
Contest 26 Graphic Design: Photo IllustrationSome Helpful 
Hints:
A photo illustration 
is a type of digital 
art that begins with 
a digital photograph. 
Using special image 
enhancement software, 
the artist can then 
apply a variety of 
special effects to 
transform the photo 
into a work of art.

Be sure to 
design a PHOTO 
ILLUSTRATION, NOT 
AN INFOGRAPHIC!

An infographic helps 
readers visualize data 
with specific numbers 
and facts. A photo 
illustration helps the 
reader visualize an 
abstract feeling or 
concept based on the 
article.

Instructions:
DO NOT WRITE YOUR 
NAME OR SCHOOL 
NAME ON YOUR 
ENTRY.

Assignment: READ CAREFULLY — NEW RULES!

• Read the following article carefully. You will be trying to capture a concept from 
the article that couldn’t really be photographed purely on its own.

• Design one black-and-white or color photo illustration that fits on an 8 1/2-by-
11-inch piece of paper. Submit a photograph that has been manipulated through 
Photoshop or other photo-manipulation program to accompany a story package for 
publication using typography and/or art and graphics. 

• Contestants must shoot the photograph(s) themselves and then manipulate it using 
desktop publishing software. Be sure to ONLY use images you created. No stock 
photos/copyrighted material may be incorporated into the illustration.   

• Prepare materials before the convention and upload a PDF to writeoffs.jea.org.  

• Entries must be completed and uploaded between Sept. 4 and Oct. 10. 
On the last day, the cut-off time is 7 p.m. Eastern, 6 p.m. Central, 5 p.m. 
Mountain, 4 p.m. Pacific, 3 p.m. Alaska and 1 p.m. Hawaii time.

• You must be present at the convention and attend the critique session on 
Friday or you will be disqualified.

What 
judges 
look 
for

• Visually 
communicates an idea
• Shows originality and 
innovation
• Shows creativity
• Work is clean and well 
executed
• Artistic details fit topic 
or content
• Sophisticated use of 
illustration software 
• Follows current 
design trends
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Submission Instructions:
To Make A PDF
Depending on the software you are using to create your page, the procedure for exporting as a 
PDF will vary. In general, however, you want to export your PDF as a medium-range quality, such 
as “High Quality Print.” The PDF may not be larger than 4 MB. In InDesign, this is done on the 
Export Adobe PDF dialog box (File >> Adobe PDF Presets >> High Quality Print).

If you created your entry in a program other than InDesign, you can still reduce the file size 
significantly by using Adobe Acrobat Pro. Look for a feature such as “Reduce File Size.” In 
Acrobat Pro X, this is done by File >> Save As >> Reduced Size PDF.

To Upload An Entry
After preparing the PDF, go to writeoffs.jea.org. Select the View Contests under Manage 
Students. Click on the       icon beside the contest name and then the        icon to manage 
student submissions. Material MUST be uploaded beginning Sept. 4, but no later than Oct. 
10, 2018 by 7 p.m. Eastern, 6 p.m. Central, 5 p.m. Mountain, 4 p.m. Pacific, 3 p.m. Alaska 
and 1 p.m. Hawaii time. 

You must be present at the convention and attend the critique session on Friday or you 
will be disqualified. Do not wait until the last day! There are NO EXCEPTIONS. 



Balloon Releases Are Killing Wildlife and Marine Animals – 
Here’s What You Can Do Instead
By Arianna Pittman, June 5, 2018

For years, balloon releases have been used to celebrate events or honor the memory of someone lost.  Schools release 
them during football games, they’re sent floating into the air at running events and released by crowds of people at 
weddings, funerals, and memorials. And while those who organize and participate in balloon releases have the best of in-
tentions, what they fail to consider is what happens when those balloons eventually land – and when they do the results 
are detrimental to wildlife and marine animals.

The Long-Lasting Impact of Balloons
Balloons negatively impact our environment by littering streams, lakes and beaches. It’s basically the same as intention-
ally throwing trash on the ground or into the ocean. Even balloons marketed as biodegradable or “eco-friendly” can still 
take years to disintegrate, meaning they’re not any better for the environment than standard balloons.

When balloons make their way into the water, their tattered ends and floating pieces can resemble jellyfish or other sea 
life consumed by marine animals such as sea turtles, fish and dolphins. When the pieces of latex or Mylar are mistaken 
for food and ingested, they can get lodged in the digestive tract, inhibiting animal’s ability to eat and causing a slow and 
painful death by starvation.

Wildlife can also fall victim to balloons and balloon strings when the pieces fall to the ground or onto trees and bushes. 
Birds have been found injured with ribbons wrapped around their beaks or wings, and have strangled themselves when 
they become entangled in strings attached to trees or power lines. And just like marine animals, they can succumb to a 
painful death after ingesting balloons.

The negative impact on animals and the environment prompted the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and local chapters of 
the National Audubon Society to urge people to stop releasing balloons and instead find more humane alternatives that 
are safer for animals and our planet. Several states and cities in the U.S. and abroad have also passed laws regarding 
mass balloon releases after years of witnessing their detrimental effects.

What You Can Do
If you know of someone planning a balloon release, please urge them to consider one of these earth- and animal-friendly 
options instead. There are so many other symbolic acts that don’t involve the use of balloons. We’ve listed a few options 
for you below, and you can find more by visiting this website that offers not only fun alternatives but educational materi-
als to help you spread awareness about the dangers of balloons and balloon releases.

Bubbles
Bubbles are not only fun but can create stunning photo ops. Watching hundreds of bubbles float up into the sky can be 
mesmerizing and just as symbolic as seeing a balloon float away, but without the resulting of litter and endangerment to 
wildlife and marine animals.

Luminaries
Luminaries are a beautiful way to honor and memorialize loved ones. Instead of writing messages on balloons and re-
leasing them, you can write messages on recycled paper bags or reusable glass jars with candles placed inside to create 
a lighted path, or spell out a word or name. Each person can bring their bag or jar home afterward as a personal keep-
sake to remember the event.

Plant a Tree
Planting native trees and wildflowers is a beautiful way to create a memory that lasts for years to come – and give a 
little something back to nature.  Another fun idea is to have people release milkweed seeds, which helps populations of 
monarch butterflies thrive by replenishing depleted supplies of the milkweed plant that is essential to their survival.  Just 
remember: If you choose to plant trees or flowers somewhere other than your own yard, make sure you have prior per-
mission if it’s a public park or nature area, as they often have restrictions about potentially invasive species of plants.

Celebrations and commemorative events are meant to allow us to reflect on important times in our lives, there is no rea-
son these should come at the expense of wild animals.


