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Contest 11:
Press Law and Ethics

INSTRUCTIONS:
• This test will assess your 
knowledge and understanding of 
scholastic press law and ethics. 

• Write your response to the prompt 
using any word processing program 
you choose.

• Next, convert the file to a PDF for 
submission.

• Entries must be uploaded by 6 p.m. 
CDT March 15, 2021.

DO NOT INCLUDE YOUR NAME 
OR SCHOOL NAME ON YOUR 
ENTRY. 

What judges 
look for

• Evidence of thorough research and 
application of the law to the prompt

• A comprehensive discussion of any  
ethical issues involved 

• Adherence to the same standards 
of grammar and logical expression 
you would expect in a journalistic 
piece

• Judges will look for a 
comprehensive understanding of 
media law and ethics as they apply 
to the scholastic media. They will 
also evaluate the contestants’ ability 
to apply the law and Society of 
Professional Journalists’ Code of 
Ethics to situations.

DIRECTIONS: 
Address the following prompt in a written essay.

You are the editor-in-chief of your public school news website or 
yearbook.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the school’s administration has 
initiated many policies designed to keep students safe in the 
school environment. They have told your adviser that reporters 
and photographers will not be allowed to leave the journalism 
classroom during the school day to conduct student interviews or 
take photos of classrooms etc. In addition, only one photographer 
will be allowed to attend sporting events and may only stay for 
15 minutes to take photos. Also, they have said you may only 
publish photos of students who are masked and following social 
distancing requirements. Finally, they have also said the student 
publications may not print the names of any students diagnosed 
with coronavirus.  

Prepare your arguments for a meeting with the school principal 
and cite specific legal and ethical arguments to back them up. 
Address each of the restrictions cited above in its own paragraph. 


