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TOPIC:  
FEMALES IN INDUSTRIAL TECH CLASSES

INFORMATION:
• While enrollment in general is down in industrial technology courses at
Olympia, instructors are seeing an upward trend in the number of females
enrolling in the Introduction to Auto Mechanics, Metal Processes and
Woodworking 1 and 2 courses.
• As recently as four years ago, Olympia had three full-time industrial tech
teachers and now, there is only one teacher as numbers of students in the
courses have dropped.
• Career and Technical Education coordinator David Abrams attributes the
overall decline to budget cuts, which has led to some course offerings to
be cut, modern technology, which has made some of the skills taught in the
courses more obsolete and stricter academic graduation requirements which
has made shop classes more of a “luxury elective that few students can afford
to take in their overloaded schedules.”
• Some students also opt for more technology driven CTE courses like
engineering, drafting or computer science.
• But, unlike national trends, the number of females in OHS industrial classes is
actually up 30% in 2020-2021.
• Industrial tech teacher Jim Earnest has worked to recruit students for his
courses by using data that shows a shortage of skilled workers across the
country is driving up wages in professions such as auto repair, construction
and welding.
• Local trade schools also may be helping to increase the participating of
females at the high school level as they are offering more scholarships to
women to attract more of them into the disproportionate workforce.
• Nationwide, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics in 2019, only 2%
of auto mechanics, 3% percent of construction workers and 4.5% percent of
welders were women.
• Earnest has worked to eliminate the persistent stigma about girls taking
traditional “shop classes” that has contributed for years to discouraging girls
from entering technical fields that have been culturally designated as “male”
professions.
• Earnest attributes some of the increase in his enrollment in his more
hands-on courses to the fact that so many students were involved in home-
improvement projects during the COVID-19 lockdown in 2020 and may have
seen how much they enjoyed those activities.
• Abrams also said a lot of work has been done with the curriculum in industrial
tech classes to remove some inherent gender biases that were present in
some of the assignments and projects, which has also made the courses less
stereotypical “male-only” courses.

CATEGORY 13: YEARBOOK COPY/CAPTION—ACADEMICS

Instructions: 
• Write your yearbook story, headline
and captions using any word
processing program you choose.

• Specifically, write the following
items: a primary headline, secondary
headline/deck head,  a copy block
of no more than 200 words and two
captions.

• Convert your file to a PDF for
submission.

• Entries MUST be uploaded between
Sept. 14 and Oct. 19, 2020, by 7
p.m. Eastern, 6 p.m. Central, 5 p.m.
Mountain, 4 p.m. Pacific, 3 p.m.
Alaska and 1 p.m. Hawaii time.

• Additional facts and quotes are
included with the captions. You may
intermix the information to make the
best copy and captions.

• You may add description to liven
up your story (as if you were an
eyewitness) but you may NOT make
up facts or quotes.

• All these items would appear on a
single DPS.

DO NOT INCLUDE YOUR 
NAME OR SCHOOL NAME 
ON YOUR ENTRY.

HINTS:

• Use well-written leads, original angle and
focus.

• Use facts, quotes and transitions
throughout the story.

• Use colorful detail and description to pull
the reader through the story.

• Use correct grammar and spelling.

• Use consistent journalistic style.

• The headline should intrigue and invite.
It should reflect the story and its most
significant content.

• Captions should state more than the
obvious, be varied in the beginnings and
add to the body of reader knowledge.
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QUOTES:

• “I knew that if I wanted to keep my job and also pass on my love of the industrial arts I was going to have to show
students why these skills are so vital for them. Shop classes — the wood, drafting, print, metal and other industrial arts
courses that served as a rite of passage for several generations — are fast disappearing from the high school curricula.”
— Jim Earnest, industrial technology teacher

• “Woodworking gives you skills you can use later in life. I may not use the skills in my career; I actually want to be a
chemist, but, I plan to own a home, and I know I will need to repair things or fix things.” — Tim Xu, senior

• “When we examined our curriculum and saw the projects were clearly projects that would appeal more to males,
that was something that had to be corrected. When we offered more choices for students, we met a wider variety of
interests.” — Career and Technical Education coordinator David Abrams

• “If you have the skills and show the interest, it can help you get a job in the future. I took Intro to Automotive because
my dad made me take it before I could get my license. He wanted to make sure I could do basic repairs on my car. But, I
realized that I love working on cars and there are so many job opportunities. I finally know what I am meant to do for the
rest of my life and I never would have guessed I would be a mechanic.” — Tasha Andersen, junior

• “There is still a need for skills taught in industrial technology courses, especially for our academically oriented students.
Any person who owns a home should be able to repair a molding, fix an electrical plug or refinish a piece of furniture.” —
Career and Technical Education coordinator David Abrams

• “I’ve always been interested in how cars work, but I didn’t want to be the only girl in the class so I never signed up.
Then I talked to Mr. Earnest at Curriculum Night and he told me there were several girls taking the class so I added it to
my schedule. Guys tend to think they know everything about cars already, and I didn’t want to feel stupid, but it is really
a great atmosphere. We all work as a team, and I have never felt like they treat me any differently because I am a girl in a
class that is typically made up of guys.”— Evelyn Harris, junior

• “My dad owns a metals fabrication company, and I would love to take over the family business some day. People think
that trade jobs are easy, but it is a highly skilled trade and also pays a lot. There is great job security also. He has to turn
away business regularly because we are so busy. I knew as soon as I got to high school, the Metals Processes class
would be the first thing on my schedule. I plan to take a lot of business classes, too, because I will be the boss someday
and need to know the trade and also the business side of things.” — Kim Trulove, freshman

• “It is very encouraging to see so many young women taking industrial technology courses at Olympia. We have several
scholarship programs for women in the areas of manufacturing, transportation, electronics and construction. Starting
in high school to gain the basic fundamental skills puts these students in a perfect position to earn scholarships for our
programs and then enter a very lucrative and open job market in the field of their choice.” — Kincaid Tricano, Orange
Technical College admissions director

• “I like that our class has some girls in it. I mean first for the obvious reason in that I like having some girls around. But it
is also nice just having a wide variety of people to work with. And, I like that it gets rid of that stigma that woods is just a
class for dumb boys. It is actually not an easy class. There are a lot of math skills involved.” — Shaun Severs, junior



JEA NATIONAL STUDENT MEDIA CONTESTS • FALL 2020

CATEGORY 13: YEARBOOK COPY/CAPTION—ACADEMICS

Caption Directions:
• Write a caption for the picture and

include a photo credit.

• Captions may be any length and may
include any of the information provided
in this prompt.

• You may NOT make up additional
information; use only the facts given.

• Label the caption with the photo number
on your document.

Photo #1 
Information:

Who: Amber Malik, junior
What: filing a tack weld on her project 
after securing pieces together 
When: Oct. 13, 2020
Where:  Room 188
Additional info: This was the second 
project in class that involved using sheet 
metal to create a box structure.
Quote: “The assignment was to use the 
sheet metal and tack welds to make 
a box structure and then we could do 
whatever we wanted with it, so I turned 
mine into pencil box for my desk at 
home.” 
— Amber Malik, sophomore

Photo by: Clay Pearson

Photo #2 
Information:
Who: Lily McVeigh, sophomore
What: sanding wood for a cutting board
When: Sept. 26, 2020
Where: Room 98
Additional info: It was the first project 
in Woodworking 1 designed so the 
students could learn how to use the 
different hand tools.
Quote: “When we were stuck at home 
all spring and summer my family just 
re-did one room at a time in our house. 
We watched YouTube videos and gutted 
rooms and made them over from top to 
bottom. I learned how to put in wood 
flooring, how to paint, how to tile, how 
to add can lights and how to dry wall. 
I loved it. I could actually see myself 
building houses some day. I decided to 
take Woodworking 1 to learn even more 
about how to make things and see if I 
liked it.” — Lily McVeigh, sophomore

Photo by: Austin Cranston
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