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Contest 03:
Feature Writing

INSTRUCTIONS: ASSIGNMENT:
You will be watching a video that includes an interview with Auburn High School’s 
Distributive Education Clubs of America sponsor Janet Tarsi, whose club members 
put together items for the group based in Auburn, Washington, called Chemo Bags 
of Hope. After viewing the interview and reading this material, write a feature story 
of no more than 350 words. You may NOT make up additional facts or quotes. You 
may select from the information here and from the interview. Be sure to look for a 
specific angle for your story.

TOPIC: CHEMO BAGS OF HOPE 
Auburn High School DECA club members work with this community group each 
year putting together bags for children. The bags typically include a lap blanket, 
folder, coloring book, journal and pen, hand, sanitizer, tissue, a stuffed animal, a 
reusable water bottle and a stress ball.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Chemo Bags of Hope is based in Auburn, Washington, and provides “Chemo 
Bags” to cancer patients facing chemotherapy and radiation. These bags are filled 
with items to help patients and caregivers get through the long hours of treatment. 
Each bag is lovingly filled with HOPE for its recipient. Bags are delivered to patients 
upon request, as well as to several local infusion centers and cancer resource 
centers.

The group was founded by Janis Cupp. In December 2014, Cupp was diagnosed 
with cancer. As she was getting ready to start her chemo, a friend gave her a bag 
full of items that she thought would bring comfort to Cupp and be helpful during 
her treatment. Cupp found great comfort from the items and felt so loved by her 
friend. As she sat through treatment week after week she began to realize not 
everyone has the same support system, and 
even those who did have support could use 
some extra hope.

As Cupp neared the end of her chemo 
treatments she came to realize her 
last chemotherapy would occur on her 
birthday.  She decided she wanted to 
gather her friends and put together bags 
for other patients facing cancer as a way to 
celebrate. So began Chemo Bags of Hope.

• Write your feature story using 
any word processing program 
you choose.

• Next, convert the file to a PDF 
for submission.

• Entries must be uploaded by 6 
p.m. CDT March 15, 2021.

DO NOT INCLUDE YOUR 
NAME OR SCHOOL 
NAME ON YOUR ENTRY.

What judges 
look for

• Feature lead that makes reader 
want to read on

• Colorful details

• Use of direct quotes and 
anecdotes

• Feature copy that appeals to 
the readers’ interest

• Emotional impact of copy

• Ability to find the news peg

• Accuracy, completeness and 
elimination of extraneous 
material

• Elimination of libelous 
statements

• Few convention errors; 
consistent use of journalistic 
style

Janet Tarsi


