our Zoom environment started feeling a lot like we were actually together having a discussion 
about what we were reading.” — Marietta Indelicato, language arts teacher

• “Every time I see a TikTok or something making fun of the typical Zoom students it cracks me up because 
it is so accurate. Why is there always someone’s dog or cat making a guest appearance in every class?” — 
Randall Vera, senior

• “Our primary goal was to ensure that every student had the ability to access our virtual education platforms. 
To make that happen, we handed out over 600 hot spots to Seattle Public Schools families that needed better 
internet connections in their homes.” — Debbie Knight, Seattle Public Schools communications director

• “My teachers have done a pretty good job on Zoom. I was pretty impressed that they were able to make 
things seem almost normal in most ways. My science teacher set up experiments and did demonstrations for 
us. A lot of teachers also had guest speakers Zoom in with us or actually took us on virtual field trips. My art 
teacher arranged to go to a cool glass blowing studio and Zoomed live from there so we could see what they 
were doing and ask questions.” — Amber Won, sophomore

• “The main drawback to being on Zoom all day is the lack of real interaction with people. I actually miss all 
the drama at school. I even miss the crowded halls and bells and all the stuff I used to complain about.” — 
Tony Che, senior

• “We didn’t have any real discipline issues with Zoom. When we first started virtual learning we did have 
a bit of Zoombombing and some people who were joining class from their beds or in their pajamas, so we 
instituted some policies and sent home some expectations to parents and students and really things have 
been fine after that.” — Colleen Lewis, junior class principal

• “My AP psychology class tries to prank our teacher at least once a week. We will all start dancing at the 
same time or turn our screens upside down or change our names to something funny. I think he actually looks 
forward to it every week to see what we will come up with.” — Andrea Moller, senior

• “I ordered a bunch of Zoom-related T-shirts online that I wear every Friday. The students really like them. My 
favorites are my ‘You’re On Mute’ and ‘Breakout Room Boss’ shirts. I also change my name every Friday to 
something fun like Mr. Hamon Beens or Mr. Hal Jalikakick. We have to try to have a sense of humor about all 
of this, right?” — Craig McAllister, industrial technology teacher
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Photo #1 Information
Who: social studies teacher Libby Marsh

What: teaching U.S. Government class 

When: Sept. 14, 2020

Where: her West Seattle classroom 

Additional info: Teachers had to report to their 
classrooms each day when the district went 
to a virtual learning format; the district ordered 
additional technology like extra monitors for 
teachers, but there were delays because schools 
across the country placed large orders for 
technology in August, so most did not arrive until 
late October

Quote: “I didn’t mind coming to school to teach. 
I was more focused here, and it was actually nice 
to finally get out of my house for a change.” Libby 
Marsh, social studies teacher

Photo by: Sophia Ramirez

Photo #2 Information
Who: Sgt. Drew Pritchard from the U.S. Army’s 56th 
Band stationed at Joint Base Lewis-McChord in 
Tacoma, Washington

What: joins Concert Band class Zoom as a guest 
speaker for the brass section 

When: Oct. 15, 2020

Additional info: The 56th Army Band is a performance 
group but also offers clinics to musicians all over the 
northeastern U.S. 

Quote: “We usually have the 56th members join us in 
class for clinics, but this year that was not an option. 
They offered to do the sessions over Zoom, and we 
were excited for students to still have the chance to 
work with them.” Jason Long, band teacher

Photo courtesy: Jason Long
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DIRECTIONS:
• Write a caption for the picture and include a 
photo credit.

• Captions may be any length and may include 
any of the information provided in this prompt.

• You may NOT make up additional information; 
use only the facts given.

• Label the caption with the photo number on 
your document.


