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INSTRUCTIONS: SCHOOL INFORMATION:

Spread Topic: Senior Class End-of-Year Events

• Use whatever size template your
school uses for its yearbook. Please
use your available desktop software to
create your layout.

• Design one double-page layout
for the 2020 yearbook supplement
covering the end-of-year events for
the senior class that were impacted
by the school closing due to the
COVID-19 virus.

• Design your spread using the
available photos, any graphics of your
own construction and any fonts you
have available.

• Access available photos for this
contest at jea.org/contests. You may
enlarge, crop or reduce photos. You
may use as many or as few as you
choose.

• DO NOT include your name or
your school name on your entry.
If it is on the template you use, hide
it with a black box!

• You will be judged only on the layout
elements, but please fill your copy
blocks with fill text.

• Use the miscellaneous information
as you wish. Create graphics or
customize it to fit your layout.

• Write and place headlines directly
into the layout. With fill text, create
and place caption blocks, pulled
quotes, subheads or other copy of
this type. Use any style, font and size
that you deem appropriate.

• Remember that your design
and layout work is being judged.
Your writing will not be evaluated,
but please use correct spelling in
elements of any size. Use fill text for
your copy blocks.

In black-and-white or color, design a double-page layout (one spread) for the 
2020 yearbook supplement covering the end-of-year events for the senior 
class that were impacted by the school closing due to the COVID-19 virus.
You are designing Pages 4-5 of the supplement. Identify the layout with folios. 

Use only the available photos from jea.org/contests for Contest 17. Any 
graphics or artwork included on the submission may not be from another 
publication or from the internet; this includes clip art or images even if you 
have manipulated the original images into something new. Any artwork 
appearing on the submission must be of your own creation either through 
drawing, Photoshop or Illustrator work, or some other original creation of your 
own. These guidelines are in place to ensure equity among contestants and 
adherence to copyright laws. If judges feel images are obtained in a way that 
violates the spirit of these rules, the entry will be disqualified. 

You may enlarge, reduce or crop any provided photos to meet your design 
needs. You may use any or all of the provided photos. Do not flip the photos!

Write and place actual headlines. Use your choice of fonts and point sizes for 
all text elements in your spread. In your copy and caption blocks please use 
fill text. You must have a minimum of one block of copy, but multiple copy 
units are acceptable. Use dummy names for bylines and photo credits.

Olympia High School
4301 South Apopka Vineland Rd.
Orlando, Florida 32835
Gold and Black
Yearbook: Storied, Vol. 31 2020 Supplement
Theme: Seeing is Believing

Submitting Entries:
• All of the instructions for creating a PDF of your entry and uploading
it into the contest system can be found at jea.org/contests.

• Please read all of the instructions carefully.

• Entries MUST be submitted between Sept. 14 and Oct. 19, 2020,
by 7 p.m. Eastern, 6 p.m. Central, 5 p.m. Mountain, 4 p.m. Pacific, 3
p.m. Alaska and 1 p.m. Hawaii time.

• Do not wait until the last day! There are no exceptions made for
entries that are submitted after the deadline.
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SPREAD INFORMATION:PHOTOS:
For a selection of photographs to 
include with your stories, check the JEA 
website at jea.org/contests. Download 
the picture, crop, size and place them as 
you wish. You may also use Photoshop 
or a similar program to alter any of the 
photos. Place caption blocks in the most 
effective and readable manner. If you 
use a photo as a photo illustration, as 
in a graphic, you do not have to include 
a caption. You are being judged on 
your layout, not your writing, but please 
attempt to use correct spelling and 
Associated Press style in writing of any 
size. 

HINTS:
Use none, some or all of the extra data. 
You may organize it into infographics 
or use it otherwise to enhance your 
layout. Do not use it as a story. Be sure 
to somehow credit the source of the 
information. 

HEADS UP:
The contest rules at jea.org/contests 
reflect how you will be judged in this 
category. Please check the section 
“What Judges Will Look For” under your 
contest. It is a reflection of the judging 
sheet for this category. 

All public schools in Florida were shut down due to the spread of the corona 
virus in March. Gov. Ron DeSantis ordered all schools to shut down on March 
17, and while they were initially scheduled to reopen on April 15 and then on 
May 1. However on April 18, the governor ordered all schools closed through 
the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. Therefore, many traditional end-
of-year events for the graduating class had to be canceled, postponed or 
conducted very differently.

1: Cleaning Out Lockers/Returning Materials
• Student were sent an email on March 18 with a link to a Google Sheet that
included times they could sign up to come to campus on March 20 to collect
items they needed for virtual learning.
• To meet social distancing requirements, only 15 students from each academic
grade level could be in the building at a time. All students were checked in by
administrators at the front entrance, and they had 15 minutes to collect items.
• Technology department members were also available to check out
Chromebooks to students who needed them for working at home.
• On June 1-2 students were allowed on campus again to return items. The
same sign-in procedure was used only this time students also were required to 
wear masks. Students returned their Chromebooks, textbooks and cleaned out 
any remaining items from their lockers.
• Staff members were given building access March 15-20 to pick up any
material they needed to teach from home. After March 20, no one was allowed
in the building without permission from the district office.
• Staff members were allowed to enter again on June 1-2 to return items and
clean out their classrooms.
• “The building was very eerie when I went in to get my books from my locker.
I have never been in it when it was so empty and quiet. It was just sad. I was
literally the only person in the junior hallway. I just took everything in my locker
and went home. I really figured we would be back in a couple of weeks.” Amy
Stapleton, junior
• “I didn’t even go up when they said we could get our books and stuff because
I had most of my things at home already and I really thought the lockdown
would only last a week or two. Then when it was obvious we were never going
back in the building I was just so sad that I was never going to be back in those
halls as a senior, but I guess I would not have wanted my last memory to be of
being there alone anyway.” Vrisha Jagdish, senior
• “Seeing all of these students coming in with just a shell-shocked look on their
faces in June was heartbreaking. Many of them were in tears as they left the
school with their personal items. The staff was, too. It was just all so horribly
sad to leave this way.” Karen Calcaterra, principal

2: Prom
• Prom was originally scheduled for May 1.
• Several students held their own gatherings with close friends at their homes.
• Others got together in their prom outfits and took photos like they would have
before the actual event.
• Orange County Health Department officials issued warnings to community
members to maintain social distancing and keep groups to under 10 people to
avoid spreading COVID-19.
• “My parents decorated our garage and I had my girlfriend and two other
couples over for a nice dinner and then we had a dance in the garage. My
younger brother was the DJ. It was cheesy but at least we felt like we had a
senior prom.” Tony Oligschlager, senior
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• “A bunch of my friends and I had already bought dresses and we wanted to at least take prom pictures with our friend
group so we would have those high school memories, so we went to Shadow Bay Park and took pictures. Some people
were dressed up and some weren’t, but it didn’t matter. It was great to just get out of the house and be together, socially
distanced, but together.” Trini Malikitani

3: Senior Parade
• Because seniors lost out on so many end-of-year events like the senior trip to Disney World, the Mother-Son Brunch,
Father-Daughter Dinner, Prom, Senior Celebration party, Senior Skip Day Picnic and just the opportunity to say goodbye
to all their teachers, the administration scheduled a special senior parade in the school parking lot.
• The Senior Farewell Parade took place on May 21, the initial date scheduled for the Class of 2020 graduation.
• Olympia staff members and teachers from the junior high and elementary feeder schools lined the school parking lot to
say a final farewell to members of the Class of 2020 who participated.
• Language arts department Chair Ahmed Choate announced each student’s entrance to the parking lot as they pulled
in.
• Most seniors were accompanied by their families, and they decorated their cars with window paint, signs and balloons.
Many wore their caps and gowns, senior class T-shirts or shirts representing the colleges they would be attending.
• “The parade was way more than I could have ever imagined. It was an amazing way to say goodbye to everyone who
got us all through school. It was super emotional to wave goodbye to the teachers who I’ve grown close to and that have
taught me so much.” Ainsley Lewis, senior
• “Our goal was to bring some smiles and fun during this time that has been a little tough.” Karen Calcaterra, principal
• “The seniors missed so many special things. This parade was absolutely wonderful. To see all of their teachers there
supporting them was truly special and something that meant so much to all of our senior parents.” Mark Miles, senior
class parent organization representative

4: Senior Awards
• Senior Awards Night scheduled for April 28 was also canceled due to the COVID-19 lockdown.
• At this event, seniors are recognized for a variety of academic, extracurricular and athletic achievement.
• The college and career counselors prepared a video with all of the award announcements and released it on the school
website on May 1.
• The administrators also made surprise visits to the homes of the top senior award winners on April 28.
• “I heard all kinds of honking outside of my house and looked out the window, and I saw all these people in masks and
balloons, and then I realized that I knew all of them. When Dr. Mehrotra told me I had been named the Olympia Senior
Scholarship winner, I was just in shock. I feel so blessed to have been selected by the staff of the school that I love so
much.” Taji Cazembe, senior
• “I have always made community service a priority in my life and to have that recognized by my classmates and having
them select me as the Class of 2020 Above and Beyond Award winner means so much to me. I don’t do what I do for
recognition, but to be acknowledged by my peers is very special.” Derek Schreiner, senior

5: Graduation
• The ceremony was postponed from the May 21 date due to the lockdown mandates. The event took place on June 4.
• The Mall at Millenia offered local high schools the opportunity to use their parking lot to hold outdoor graduation
ceremonies where guests could view the event from their cars on jumbo-screens while the ceremony was broadcast on
loud speakers.
• Graduates were seated six feet apart in front of a large stage, and they used space inside the mall to space students in
line for the processional. Masks were required inside the building, but seniors were allowed to remove them when they
were outside.
• Each graduate was given two parking passes, and as seniors walked across the stage, families honked car horns and
cheered from a distance. A live-streaming option was also available for people who could not attend in person.
• The ceremony included a welcome from Olivia Kalamboukas, an address by Rachel Paese and a closing by Abhi
Ganesh. The seniors tried out for speaking parts via Zoom.
• When the sun went down, the night was highlighted by a clear sky and a full moon and ended with explosions of
confetti cannons as graduates threw their caps into the air.
• “We had to think about a lot of details. It took longer because we had to space everyone out as they came across
stage to collect their diplomas. Staff wore masks, and we couldn’t shake hands or hug kids. Choir and orchestra could
not perform due to social distancing, so we had teachers sing the national anthem.” Kirti Mehrotra, senior principal
• “I didn’t have high hopes because of the pandemic, but I got there, and it was actually fun.” Kate Billings, senior


