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the PaPer
NEVER LET THE TRUTH GET IN THE WAY OF A GOOD STORY

112 minutes • 1994

oscar nomination for best music, original song RANDY NEWMAN
for the song “Make Up Your Mind.”

grossed $38.8 million at the box office in the U.S.

SUMMARY
Henry Hackett, editor of a New York City tabloid, is a workaholic 
who loves his job, but the long hours and low pay are leading 
to discontent. Publisher Bernie White faces financial straits 
and has “hatchetman” Alicia Clark, Hackett’s nemesis, impose 
unpopular cutbacks. Hackett’s wife Martha, a pregnant former 
reporter of his, is fed up because he has so little time for his 
family. He is therefore considering an offer from Paul Bladden to 
edit a paper like the New York Times, which would mean more 
money, shorter hours and more respectability. However, the 
duty might also be a bit boring for his tastes. Soon a hot story 
confronts Henry with tough decisions.

DIRECTED BY Ron Howard

WRITTEN BY David Koepp & Stephen Koepp

CAST
Michael Keaton ..................Henry Hackett
Robert Duvall .....................Bernie White
Glenn Close ........................Alicia Clark
Marisa Tomei ......................Martha Hackett
Randy Quaid ......................Michael McDougal
Jason Robards ...................Graham Keighley
Jason Alexander ................Marion Sandusky
Spalding Gray ....................Paul Bladden
Catherine O’Hara ...............Susan
Lynne Thigpen ....................Janet
Jack Kehoe ........................Phil
Roma Maffia .......................Carmen
Clint Howard ......................Ray Blaisch
Geoffrey Owens .................Lou
Amelia Campbell ................Robin

KEY CONCEPTS and terms from the film for discussion.
• sensationalism
• hammer headline
• referring to a new photographer as “green”
• cost of “pushing” a deadline
• putting the paper “to bed”
• discussion of “if you’re in this for the money, get out”
• competitive spirit of “scooping” another paper
• value of art for front page visual impact
• pay scale and salary cutbacks
• Alicia’s speech about “mistake today/correction tomorrow” 

vs. Henry’s speech about the truth and “greater good”

POST-FILM WRITING ASSIGNMENT
“The Paper” vividly shows the highs and the lows of a news-
room and how one day in a journalist’s life can affect careers, 
readers, sources and families. How does the film confirm or dis-
pel your impression of a journalist’s daily routine? What aspects 
were as you expected? And which parts of the film portrayed 
aspects you did not anticipate? How does this film affect you 
personally in terms of future plans to pursue journalism?

Alternate approach: You may prefer to have circle discus-
sions on these questions. Rearrange the questions so that 
groups will begin with different questions. Then a group leader 
or reporter could share insights with the rest of the class during 
the last 15-20 minutes of the class period.

SOURCES: Internet Movie Database, http://www.imdb.com  
and Sarah Nichols, MJE, Whitney H.S. (Rocklin, Calif.)

ANSWERS FOR PARTNER TEST A
A-1: a; A-2: b; A-3: a; A-4: c; A-5: c; A-6: d; A-7: b; A-8: b;  
A-9: d; A-10: b; A-11: b; A-12: a; A-13: b; A-14: b; A-15: c; 
A-16: b; A-17: d; A-18: c; A-19: e; A-20: d
Answers for partner test b online at jea.org.



SPRING 2007 COMMUNICATION: JOURNALISM EDUCATION TODAY • 39

talk 
I show “The 
Paper” early 
in the year in 
Journalism 
I, and I find 
that it leads 
to fantastic 
discussion 
about 
journalistic 
integrity. I 
think a lot of 
teachers are 
hesitant to do 
a screening 
because of its 
R rating and 
language. I do 
a permission 
slip, and I’ve 
never had any 
trouble.

Sarah Nichols, 
MJE
Whitney High 
School (Rocklin, 
Calif.)

Below is a list of the main characters. Use the space provided to describe each character, including 
personality, job description and role in the film.

Henry Hackett

Bernie White

Alicia Clark

Martha Hackett

Michael McDougal

Graham Keighley

Marion Sandusky

Paul Bladden

The Paper

Summary, Part 1
On your own paper, write a paragraph (5-7 sentences) to describe what happened in the first part of 
the film. What do you know about the main characters? What do you know about the newsroom where 
they work? What is the story that makes big news for the day? What are the pros and cons of Henry’s 
current job?

Summary, Part 2
On your own paper, write a paragraph (5-7 sentences) to describe and explain what happened in 
the second part of the film. What happened? How has the plot developed? Describe the relationship 
between Henry and Alicia. Describe what happens as the paper is sent to press. Evaluate the relation-
ship between Henry and his wife.

Activity

the PaPer
Viewing Guide

BY SARAH NICHOLS
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A-1. Which is a metro paper?
a. The Sun
b. The Sentinel
c. The Times
d. The Star
e. The New Yorker

A-2. Who is killed at the beginning of the 
movie?

a. Two teenage boys
b. Two businessmen
c. Two police officers
d. The parking commissioner
e. The subway drivers

A-3. How many people die on the subway 
crash?

a. 0
b. 10
c. 12
d. 22
e. 100

A-4. Why was the photographer chosen to 
send to the perp walk?

a. He/she is an expert photographer sure to 
get the shot.

b. He/she needed overtime pay.
c. He/she was inexperienced and would 

probably miss the shot.
d. He/she loves to travel.
e. He/she knows how to get to the court-

house.

A-5. What information does Marty bring to 
the story Henry is working on?

a. She listens to the police scanner and 
knows the bust is no good.

b. She searches the Internet for mob infor-
mation.

c. She finds out that the victims lost mob 
money.

d. She watches the game show “Scrabble” 
for clues.

e. She reports the scores from Wimbledon.

A-6. What is the major theme of the film
a. Family relationships
b. Staff relationships
c. Monetary issues
d. Newspaper ethics
e. Political cover-ups

A-7. How much does it cost for every hour 
that the paper is late?

a. $8,000
b. $12,000
c. $16,000
d. $20,000
e. $24,000

A-8. Who is the press operator who carries 
the key?

a. James
b. Chuck
c. John
d. Sean
e. Rob

A-9. What does Henry take from his job 
interview?

a. A tote bag
b. A pen
c. A pair of sunglasses
d. A lead on a story
e. A notepad

A-10. What is wrong with Bernie?
a. He has food poisoning.
b. He has cancer.
c. He has flat feet.
d. He has a fear of heights.
e.	 He	can’t	swim.

A-11. Who is sleeping on Henry’s couch?
a. Bernie
b. McDougal
c. Alicia
d. Robin
e. Zandusky

A-12. Who said: “This shouldn’t be about 
semantics! This shouldn’t be about money. 
The story is wrong! It’s 180 degrees wrong!”

a. Henry
b. Alicia
c. McDougal
d. Zandusky
e. The police officer

A-13. What headline did Alicia want to run 
on the front page?

a. “Busted!”
b. “Gotcha!”
c.	 “They	Didn’t	Do	It!”
d.	 “You’re	Out!”
e. “Innocent!”

A-14. What does Henry need to run his head-
line?

a. A picture of the two teenage boys
b. A cop quote
c. An interview with the driver of the subway
d. Change for the vending machine
e.	 An	interview	with	the	boys’	mothers

A-15. What headline did the cop give?
a.	 “There	wasn’t	even	a	fingerprint	on	the	

gun!”
b. “These are good kids!”
c.	 “They	didn’t	do	it!”
d. “We had to arrest someone!”
e. All of the above

A-16. Why was Zandusky upset?
a.	 He	didn’t	think	the	teens	should	have	

been arrested.
b. His family is upset by the columns written 

about him.
c.	 He’s	afraid	they	won’t	make	the	deadline.
d. He needs to talk to the police.
e. He knows Marty is about to go into labor.

A-17. Whose car got towed?
a.	 Bernie’s
b.	 Alicia’s
c.	 Henry’s
d.	 McDougal’s
e.	 Robin’s

A-18. Who said: “Never before tonight have 
we ever knowingly gotten the story wrong. 
That’s what Henry meant!”

a. Henry
b. Alicia
c. McDougal
d. Zandusky
e. The police officer

A-19. Near the end of the movie, a shot is 
fired at the bar. Who shoots the gun?

a. Henry
b. Alicia
c. McDougal
d. Bernie
e. Zandusky

A-20. Near the end of the movie, which body 
part receives the shot?

a. Chest
b. Stomach
c. Arm
d. Leg
e. Foot

Activity  
the PaPer PARTNER TEST A

Media reporters begin good stories by uncovering facts. Reporters in training can learn to listen closely. They will discover how 
well they see and hear by answering the questions about “The Paper,” which depicts a high-action journalism day. Circle the let-
ter that is the best answer for each question. Your teacher will assign you a partner who is taking a different test. Your “editing” 
job will be to fact check your partner’s test and convince him or her to change any incorrect answers.

Contributed by Cheryl Pratt


