
05 Review WritingInstructions: 
• Write your review 
using any word 
processing program 
you choose.

• Next, convert the 
file to a PDF for 
submission.

• Entries MUST be 
uploaded between 
Sept. 14 and Oct. 
19, 2020, by 7 p.m. 
Eastern, 6 p.m. 
Central, 5 p.m. 
Mountain, 4 p.m. 
Pacific, 3 p.m. Alaska 
and 1 p.m. Hawaii 
time. 

DO NOT 
INCLUDE YOUR 
NAME OR 
SCHOOL NAME 
ON YOUR ENTRY. 

What 
judges 
look for

• Persuasive lead 
that quickly reaches 
assertion and/or 
attention-grabbing 
lead

• Clear expression of 
opinions

• Opinions supported 
by colorful, specific 
details

• Few convention 
errors; consistent use 
of journalistic style

• Accuracy, 
completeness 
and elimination of 
extraneous material

• Word choice avoids 
cliché and inflated 
language

• Strengths and 
weaknesses of the 
event or performance 
are clearly noted

JEA National Student Media Contests
Fall 2020 NHSJC

Assignment:
You will be watching a few YouTube videos of performances by today’s artist 
as well as an interview with her conducted by a member of the conference 
committee. After viewing all of the material, write a review of no more than 350 
words. You may select from the information below and pull information from the 
material you viewed, but do not do any additional research on your own. 

Today’s Performer: Charly Reynolds 

Biography 
Charly Reynolds is a 20-year-old singer-songwriter born and raised in Florida. 
She said she began singing before she could talk and was inspired by Disney movies 
and Broadway shows. By the time she was in kindergarten, she was singing the 
national anthem for her school. Soon, Reynolds found herself listening to Taylor Swift, 
who introduced the then 8-year-old to country music. She said that is what led her to 
pursue a career in country music.

After graduating from high school, Reynolds put off college and left Orlando, where 
she had performed regularly in local venues including Stardust Coffee and Digital 
Video, Friendly Confines, Johnny’s Fillin’ Station, Night of Joy at Walt Disney World 
and the Walt Disney Amphitheater, to move to Nashville, Tennessee to pursue her 
dream. 

Soon she found herself in co-writes on Music Row and performing on renowned 
stages at local songwriter rounds. Reynolds released a debut single, “Underneath 
the Stars,” in 2015, and followed it in 2016 with her next three singles, “Stupid Love 
Song,” “Need You By My Side” and “Get Over Yourself.”  In 2017, she released an 11-
song debut album, “Kickin’ Up Dust.” In 2018, Reynolds released her sophomore EP, 
“Kissed Us Goodbye” and performed her original song “Wonderland” at the nationally 
televised Orlando Citrus Parade.

Reynolds released her next single, “Shelby’s Song,” in 2019 with a corresponding 
music video. The video took off with over 25,000 views on YouTube in three days. It 
later was posted on CMT.com. She was honored with a Hollywood in Media Award for 
Best in Country, winning over seven other nominees. 

Reynolds’ latest single, “We Need To Talk,” which she co-wrote with Nicole Croteau, 
Kelly Seidel and Dave Mohr, was released in September 2019.
 
Since her move to Nashville, she has shared the stage with some of country music’s 
top acts including Billy Dean, Montgomery Gentry, John Schneider and Darryl Worley. 
She has also performed at fairs and festivals across America and at Nashville’s most 
prestigious venues including The Wildhorse Saloon, 3rd And Lindsley, AJ’s Good Time 
Bar and The Listening Room.

She is writing songs for her new project scheduled for release later in 2020, and 
regularly performs at Nashville writers nights and most popular venues. When she is 
not creating music, Reynolds enjoys baking, golfing, dancing, playing with her dog, 
Dolly Pawton, and hanging out with family and friends.

 


