
CATEGORY 21:
LITERARY MAGAZINE ILLUSTRATION

Hints:
• Adapt the art to the copy.

• Use originality in interpretation.

• Use simplicity and accuracy in
design of illustration.

• Take the poem’s placement into
consideration.

Assignment:
• Complete a hand-drawn illustration
on plain 8 1/2-by-11-inch white paper 
to accompany the following poem. 

• Scan your design and save as a
PDF.

• Entries MUST be uploaded between
Sept. 14 and Oct. 19, 2020, by 7
p.m. Eastern, 6 p.m. Central, 5 p.m.
Mountain, 4 p.m. Pacific, 3 p.m.
Alaska and 1 p.m. Hawaii time.

Specific Instructions:
• Indicate in a note on your paper
where the poem should appear on the
page in relation to the artwork.

• Do not use professional materials
like art tape, screens, letters or
construction paper.

• The illustration can be drawn either
vertically or horizontally.

• You may use any medium you
choose including but not limited
to pencil, pen, charcoal, markers,
pastels, watercolors etc.

• Make a note on your page for the
judges indicating the medium you
used in case it is not apparent from
the scanned copy.

DO NOT INCLUDE YOUR 
NAME OR SCHOOL NAME 
ON YOUR ENTRY.
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At first, it was a mask
I just wanted to hide
I wasn’t pretty enough,
I just wasn’t good enough
I only felt safe hiding from everyone
Not a doll, but I tried.
Pretty brushes and pallets,
They all spoke to me.
All I could hear was “you don’t need it,”
But nobody ever knew
Imperfections all over,
From the brows,
To the sweet honey brown eyes,
Down to the small pink lips,
With foundation on my pretty brown face,
I loved it all.
It’s not just an enhancer, it was my phase.
Now, it’s what I love.
The stage is over now.
Blending, beating, and swatching
Music to my ears.
Clashing, bumping and rolling brushes,
All the sounds of happiness.
I have learned over time,
Makeup is not beauty,
It is only happiness.


