
JEA National Student Media Contests
Fall 2020 NHSJC

04 Sports WritingInstructions: 
• Write your sports 
entry using any word 
processing program 
you choose.

• Next, convert the 
file to a PDF for 
submission.

• Entries MUST be 
uploaded between 
Sept. 14 and Oct. 
19, 2020, by 7 p.m. 
Eastern, 6 p.m. 
Central, 5 p.m. 
Mountain, 4 p.m. 
Pacific, 3 p.m. Alaska 
and 1 p.m. Hawaii 
time. 

DO NOT 
INCLUDE YOUR 
NAME OR 
SCHOOL NAME 
ON YOUR ENTRY. 

What 
judges 
look  for

• Attention-grabbing 
lead

• Strong focus on a 
clear angle; not a bio 
of the speaker

• Use of facts rather 
than generalizations

• Good use of colorful 
detail, informative 
direct quotes and 
description  and 
transition

• Few convention 
errors; consistent use 
of journalistic style

• Accuracy, 
completeness 
and elimination of 
extraneous material

Assignment: 
You will be watching two video clips on a sports feature subject conducted by a member 
of the convention team. After viewing the interview and watching a supplemental YouTube 
video and reading the information on this sheet, write a sports feature of no more than 
350 words. You may NOT make up additional facts or quotes. You may select from the 
information below and from the videos provided.

Session Topic: 
Steve Hogan, chief executive officer of Florida Citrus Sports, started working at the 
organization in 1995. He talks about the challenges COVID-19 is presenting for this 
college football season and the ripple effects it may have on the local economy.

Florida Citrus Sports is a not-for-profit membership organization dedicated to 
increasing community spirit and pride, promoting tourism, stimulating economic 
development and ultimately benefiting charities, educational institutions and the 
quality of life in central Florida through its signature events. The FCS’ mission is 
to positively impact the central Florida community, with a particular focus on those 
living in the historic West Lakes neighborhoods.
 
Since its first bowl game in 1947, it is estimated that Florida Citrus Sports has 
helped thousands of at-risk youth in central Florida through the Florida Citrus Sports 
Foundation MVPs programs.

Today, Florida Citrus Sports has more than 1,000 members and the organization is 
still growing.

The FCS vision is to become the bowl industry leader in generating economic and 
exposure impact, providing the best customer experience and to establish Orlando 
as the nation’s premier neutral site/venue for sports events. In “normal” years, the 
bowl games generate $70 million in economic benefit to hotels, restaurants and local 
shops.

The FCS traditionally hosts:
Florida Classic: Florida A&M vs. Bethune-Cookman University.
Cheez-It World Bowl: Big 12 vs. ACC team. 
The Vrbo Citrus Bowl: Big 10 vs. SEC team on New Year’s Day.

Recent community events:
• Book drive with AdventHealth for West Lakes Early Learning Center.
• School supplies drive with funds from its annual Sideline Wine and Dine fundraiser 
to purchase backpacks, paper, Crayons, markers, pencils, etc. for students living in 
Pandana at West Lakes.
• Food drops with the West Lake Partnership, Lyft Orlando, Second Harvest Food 
Bank and Arnold and Winnie Palmer Foundation have distributed more than 123,000 
pounds of food to local families during the COVID-19 pandemic.


