
Agenda 
Journalism Education Association Board Meeting 

Thursday, April 14 • 8:30 a.m. 
Hollywood Ballroom • Westin Bonaventure • Los Angeles, Calif. 

 
 
I. Call to order — Mark Newton (8:30 a.m.) 
II. Roll call and determination of quorum — Linda Barrington 
III. Reading of notice of meeting — Linda Barrington 
IV. Approval of minutes — Mark Newton 
V. Affirmation of electronic votes — Mark Newton 

A. Motion to accept the proposal from the Marriott Wardman Park in 
Washington, D.C., to host the Fall 2019 National High School Journalism 
Convention. (passed 60, March 31, 2016) 

VI. Approval of agenda — Mark Newton 
VII. Commendations — Mark Newton 

A. Adam Dawkins — Evelyn Lauer 
B. Leaders in state New Voices — John Bowen 
C. Michelle Harmon — Megan Fromm 
D. Jonathan Rogers — Megan Fromm 

VIII. Reports (9 a.m.) 
A. Writeoffs and Quiz Bowl (national qualifying) — Nancy Smith 
B. Conventions — Kelly Furnas 
C. Headquarters — Kelly Furnas 

1. Business Professionals of America — Kelly Furnas 
2. Documentation of subsequent events — Kelly Furnas 

D. JEA/NSPA Adviser Outreach Program — Sarah Nichols 
E. JEA Critique Summit — Mark Newton 
F. Diversity Committee — Stan Zoller 
G. NCTE — Mark Newton and Kelly Furnas 
H. Web page for memorials — Candace Perkins Bowen 
I. Principal Outreach Committee — Carrie Faust 

IX. New business (11 a.m.) 
A. 2019 National High School Journalism Convention proposals — Kelly Furnas 

(needs motion) 
B. New Voices endorsements — John Bowen 
C. Bylaw change — Candace Perkins Bowen 
D. Bylaw change — Mark Newton 
E. 20162017 budget — Kelly Furnas (needs motion) 

X. Adjournment (3 p.m.)
 

A followup meeting will be at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 16, 2016, 
in Wilshire Suite B. 

 
 



Unofficial Minutes (to be approved in Los Angeles, April 14, 2016)

The Journalism Education Association board meeting was held at 8:30 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 12, 2015,
in Europe 2, Lobby Level, at the Walt Disney World Dolphin hotel.

I. Call to order — Mark Newton (8:30 a.m.)

II. Roll call and determination of quorum — Connie Fulkerson

(voting members) Mark Newton, MJE, president; Sarah Nichols, MJE, vice president; Candace Perkins
Bowen, MJE, past president; Carrie Faust, MJE, directoratlarge; Stan Zoller, MJE, directoratlarge;
John Bowen, MJE, scholastic press rights director; Megan Fromm, CJE, educational initiatives
director.

(nonvoting members) 
Kelly Furnas, CJE, executive director; Connie Fulkerson, CJE, administrative assistant/secretary; Kim
Green, MJE, certification chair; Nancy Y. Smith, MJE, contest chair; Priscilla Frost, writing/design
contest coordinator; Kris Doran, broadcast contest coordinator; Bradley Wilson, MJE, Communication:
Journalism Education Today editor; Jonathan Rogers, MJE, professional outreach chair; Linda
Barrington, MJE, mentoring program chair; Evelyn Lauer, CJE, publications/public relations chair; April
van Buren, MJE, Journalism Quiz Bowl chair.

(others) Joe Humphrey, Orlando team chair; Heather Bunning, Business Professionals of America;
NSPA board: Diana Mitsu Klos, Albert Tims, Laura Widmer, Ann Visser, MJE; Peter Bobkowski,
Valerie Kibler, CJE; Ron Johnson, Jeanne Acton

III. Reading of notice of meeting — Connie Fulkerson

The following was posted in JEA.org on Oct. 12: The Journalism Education Association board of
directors will meet 8:30 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 12, 2015, in room Europe 2 of Walt Disney World Dolphin
in Orlando, Florida.

IV. Approval of minutes — Mark Newton

Motion to approve the spring 2015 board meeting minutes as written. (passed 70) 
Moved: Stan Zoller; Seconded: John Bowen

MINUTES FROM NOV. 12, 2015, BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
November 18, 2015



V. Affirmation of electronic votes

A. Motion to amend the JEA bylaws to reflect the following additions: Article III, Section 1,
subsection a: add a fourth category to read: (4) the director or officer on record for affiliated state,
regional or national scholastic press associations or student collegiate chapters. Article V, Section 1:
add a new second sentence to the last paragraph of the opening to read: Individuals are restricted to a
single vote per election cycle. (passed 70, June 12, 2015)

VI. Approval of agenda — Mark Newton 
Add VII: D (commend Kelly Furnas) and VIII: D (Minnesota New Voices Act) 
Motion to approve agenda as amended. (passed 70) 
Megan Fromm moved and Candace Perkins Bowen seconded.

VII. Commendations

A. Aaron Manfull — by Sarah Nichols. For his leadership of the Digital Media Committee.

B. Matt Rasgorshek — by Evelyn Lauer. For his production and editing of One Book podcasts.

C. Thomas Kaup — by Bradley Wilson. For his work on the C:JET magazine package on the role of
schools with a large portion of lowsocioeconomicstatus students in scholastic education.

D. Kelly Furnas — by Mark Newton. For all the behindthescenes work he does in communicating
with members and other outside the organization.

VIII. New business

A. Approval of IRS Form 990

Motion to approve the IRS Form 990 with the list of changes discussed.
Moved: Sarah Nichols. Seconded: Candace Bowen. (passed 70)

B. Update Adviser Code of Ethics — submitted by the Scholastic Press Rights Committee.

The three new updates are in administrative relations, social media and diversity. (passed 70). 
Changes are in bold: 
• Foster cooperation and open communication with administrators and other stakeholders while
students exercise their First Amendment rights. 
• Encourage journalistically responsible use of social media in schools and educate students, school
officials and community to its value. Educate students about the ramifications of its misuse. 
• Champion inclusion so that ALL students not only see themselves and their ideas represented, but
also see themselves as able to contribute to and to lead studentdetermined media. 



• Model standards of professional journalistic conduct. 
• Empower students to make decisions of style, structure and content by creating a learning
atmosphere where students will actively practice critical thinking and decisionmaking. 
• Encourage students to seek divergent points of view and to explore a variety of information sources
in their decisionmaking. 
• Support and defend a free, robust and active forum for student expression without prior review or
restraint. 
• Emphasize the importance of accuracy, balance and clarity in all aspects of news gathering and
reporting. 
• Show trust in students as they carry out their responsibilities by encouraging and supporting them in
a caring, learning environment. 
• Remain informed on press rights and responsibilities across media platforms. 
• Advise and mentor, rather than act as censor or decisionmaker. 
• Display professional and personal integrity in situations that might be construed as potential conflicts
of interest. 
• Support free expression for others in local and larger communities.

C. Mentor travel stipend policy — Mentoring Committee

The Mentor Committee moves that the travel stipend policy be changed so that mentors attending the
convention and forum (and judging Writeoffs would be reimbursed for hotel and travel costs, rather
than receive a set stipend. (passed 70)

D. Minnesota New Voices Act

Move to accept the endorsement as presented. (passed 70) 
Moved: Mark Newton. Seconded: John Bowen. 
The board also indicated it would be willing to endorse similar legislation from other states upon
request. The endorsement follows: 
The Journalism Education Association, the largest organization in the country for journalism teachers
and student media advisers, endorses New Voices Act proposed by Minnesota educators for the 2016
legislative session. Such endorsement reflects our mission and beliefs, including active defense of
First Amendment freedoms and journalistic responsibilities.

The Act’s purpose — to restore and preserve student expression at both the secondary and collegiate
levels —is an integral part of learning that must go on in our schools. Allowing students to make
content decisions and be in charge of their own media lets them practice critical thinking, researching,
interviewing, writing, editing and creating visuals while collaborating with other staffers to produce a
product for an audience.

Students also learn how a free and responsible press can improve their school communities by
informing, entertaining and influencing their audience. They model civics in action so not only the



student journalists see how democracy works, but also those who read and view their media.

The New Voices Act has a sound educational foundation that will prove a benefit to Minnesota
students far beyond their journalism rooms.

I. Reports

A. Conventions — Kelly Furnas

1. 2019 National High School Journalism Conventions 
After viewing siteselection methods, the board asked Furnas to work with NSPA to research
Washington, D.C., Anaheim and Philadelphia as potential sites for the 2019 fall and spring
conventions. 
The board also agreed to have JEA and NSPA directors explore a simpler way to manage the room
block at the convention hotel and overflow hotels starting with the Indianapolis convention.

2. Convention session selection — The board discussed the procedures for selecting and scheduling
convention sessions after concerns from the Digital Media Committee were expressed. No major
changes will be made; however, ways to improve the evaluation process of speakers and sessions will
be explored.

B. Headquarters — Kelly Furnas

1. Business Professionals of America — Kelly Furnas 
Furnas discussed the new partnership with BPA and benefits of aligning with a Career and Technical
Student Organization. We would like to send representatives from JEA to the BPA convention in May.

2. Documentation of subsequent events — Kelly Furnas 
There are no upcoming events that the board is aware of that will adversely affect the organization
financially.

C. Certification Committee — Kim Green

The committee had a productive retreat in May. Members worked with curriculum leaders to align the
test with what is offered at the curriculum site. Digital certification tests will be used for the first time at
this convention. The process will be evaluated. The applications also have been digitized. Green
confirmed that individuals who have earned CJE through Option C may use the same MJE application
as Option A and B recipients.

D. Diversity Committee — Stan Zoller

Zoller encouraged contacting professional journalism organizations in convention cities to get diverse



speakers and to identify schools for outreach.

E. State directors — Sarah Nichols

There are six new state directors since spring. The State Directors Guide was updated. Nichols voiced
concerns about states with inactive or no state directors.

F. JEA/NSPA Convention Subcommittee — Valerie Kibler

No report.

G. JEA/NSPA outreach program — Sarah Nichols

Sarah Nichols (representing JEA) and Valerie Kibler (representing NSPA) discussed a proposal for a
JEA/NSPA outreach: Onsite training program with these goals: 
• to reach teachers/students/programs unable to attend our conventions 
• to help journalism classes gain sufficient skills necessary for producing student media 
• to connect “outliers” to the greater scholastic journalism community (membership increase) 
• to collaborate between JEA/NSPA to benefit both teachers and students

The onsite training and ongoing outreach with schools in underserved areas gives JEA and NSPA a
chance to help build the foundation for teachers and their students and demonstrates JEA core values
of pedagogy (putting excellent teachers in the classroom to provide solid instruction using best
practices), advocacy and community (bringing together all types of teachers/programs and making
connections for students and teachers through PLCs in a positive and supportive relationship).

The board encouraged the committee to make sure the administrators at the schools applying are
supportive of journalism in the school. A budget for the training program will be submitted to each
board before their respective budget planning meetings.

H. Writeoffs

More than 2,000 were registered for the Orlando Writeoffs. Mark Newton asked the Contest
Committee to look at ways for states to get a process for qualifying for nationals.

I. Nominations

In planning ahead for elections, look for potential job descriptions changes. In the next election,
numerical results (votes per candidate) will be included as well as percentage results.

J. Other

1. The Board reviewed the progress being made on the organization’s goals. 



2. Heather Bunning from Business Professionals of America introduced herself and discussed the
JEA/BPA partnership.

Adjournment (4:33 p.m.) 
Moved: Stan Zoller; Seconded: Megan Fromm

A followup meeting will be at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 14, 2015, 
in Europe 2 of the Walt Disney World Dolphin

← Previous Post Next Post →



Commendations 
 

● Adam Dawkins, CJE, for his leadership during this year's Scholastic Journalism 
Week — Evelyn Lauer 

● Those who have and are working to enact “New Voices” state legislation for 
their leadership on what is right, vision of what should be standard and dedication 
to the impact of journalistically responsible and free scholastic media. JEA members, 
and others, play leading roles in these states to lead the fight for free expression 
legislation: Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey, 
Rhode Island, Texas, Washington and Wisconsin. — John Bowen 

● Michelle Harmon, JEA state director, Idaho — for taking great initiative in raising 
the profile of scholastic journalism in Idaho. She is active on the list‐serv and has 
been instrumental in making the state's journalism day a resounding success. In her 
short tenure, attendance at the state event has increased from roughly 40 students 
in 2014 to around 400 students in 2015. She is exactly the kind of volunteer, 
teacher, and passionate representative of scholastic journalism that we need. Thank 
you, Michelle! — Megan Fromm 

● Jonathan Rogers, Professional Outreach Chair, for the spent countless hours 
connecting with Flipboard Magazine to offer another venue for our students to 
showcase their work. His efforts attracted notable attention, even from journalism 
practitioners overseas who commented—after seeing the Flipboard winners—that 
scholastic journalism in the United States is light years ahead of other countries. I 
commend his enthusiasm, creativity, and ability to think outside the box in ways the 
benefit our students greatly. — Megan Fromm 
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Journalism Education Association Page 3 of 5

Statement of Activity
July 2015 - June 2016

Total

REVENUE

Donations/Grants Income 86,412.70

Membership Income 98,640.00

Other Income 32,442.72

Programming Income 361,774.55

Sales of Product Revenue 69,103.26

Total Revenue 648,373.23

COST OF GOODS SOLD

Cost of Goods Sold 44,591.66

Total Cost of Goods Sold 44,591.66

GROSS PROFIT 603,781.57

EXPENDITURES

Administrative Expenses 195,437.32

Awards Expenses 16,745.86

Investments Expense 6,563.92

Programming Expenses 271,519.36

Publications Expenses 25,503.95

Total Expenditures 515,770.41

NET OPERATING REVENUE 88,011.16

OTHER REVENUE

Dividends and Interest 39,829.79

Realized Gain/Loss on Investments 11,354.30

Total Other Revenue 51,184.09

NET OTHER REVENUE 51,184.09

NET REVENUE $139,195.25
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Statement of Financial Position
As of June 30, 2016

Total

ASSETS

Current Assets

Bank Accounts

(Checking) K-State Federal Credit Union 352,011.36

(PayPal) K-State Federal Credit Union Savings 89,110.46

(Savings) K-State Federal Credit Union 10,954.88

(Second Checking) Commerce Bank 40,524.00

Total Bank Accounts 492,600.70

Other current assets

(CDs) Commerce Bank 135,000.00

(Investments) Stifel Nicolaus 1,032,967.96

Inventory 32,364.94

Undeposited Funds 1,739.68

Total Other current assets 1,202,072.58

Total Current Assets 1,694,673.28

Fixed Assets

Accumulated Depreciation -16,580.57

Machinery & Equipment 19,754.00

Total Fixed Assets 3,173.43

TOTAL ASSETS $1,697,846.71

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Credit Cards

American Express 802.86

Total Credit Cards 802.86

Other Current Liabilities

Kansas Department of Revenue Payable 192.16

Square Gift Card 15.00

Total Other Current Liabilities 207.16

Total Current Liabilities 1,010.02

Total Liabilities 1,010.02

Equity

Opening Balance Equity 1,539,953.87
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Total

Retained Earnings 17,687.57

Net Revenue 139,195.25

Total Equity 1,696,836.69

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $1,697,846.71



JOURNALISM EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
Membership Totals as of March 7, 2016 (Voting Members Only)

State F12 S13 F13 S14 F14 S15 F15 S16
CHG 

FROM 
S15

CHG 
FROM 
F15

%F-S %S-S

Alabama 22 21 23 23 32 18 25 21 3 -4 84% 117%
Alaska 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 -1 0 0% 0%
Arizona 47 51 48 52 58 54 55 56 2 1 102% 104%
Arkansas 37 38 46 49 42 49 52 44 -5 -8 85% 90%
California 217 226 241 252 277 277 273 269 -8 -4 99% 97%
Colorado 74 72 71 74 90 89 104 105 16 1 101% 118%
Connecticut 6 2 5 6 9 10 9 8 -2 -1 89% 80%
Delaware 1 1 0 2 2 2 3 3 1 0 100% 150%
District of Columbia 8 6 3 4 7 8 12 7 -1 -5 58% 88%
Florida 70 67 76 81 87 90 105 137 47 32 130% 152%
Georgia 46 20 22 29 44 42 42 54 12 12 129% 129%
Hawaii 12 10 10 10 10 12 8 9 -3 1 113% 75%
Idaho 25 21 24 22 20 21 18 18 -3 0 100% 86%
Illinois 115 111 122 122 125 126 136 140 14 4 103% 111%
Indiana 61 60 63 62 68 66 73 79 13 6 108% 120%
Iowa 45 37 42 34 42 43 43 40 -3 -3 93% 93%
Kansas 115 107 98 93 98 93 96 102 9 6 106% 110%
Kentucky 19 19 18 14 16 11 14 14 3 0 100% 127%
Louisiana 7 10 11 13 14 14 12 11 -3 -1 92% 79%
Maine 2 1 2 2 0 2 1 2 0 1 200% 100%
Maryland 16 15 19 21 24 30 24 26 -4 2 108% 87%
Massachussetts 25 22 21 24 22 21 27 31 10 4 115% 148%
Michigan 76 66 60 56 71 78 74 72 -6 -2 97% 92%
Minnesota 32 19 23 23 18 19 21 28 9 7 133% 147%
Mississippi 29 9 5 4 11 11 16 15 4 -1 94% 136%
Missouri 102 92 97 103 111 116 126 136 20 10 108% 117%
Montana 10 11 15 16 17 16 14 11 -5 -3 79% 69%
Nebraska 40 42 44 43 43 46 51 58 12 7 114% 126%
Nevada 20 20 17 17 22 25 25 26 1 1 104% 104%
New Hampshire 8 7 7 10 11 9 6 7 -2 1 117% 78%
New Jersey 55 38 37 31 36 38 43 45 7 2 105% 118%
New Mexico 14 14 19 18 15 13 15 15 2 0 100% 115%
New York 34 19 21 17 18 22 32 33 11 1 103% 150%
North Carolina 75 49 49 53 50 50 55 52 2 -3 95% 104%
North Dakota 6 7 6 8 11 12 12 12 0 0 100% 100%
Ohio 52 53 52 58 59 61 65 65 4 0 100% 107%
Oklahoma 30 17 15 13 16 17 19 19 2 0 100% 112%
Oregon 42 42 42 44 43 35 51 45 10 -6 88% 129%
Pennsylvania 55 56 54 52 53 51 63 61 10 -2 97% 120%
Rhode Island 4 3 3 3 4 3 2 1 -2 -1 50% 33%
South Carolina 21 19 18 16 18 20 24 22 2 -2 92% 110%
South Dakota 3 4 8 6 10 12 6 3 -9 -3 50% 25%
Tennessee 27 24 27 26 37 33 34 34 1 0 100% 103%
Texas 254 253 236 222 240 257 259 270 13 11 104% 105%
Utah 10 6 6 10 10 9 18 17 8 -1 94% 189%
Vermont 5 4 3 2 2 2 4 4 2 0 100% 200%
Virginia 90 87 85 81 81 88 88 81 -7 -7 92% 92%
Washington 87 81 73 71 76 79 74 67 -12 -7 91% 85%
West Virginia 7 4 2 2 3 4 3 3 -1 0 100% 75%
Wisconsin 38 39 48 49 46 44 52 63 19 11 121% 143%
Wyoming 4 2 3 5 6 9 11 9 0 -2 82% 100%
Non-U.S. members 17 14 15 14 12 13 24 26 13 2 108% 200%

TOTAL 2,218 2,019 2,056 2,062 2,238 2,271 2,419 2,476 205 57 102% 109%

MEMBERSHIP TOTALS

F12 S13 F13 S14 F14 S15 F15 S16
CHG 

FROM 
S15

CHG 
FROM 
F15

%F-S %S-S

Total Non-voting Members 215 223 228 268 318 327 296 262 -65 -34 89% 80%
Total-Voting Members 2,218 2,019 2,056 2,062 2,238 2,271 2,419 2,476 205 57 102% 109%
GRAND TOTAL 2,433 2,242 2,284 2,330 2,556 2,598 2,715 2,738 226 272 101% 105%



TO: JEA Board of Directors 
FROM: Kelly Furnas, executive director 
DATE: March 27, 2016 
RE: Proposal for JEA/NSPA 2019 fall conference 

 
Executive directors from both JEA and NSPA recommend approval of a contract proposal 
from the Marriott Wardman Park in Washington, D.C., to host the Fall 2019 National High 
School Journalism Convention. 
 
We received adequate proposals from both the Marriott Wardman Park and the Washington 
Hilton, the Wardman Park’s proposal was stronger based on rate, meeting space and 
concessions. We have had our two largest conventions of all time at the Wardman Park, and 
our history at the hotel has been solid in terms of performance and value. 
 

Site Marriott Wardman Park, Washington, D.C. 

Dates Nov. 21-24, 2019 

Rate Rate of $219 flat 

Room block 1,100 on peak; 3,791 total 

Internet Included in guest rooms for Marriott Rewards 
members; 
available throughout the meeting space for $5,000 
(retail value of $33,000) 

Food/beverage Minimum of $50,000 

Meeting space 40 breakouts on Friday and Saturday 

 
This contract must also be approved by the NSPA board of directors.  

 
 

 
 



TO: JEA Board of Directors 
FROM: Kelly Furnas, executive director 
DATE: March 31, 2016 
RE: Proposal for JEA/NSPA 2019 spring conference 

 
Executive directors from both JEA and NSPA recommend approval of a contract proposal 
from the Hilton Anaheim to host the Spring 2019 National High School Journalism 
Convention. 
 
We received adequate proposals from both the Anaheim Marriott and the Hilton Anaheim, 
the Hilton’s proposal was stronger based on space configuration and concessions. 
 

Site Hilton Anaheim, California 

Dates April 25-28, 2019 

Rate Rate of $249 flat 

Room block 900 on peak; 2,995 total 

Internet Included in guest rooms; 500 concurrent connections 
available throughout the meeting space complimentary 

Food/beverage Minimum of $60,000 

Meeting space 45 breakouts on Friday and Saturday 

 
This contract must also be approved by the NSPA board of directors.  

 
 

 
 



New Voices endorsements 
Scholastic Press Rights Committee 

 
States across the country are working to pass student free expression legislation and deserve 
support from all journalism organizations. At this time, we feel these states are closest to 
potential enactment. We know other states are also working on legislation but are not close 
enough at this point to endorse. We should consider endorsing other states when they are 
ready. 
 
We move that JEA endorse the following free expression legislative efforts because supporting 
free expression in scholastic media is part of our mission. We have attached copies of the latest 
version (March 15) of their legislative endeavors. 
 
The states for endorsement are: 

● Illinois 
● Maryland 
● Michigan 
● Minnesota 
● Missouri 
● New Jersey 
● Washington 
● Wisconsin 

 



99TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

State of Illinois

2015 and 2016
HB5902

by Rep. Will Guzzardi

SYNOPSIS AS INTRODUCED:
New Act

Creates the Speech Rights of Student Journalists Act. Defines "student
journalist" as a public high school student. Provides that a student
journalist has the right to exercise freedom of speech and of the press in
school-sponsored media, regardless of whether the media is supported
financially by the school district or by use of school facilities or
produced in conjunction with a class in which the student is enrolled.
Provides that a student journalist is responsible for determining the news,
opinion, feature, and advertising content of school-sponsored media.
Provides that the Act does not authorize or protect expression by a student
journalist that (1) is libelous or slanderous; (2) constitutes an
unwarranted invasion of privacy; (3) violates federal or State law; or (4)
so incites students as to create a clear and present danger of the
commission of an unlawful act, the violation of policies of the school
district, or the material and substantial disruption of the orderly
operation of the school. Provides that an employee of a school district
shall not be dismissed, suspended, disciplined, reassigned, transferred,
or otherwise retaliated against solely for acting to protect a student
journalist engaged in conduct authorized under the Act. Effective
immediately.
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AN ACT concerning education.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assembly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the Speech

Rights of Student Journalists Act.

Section 5. Definitions. As used in this Act:

"School-sponsored media" means any material that is

prepared, substantially written, published, or broadcast by a

student journalist at a public school, distributed or generally

made available to members of the student body, and prepared

under the direction of a student media adviser.

School-sponsored media does not include media intended for

distribution or transmission solely in the classroom in which

the media is produced.

"Student journalist" means a public high school student who

gathers, compiles, writes, edits, photographs, records, or

prepares information for dissemination in school-sponsored

media.

"Student media adviser" means an individual employed,

appointed, or designated by a school district to supervise or

provide instruction relating to school-sponsored media.

Section 10. Free speech. Except as otherwise provided in
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Section 15 of this Act, a student journalist has the right to

exercise freedom of speech and of the press in school-sponsored

media, regardless of whether the media is supported financially

by the school district or by use of school facilities or

produced in conjunction with a class in which the student is

enrolled. Subject to Section 15 of this Act, a student

journalist is responsible for determining the news, opinion,

feature, and advertising content of school-sponsored media.

This Section shall not be construed to prevent a student media

adviser from teaching professional standards of English and

journalism to student journalists.

Section 15. Exceptions. This Act does not authorize or

protect expression by a student journalist that:

(1) is libelous or slanderous;

(2) constitutes an unwarranted invasion of privacy;

(3) violates federal or State law; or

(4) so incites students as to create a clear and

present danger of the commission of an unlawful act, the

violation of policies of the school district, or the

material and substantial disruption of the orderly

operation of the school.

Section 20. Protections for authorized conduct. An

employee of a school district shall not be dismissed,

suspended, disciplined, reassigned, transferred, or otherwise
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retaliated against solely for acting to protect a student

journalist engaged in conduct authorized under this Act or

refusing to infringe upon conduct that is protected by this

Act, the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, or

Section 4 of Article I of the Illinois Constitution.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becoming law.
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EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW. 
        [Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law. 

           *sb0764*   

  

SENATE BILL 764 
F1, F2   6lr0867 

    CF 6lr3239 

By: Senators Raskin and Rosapepe 

Introduced and read first time: February 5, 2016 

Assigned to: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs 

 

A BILL ENTITLED 

 

AN ACT concerning 1 

 

Education – Student Journalists – Freedom of Speech and Freedom of the Press 2 

 

FOR the purpose of authorizing certain student journalists to exercise freedom of speech 3 

and freedom of the press in school–sponsored media; making certain student 4 

journalists responsible for determining certain content of school–sponsored media; 5 

providing for the construction of certain provisions of this Act; prohibiting a county 6 

board of education from exercising prior restraint, except under certain 7 

circumstances; specifying that the administration of a certain public school will have 8 

the burden of proving certain justification under certain circumstances; prohibiting 9 

the discipline of certain student journalists and certain media advisors under certain 10 

circumstances; requiring certain county boards and certain institutions of higher 11 

education to adopt certain policies; defining certain terms; and generally relating to 12 

the freedom of speech and the freedom of the press for student journalists in  13 

school–sponsored media.  14 

 

BY adding to 15 

 Article – Education 16 

Section 7–121 and 15–119 17 

 Annotated Code of Maryland 18 

 (2014 Replacement Volume and 2015 Supplement) 19 

 

 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND, 20 

That the Laws of Maryland read as follows: 21 

 

Article – Education 22 

 

7–121. 23 

 

 (A) (1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS 24 

INDICATED. 25 
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  (2) (I) “SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA” MEANS ANY MATERIAL THAT 1 

IS: 2 

 

    1. PREPARED, WRITTEN, PUBLISHED, OR BROADCAST 3 

BY A STUDENT JOURNALIST AT A PUBLIC SCHOOL; 4 

 

    2. DISTRIBUTED OR GENERALLY MADE AVAILABLE TO 5 

MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT BODY; AND  6 

 

    3. PREPARED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF A STUDENT 7 

MEDIA ADVISOR. 8 

 

   (II) “SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA” DOES NOT INCLUDE 9 

MATERIAL THAT IS INTENDED FOR DISTRIBUTION OR TRANSMISSION SOLELY IN THE 10 

CLASSROOM IN WHICH THE MATERIAL IS PRODUCED. 11 

 

  (3) “STUDENT JOURNALIST” MEANS A PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENT WHO 12 

GATHERS, COMPILES, WRITES, EDITS, PHOTOGRAPHS, RECORDS, OR PREPARES 13 

INFORMATION FOR DISSEMINATION IN SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA. 14 

 

  (4) “STUDENT MEDIA ADVISOR” MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL EMPLOYED, 15 

APPOINTED, OR DESIGNATED BY A COUNTY BOARD OR A PUBLIC SCHOOL TO 16 

SUPERVISE OR PROVIDE INSTRUCTION RELATING TO SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA. 17 

 

 (B) (1) SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (D) OF THIS SECTION, A STUDENT 18 

JOURNALIST MAY EXERCISE FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND FREEDOM OF THE PRESS IN 19 

SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA. 20 

 

  (2) PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED 21 

TO BE LIMITED BY THE FACT THAT THE SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA IS: 22 

 

   (I) SUPPORTED FINANCIALLY BY THE LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM, 23 

OR BY THE PUBLIC SCHOOL, OR BY USE OF FACILITIES OWNED BY THE COUNTY 24 

BOARD; OR  25 

 

   (II) PRODUCED IN CONJUNCTION WITH A CLASS IN WHICH THE 26 

STUDENT JOURNALIST IS ENROLLED. 27 

 

 (C) (1) SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (D) OF THIS SECTION, A STUDENT 28 

JOURNALIST IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DETERMINING THE NEWS, OPINION, FEATURE, 29 

AND ADVERTISING CONTENT OF SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA. 30 
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  (2) PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED 1 

TO PREVENT A STUDENT MEDIA ADVISOR FROM TEACHING PROFESSIONAL 2 

STANDARDS OF ENGLISH AND JOURNALISM TO STUDENT JOURNALISTS. 3 

 

 (D) THIS SECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TO AUTHORIZE OR PROTECT 4 

CONTENT OF SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA BY A STUDENT JOURNALIST THAT: 5 

 

  (1) IS LIBELOUS OR SLANDEROUS; 6 

 

  (2) CONSTITUTES AN UNWARRANTED INVASION OF PRIVACY; 7 

 

  (3) VIOLATES FEDERAL OR STATE LAW; OR 8 

 

  (4) INCITES STUDENTS TO CREATE A CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER 9 

OF THE COMMISSION OF AN UNLAWFUL ACT, THE VIOLATION OF COUNTY BOARD 10 

POLICIES, OR THE MATERIAL AND SUBSTANTIAL DISRUPTION OF THE ORDERLY 11 

OPERATION OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL. 12 

 

 (E) (1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH (2) OF THIS SUBSECTION, A 13 

COUNTY BOARD MAY NOT EXERCISE PRIOR RESTRAINT OF ANY SCHOOL–SPONSORED 14 

MEDIA. 15 

 

  (2) A COUNTY BOARD MAY EXERCISE PRIOR RESTRAINT OF  16 

SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA DESCRIBED UNDER SUBSECTION (D) OF THIS SECTION. 17 

 

 (F) THE ADMINISTRATION OF A PUBLIC SCHOOL SHALL HAVE THE BURDEN 18 

OF PROVING JUSTIFICATION WITHOUT UNDUE DELAY BEFORE AN ACTION IS TAKEN 19 

UNDER SUBSECTION (E)(2) OF THIS SECTION. 20 

 

 (G) (1) A STUDENT JOURNALIST MAY NOT BE DISCIPLINED FOR ACTING 21 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTIONS (B) OR (C) OF THIS SECTION. 22 

 

  (2) A STUDENT MEDIA ADVISOR MAY NOT BE DISMISSED, SUSPENDED, 23 

DISCIPLINED, REASSIGNED, TRANSFERRED, OR OTHERWISE RETALIATED AGAINST 24 

FOR: 25 

 

   (I) ACTING TO PROTECT A STUDENT JOURNALIST ENGAGED IN 26 

CONDUCT UNDER SUBSECTIONS (B) OR (C) OF THIS SECTION; OR 27 

 

   (II) REFUSING TO INFRINGE ON CONDUCT THAT IS PROTECTED 28 

BY SUBSECTIONS (B) OR (C) OF THIS SECTION, THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE 29 

UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, OR ARTICLE 40 OF THE MARYLAND DECLARATION 30 

OF RIGHTS. 31 
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 (H) (1) EACH COUNTY BOARD SHALL ADOPT A WRITTEN POLICY 1 

CONCERNING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION. 2 

 

  (2) THE POLICY ADOPTED UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS 3 

SUBSECTION: 4 

 

   (I) SHALL INCLUDE REASONABLE PROVISIONS FOR THE TIME, 5 

PLACE, AND MANNER OF EXPRESSION BY A STUDENT JOURNALIST IN  6 

SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA; AND 7 

 

   (II) NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTIONS (B) 8 

AND (C) OF THIS SECTION, MAY INCLUDE LIMITATIONS ON LANGUAGE THAT MAY BE 9 

DEFINED AS PROFANE, HARASSING, THREATENING, OR INTIMIDATING. 10 

 

15–119. 11 

 

 (A) (1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS 12 

INDICATED. 13 

 

  (2) (I) “SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA” MEANS ANY MATERIAL THAT 14 

IS: 15 

 

    1. PREPARED, WRITTEN, PUBLISHED, OR BROADCAST 16 

BY A STUDENT JOURNALIST AT A PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION; 17 

 

    2. DISTRIBUTED OR GENERALLY MADE AVAILABLE TO 18 

MEMBERS OF THE STUDENT BODY; AND  19 

 

    3. PREPARED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF A STUDENT 20 

MEDIA ADVISOR. 21 

 

   (II) “SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA” DOES NOT INCLUDE 22 

MATERIAL THAT IS INTENDED FOR DISTRIBUTION OR TRANSMISSION SOLELY IN THE 23 

CLASSROOM IN WHICH THE MATERIAL IS PRODUCED. 24 

 

  (3) “STUDENT JOURNALIST” MEANS A STUDENT AT A PUBLIC 25 

INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION WHO GATHERS, COMPILES, WRITES, EDITS, 26 

PHOTOGRAPHS, RECORDS, OR PREPARES INFORMATION FOR DISSEMINATION IN 27 

SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA. 28 
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  (4) “STUDENT MEDIA ADVISOR” MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL EMPLOYED, 1 

APPOINTED, OR DESIGNATED BY A PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION TO 2 

SUPERVISE OR PROVIDE INSTRUCTION RELATING TO SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA. 3 

 

 (B) (1) SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (D) OF THIS SECTION, A STUDENT 4 

JOURNALIST MAY EXERCISE FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND FREEDOM OF THE PRESS IN 5 

SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA. 6 

 

  (2) PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED 7 

TO BE LIMITED BY THE FACT THAT THE SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA IS: 8 

 

   (I) SUPPORTED FINANCIALLY BY THE PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF 9 

HIGHER EDUCATION OR BY USE OF FACILITIES OWNED BY THE INSTITUTION; OR  10 

 

   (II) PRODUCED IN CONJUNCTION WITH A CLASS IN WHICH THE 11 

STUDENT JOURNALIST IS ENROLLED. 12 

 

 (C) (1) SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (D) OF THIS SECTION, A STUDENT 13 

JOURNALIST IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DETERMINING THE NEWS, OPINION, FEATURE, 14 

AND ADVERTISING CONTENT OF SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA. 15 

 

  (2) PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED 16 

TO PREVENT A STUDENT MEDIA ADVISOR FROM TEACHING PROFESSIONAL 17 

STANDARDS OF ENGLISH AND JOURNALISM TO STUDENT JOURNALISTS. 18 

 

 (D) THIS SECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TO AUTHORIZE OR PROTECT 19 

CONTENT OF SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA BY A STUDENT JOURNALIST THAT: 20 

 

  (1) IS LIBELOUS OR SLANDEROUS; 21 

 

  (2) CONSTITUTES AN UNWARRANTED INVASION OF PRIVACY; 22 

 

  (3) VIOLATES FEDERAL OR STATE LAW; OR 23 

 

  (4) INCITES STUDENTS TO CREATE A CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER 24 

OF THE COMMISSION OF AN UNLAWFUL ACT, THE VIOLATION OF POLICIES OF THE 25 

PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION, OR THE MATERIAL AND SUBSTANTIAL 26 

DISRUPTION OF THE ORDERLY OPERATION OF THE INSTITUTION. 27 

 

 (E) (1) A STUDENT JOURNALIST MAY NOT BE DISCIPLINED FOR ACTING 28 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTIONS (B) OR (C) OF THIS SECTION. 29 
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  (2) A STUDENT MEDIA ADVISOR MAY NOT BE DISMISSED, SUSPENDED, 1 

DISCIPLINED, REASSIGNED, TRANSFERRED, OR OTHERWISE RETALIATED AGAINST 2 

FOR: 3 

 

   (I) ACTING TO PROTECT A STUDENT JOURNALIST ENGAGED IN 4 

CONDUCT UNDER SUBSECTIONS (B) OR (C) OF THIS SECTION; OR 5 

 

   (II) REFUSING TO INFRINGE ON CONDUCT THAT IS PROTECTED 6 

BY SUBSECTIONS (B) OR (C) OF THIS SECTION, THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE 7 

UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, OR ARTICLE 40 OF THE MARYLAND DECLARATION 8 

OF RIGHTS. 9 

 

 (F) (1) EACH PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION SHALL ADOPT 10 

A WRITTEN POLICY CONCERNING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION. 11 

 

  (2) THE POLICY ADOPTED UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS 12 

SUBSECTION: 13 

 

   (I) SHALL INCLUDE REASONABLE PROVISIONS FOR THE TIME, 14 

PLACE, AND MANNER OF EXPRESSION BY A STUDENT JOURNALIST IN  15 

SCHOOL–SPONSORED MEDIA; AND 16 

 

   (II) NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTIONS (B) 17 

AND (C) OF THIS SECTION, MAY INCLUDE LIMITATIONS ON LANGUAGE THAT MAY BE 18 

DEFINED AS PROFANE, HARASSING, THREATENING, OR INTIMIDATING. 19 

 

 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect 20 

October 1, 2016. 21 



	
	
	

SENATE	BILL	No.	848	
		
		
March	8,	2016,	Introduced	by	Senators	JONES,	COLBECK,	CASPERSON	and	BIEDA	and	

referred	to	the	Committee	on	Judiciary.	

		
		
		
					A	bill	to	provide	protection	for	freedom	of	expression	for	
	student	journalists	in	public	schools	and	institutions	of	higher	
	education.	
		
THE	PEOPLE	OF	THE	STATE	OF	MICHIGAN	ENACT:	
		
					Sec.	1.	This	act	shall	be	known	and	may	be	cited	as	the	
	"student	free	press	and	civics	readiness	act".	
		Sec.	2.	As	used	in	this	act:	
	(a)	"School-sponsored	media"	means	any	materials	that	are	
	prepared,	substantially	written,	published,	or	broadcast	by	a	
	student	journalist	at	a	public	school	or	public	institution	of	
	higher	education;	distributed	or	generally	made	available	to	
	members	of	the	student	body;	and	prepared	under	the	direction	of	a	
	student	media	adviser.	The	term	does	not	include	any	media	intended	
	for	distribution	or	transmission	solely	in	the	classroom	in	which	
	the	media	are	produced.	
		
(b)	"Student	journalist"	means	a	student	of	a	public	school	or	
a	public	institution	of	higher	education	who	gathers,	compiles,	
writes,	edits,	photographs,	records,	or	prepares	information	for	
dissemination	in	school-sponsored	media.	
		
(c)	"Student	media	adviser"	means	an	individual	employed,	
appointed,	or	designated	by	a	public	school	or	public	institution	
of	higher	education	to	supervise	or	provide	instruction	relating	to	
school-sponsored	media.	
		
Sec.	3.	(1)	Except	as	provided	in	subsection	(2),	a	student	
journalist	has	the	right	to	exercise	freedom	of	speech	and	of	thepress	in	school-sponsored	
media,	regardless	of	whether	the	media	



are	supported	financially	by	the	school	or	public	institution	of	
higher	education,	are	produced	using	its	facilities,	or	are	
produced	in	conjunction	with	a	class	in	which	the	student	is	
enrolled.	Subject	to	subsection	2,	a	student	journalist	is	
responsible	for	determining	the	news,	opinion,	feature,	and	
advertising	content	of	school-sponsored	media.	This	subsection	does	
not	prohibit	a	student	media	adviser	from	teaching	professional	
standards	of	English	and	journalism	to	student	journalists.	
			
(2)	This	section	does	not	authorize	or	protect	expression	by	a	
student	journalist	if	the	expression	meets	any	of	the	following	
conditions:	
		
						
a)	Is	libelous	or	slanderous.	
		
					(b)	Constitutes	an	unwarranted	invasion	of	privacy.	
		
					(c)	Violates	federal	or	state	law.	
		
					(d)	Incites	students	so	as	to	create	a	clear	and	present	
danger	that	they	may	commit	an	unlawful	act,	violate	school	or	
state	board	of	education	policies,	or	materially	and	substantially	
disrupt	the	orderly	operation	of	the	school	or	public	institution	
or	higher	education.	
		
					Sec.	4.	(1)	A	school	district	shall	not	authorize	any	prior	
restraint	of	expression	in	any	school-sponsored	media	except	when	
the	expression	meets	any	of	the	following	conditions:	
		
					(a)	Is	libelous	or	slanderous.	
		
					(b)	Constitutes	an	unwarranted	invasion	of	privacy.	
		
					(c)	Violates	federal	or	state	law.	
		
					(d)	Incites	students	so	as	to	create	a	clear	and	present	
danger	that	they	may	commit	an	unlawful	act,	violate	school	or	
state	board	of	education	policies,	or	materially	and	substantially	
disrupt	the	orderly	operation	of	the	school	or	public	institution	
of	higher	education.	
		
					(2)	A	school	district	shall	not	discipline	a	student	for	the	
content	of	the	student's	expression	while	the	student	is	operating	



as	an	independent	journalist.	
		
					Sec.	5.	Each	school	district	shall	adopt	a	written	student	
freedom	of	expression	policy	in	accordance	with	this	act.	The	
policy	must	include	reasonable	provisions	for	the	time,	place,	and	
manner	of	student	expression.	The	policy	may	also	include	
limitations	on	language	that	is	profane,	harassing,	threatening,	or	
intimidating.	
		
					Sec.	6.	A	student	media	advisor	shall	not	be	dismissed,	
suspended,	disciplined,	reassigned,	transferred,	or	otherwise	
retaliated	against	solely	for	any	of	the	following:	
	
					(a)	Acting	reasonably	to	protect	the	rights	of	a	student	
journalist	to	engage	in	conduct	authorized	under	this	act.	
		
					(b)	Refusing	to	act	in	a	manner	that	would	infringe	upon	a	
student	journalist's	right	to	engage	in	conduct	that	is	protected	
under	this	act.	
		
					Sec.	7.	Publication	or	other	expression	of	ideas	by	a	student	
journalist	in	the	exercise	of	rights	under	this	act	is	not	
attributable	to	the	school	district	or	public	institution	of	higher	
education	as	an	expression	of	its	policy.	A	school	district,	a	
member	of	a	board	of	education,	an	institution	of	higher	education,	
or	an	employee	of	a	school	district,	board	of	education,	or	
institution	of	higher	education	is	not	responsible	in	any	civil	or	
criminal	action	for	any	publication	or	other	expression	of	ideas	by	
a	student	journalist	exercising	rights	protected	under	this	act.	
		
Enacting	section	1.	This	act	takes	effect	90	days	after	the	
		
date	it	is	enacted	into	law.	
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A bill for an act1.1
relating to education; clarifying First Amendment speech and press rights of1.2
student journalists in kindergarten through grade 12; proposing coding for new1.3
law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 121A.1.4

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:1.5

Section 1. [121A.80] STUDENT PUBLICATIONS; STUDENT EXPRESSION.1.6

Subdivision 1. Definitions. (a) For purposes of this section, the terms defined in this1.7

subdivision have the meanings given them.1.8

(b) "School-sponsored media" means any material:1.9

(1) prepared, wholly or substantially written, published, broadcast, or otherwise1.10

disseminated by a student journalist enrolled in a public school, including a charter school;1.11

(2) distributed or generally made available to students in the school; and1.12

(3) prepared by the student journalist under the supervision of a student media advisor.1.13

School-sponsored media does not include any media prepared solely for distribution or1.14

transmission in the classroom where the media is produced.1.15

(c) "School official" means a school principal under section 123B.147 or other1.16

licensed professional who participates in supporting, supervising, or administering the1.17

education program of a school building.1.18

(d) "Student journalist" means a public school student who gathers, compiles,1.19

writes, edits, photographs, records, or otherwise prepares information for dissemination in1.20

school-sponsored media.1.21

(e) "Student media advisor" means a person who a school district employs, appoints,1.22

or designates to supervise student journalists preparing school-sponsored media.1.23

Section 1. 1
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Subd. 2. Student journalists; rights to freedom of speech and freedom of the2.1

press. Except as provided in subdivisions 3 and 4, paragraph (b), a student journalist has2.2

the right to exercise freedom of speech and freedom of the press in school-sponsored2.3

media, regardless of whether the school-sponsored media receives financial support from2.4

the school or district, uses school equipment or facilities in its production, or is produced in2.5

relationship to a class or course in which the student journalist is enrolled. Consistent with2.6

subdivisions 3 and 4, paragraph (b), a student journalist who works on school-sponsored2.7

media has the right to determine the news, opinion, feature, and advertising content of the2.8

school-sponsored media. This subdivision does not prevent a student-media advisor from2.9

teaching professional standards of English and journalism to student journalists.2.10

Subd. 3. Unprotected expression. (a) This section does not authorize or protect2.11

student expression that is libelous or slanderous; constitutes an unwarranted invasion of2.12

privacy; violates federal or state law; or, in a school official's professional judgment,2.13

so incites students as to:2.14

(1) create a clear and present danger of the commission of unlawful acts on school2.15

premises or the violation of lawful school policies or rules; or2.16

(2) cause a material and substantial disruption of school activities.2.17

(b) A school or district may not authorize any prior restraint of any school-sponsored2.18

media except under paragraph (a) or subdivision 4, paragraph (b).2.19

Subd. 4. Student journalist policy. (a) Each school district and charter school must2.20

adopt and post a student journalist policy consistent with this section. The policy must2.21

include reasonable provisions for the time, place, and manner of student expression.2.22

(b) The policy may limit student expression that, in a school official's professional2.23

judgment, is profane, harassing, threatening, or intimidating.2.24

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective for the 2015-2016 school year and2.25

later.2.26

Section 1. 2
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AN ACT

To amend chapters 171 and 173, RSMo, by adding thereto two new sections relating to student

journalists.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A.  Chapters 171 and 173, RSMo, are amended by adding thereto two new

2 sections, to be known as sections 171.200 and 173.1551, to read as follows:

171.200.  1.  This section and section 173.1551 shall be known and may be cited as

2 the "Cronkite New Voices Act".

3 2.  For purposes of this section, the following terms mean:

4 (1)  "School-sponsored media", any material that is prepared, substantially written,

5 published, or broadcast by a student journalist at a public school, distributed or generally

6 made available to members of the student body, and prepared under the direction of a

7 student media advisor.  The term does not include any media intended for distribution or

8 transmission solely in the classroom in which the media is produced;

9 (2)  "Student journalist", a public school student who gathers, compiles, writes,

10 edits, photographs, records, or prepares information for dissemination in school-sponsored

11 media;

12 (3)  "Student media advisor", an individual employed, appointed, or designated by

13 a school district to supervise or provide instruction relating to school-sponsored media.

14 3.  Except as provided in subsection 4 of this section, a student journalist has the

15 right to exercise freedom of speech and of the press in school-sponsored media, regardless

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face type in the above bill is proposed language.
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16 of whether the media is supported financially by the school district or by use of facilities

17 of the school district or produced in conjunction with a class in which the student is

18 enrolled. Subject to subsection 4 of this section, a student journalist is responsible for

19 determining the news, opinion, feature, and advertising content of school-sponsored media. 

20 This subsection shall not be construed to prevent a student media advisor from teaching

21 professional standards of English and journalism to student journalists.

22 4.  This section does not authorize or protect expression by a student that:

23 (1)  Is libelous or slanderous;

24 (2)  Constitutes an unwarranted invasion of privacy;

25 (3)  Violates federal or state law; or

26 (4)  So incites students as to create a clear and present danger of the commission of

27 an unlawful act, the violation of school district policy, or the material and substantial

28 disruption of the orderly operation of the school.

29 5.  A school district shall not authorize any prior restraint of any school-sponsored

30 media except when the media:

31 (1)  Is libelous or slanderous;

32 (2)  Constitutes an unwarranted invasion of privacy;

33 (3)  Violates federal or state law; or

34 (4)  So incites students as to create a clear and present danger of the commission of

35 an unlawful act, the violation of school district policy, or the material and substantial

36 disruption of the orderly operation of the school.

37 6.  A school district shall not sanction a student operating as an independent

38 journalist.

39 7.  Each school district shall adopt a written student freedom of expression policy

40 in accordance with this section.  The policy shall include reasonable provisions for the time,

41 place, and manner of student expression.  The policy may also include limitations to

42 language that may be defined as profane, harassing, threatening, or intimidating.

173.1551.  1.  For purposes of this section, the following terms mean:

2 (1)  "School-sponsored media", any material that is prepared, substantially written,

3 published, or broadcast by a student journalist at a public institution of higher education

4 in this state, distributed or generally made available to members of the student body, and

5 prepared under the direction of a student media advisor.  The term does not include any

6 media intended for distribution or transmission solely in the classroom in which the media

7 is produced;
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8 (2)  "Student journalist", a student of a public institution of higher education in this

9 state who gathers, compiles, writes, edits, photographs, records, or prepares information

10 for dissemination in school-sponsored media;

11 (3)  "Student media advisor", an individual employed, appointed, or designated by

12 a public institution of higher education in this state to supervise or provide instruction

13 relating to school-sponsored media.

14 2.  Except as provided in subsection 3 of this section, a student journalist has the

15 right to exercise freedom of speech and of the press in school-sponsored media, regardless

16 of whether the media is supported financially by the institution or by use of facilities of the

17 institution or produced in conjunction with a class in which the student is enrolled. 

18 Subject to subsection 3 of this section, a student journalist is responsible for determining

19 the news, opinion, feature, and advertising content of school-sponsored media.  This

20 subsection shall not be construed to prevent a student media advisor from teaching

21 professional standards of English and journalism to student journalists.

22 3.  This section does not authorize or protect expression by a student that:

23 (1)  Is libelous or slanderous;

24 (2)  Constitutes an unwarranted invasion of privacy;

25 (3)  Violates federal or state law; or

26 (4)  So incites students as to create a clear and present danger of the commission of

27 an unlawful act, the violation of institution or coordinating board for higher education

28 policies, or the material and substantial disruption of the orderly operation of the

29 institution.

T
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AN ACT concerning student speech and supplementing chapters 36 1 

and 62 of Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes. 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 

of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1. a.  Except as otherwise provided in section 2 of this act, a 7 

public school student shall have the right to exercise freedom of 8 

speech and of the press.   9 

 b. By the 2016-2017 school year, each school district shall 10 

adopt a written policy concerning student freedom of expression in 11 

accordance with the provisions of section 2 of this act.  The policy 12 

shall include reasonable provisions for the time, place, and manner 13 

of student expression.  The policy may also include limitations on 14 

language that may be defined as profane, harassing, threatening, or 15 

intimidating. 16 

 17 

2. a.  As used in this section: 18 

 “School-sponsored media” means any material that is prepared, 19 

substantially written, published, or broadcast by a student journalist 20 

at a public school, distributed or generally made available to 21 

members of the student body, and prepared under the direction of a 22 

student media adviser.  School-sponsored media does not include 23 

media intended for distribution or transmission solely in the 24 

classroom in which the media is produced. 25 

 “Student journalist” means a public school student who gathers, 26 

compiles, writes, edits, photographs, records, or prepares 27 

information for dissemination in school-sponsored media. 28 

 “Student media adviser” means an individual employed , 29 

appointed, or designated by a school district to supervise or provide 30 

instruction relating to school-sponsored media. 31 

 b. Except as otherwise provided in subsection c. of this section, 32 

a student journalist has the right to exercise freedom of speech and 33 

of the press in school-sponsored media, regardless of whether the 34 

media is supported financially by the school district or by use of 35 

school district facilities, or produced in conjunction with a class in 36 

which the student is enrolled.  Subject to subsection c. of this 37 

section, a student journalist is responsible for determining the news, 38 

opinion, feature, and advertising content of school-sponsored 39 

media.  This subsection shall not be construed to prevent a student 40 

media adviser from teaching professional standards of English and 41 

journalism to student journalists. 42 

 c. This section does not authorize or protect expression by a 43 

student that: 44 

 (1) is libelous or slanderous; 45 

 (2) constitutes an unwarranted invasion of privacy; 46 

 (3) violates federal or State law; or  47 
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 (4) so incites students as to create a clear and present danger of 1 

the commission of an unlawful act, the violation of school district 2 

policies, or the material and substantial disruption of the orderly 3 

operation of the school. 4 

 d. A school district shall not authorize any prior restraint of 5 

any school-sponsored media except for the types of expression 6 

described in subsection c. of this section.  School officials shall 7 

have the burden of showing justification without undue delay prior 8 

to a limitation of student expression under this section. 9 

 e. A school district shall not sanction a student operating as an 10 

independent journalist. 11 

 f. An employee of a school district shall not be dismissed, 12 

suspended, disciplined, reassigned, transferred, or otherwise 13 

retaliated against solely for acting to protect a student engaged in 14 

the conduct authorized under this section, or refusing to infringe 15 

upon conduct that is protected by this section, the First Amendment 16 

to the United States Constitution, or paragraph 6 of Article I of the 17 

New Jersey Constitution.  18 

 19 

 3.  a.  As used in this section: 20 

 “School-sponsored media” means any material that is prepared, 21 

substantially written, published, or broadcast by a student journalist 22 

at a public institution of higher education, distributed or generally 23 

made available to members of the student body, and prepared under 24 

the direction of a student media adviser.  School-sponsored media 25 

does not include media intended for distribution or transmission 26 

solely in the classroom in which the media is produced. 27 

 “Student journalist” means a student at a public institution of 28 

higher education who gathers, compiles, writes, edits, photographs, 29 

records, or prepares information for dissemination in school-30 

sponsored media. 31 

 “Student media adviser” means an individual employed, 32 

appointed, or designated by a public institution of higher education 33 

to supervise or provide instruction relating to school-sponsored 34 

media. 35 

 b. Except as otherwise provided in subsection c. of this section, 36 

a student journalist has the right to exercise freedom of speech and 37 

of the press in school-sponsored media, regardless of whether the 38 

media is supported financially by the public institution of higher 39 

education or by use of institution facilities, or produced in 40 

conjunction with a course in which the student is enrolled.  Subject 41 

to subsection c. of this section, a student journalist is responsible 42 

for determining the news, opinion, feature, and advertising content 43 

of school-sponsored media.  This subsection shall not be construed 44 

to prevent a student media adviser from teaching professional 45 

standards of English and journalism to student journalists. 46 

 c. This section does not authorize or protect expression by a 47 

student that: 48 
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 (1) is libelous or slanderous; 1 

 (2) constitutes an unwarranted invasion of privacy; 2 

 (3) violates federal or State law; or 3 

 (4) so incites students as to create a clear and present danger of 4 

the commission of an unlawful act, the violation of policies of the 5 

public institution of higher education, or the material and 6 

substantial disruption of the orderly operation of the institution. 7 

 d. An employee of a public institution of higher education shall 8 

not be dismissed, suspended, disciplined, reassigned, transferred, or 9 

otherwise retaliated against solely for acting to protect a student 10 

engaged in the conduct authorized under this section, or refusing to 11 

infringe upon conduct that is protected by this section, the First 12 

Amendment to the United States Constitution, or paragraph 6 of 13 

Article I of the New Jersey Constitution.  14 

 15 

 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 16 

 17 

 18 

STATEMENT 19 

 20 

 This bill guarantees certain freedom of expression rights for 21 

students in public schools and public institutions of higher 22 

education.  The bill provides that a student at a public school or a 23 

public institution of higher education who gathers, compiles, writes, 24 

edits, photographs, records, or prepares information for 25 

dissemination in school-sponsored media has the right to exercise 26 

freedom of speech and of the press, and is responsible for 27 

determining the news, opinion, feature, and advertising content of 28 

the school-sponsored media. The bill does not protect student 29 

expression that: (1) is libelous or slanderous; (2) constitutes an 30 

unwarranted invasion of privacy; (3) violates federal or State law; 31 

or (4) so incites students as to create a clear and present danger of 32 

the commission of an unlawful act, the violation of policies of the 33 

school district or institution, or the material and substantial 34 

disruption of the orderly operation of the school or institution.  A 35 

school district may not authorize prior restraint of any school-36 

sponsored media except for the types of expression described in 37 

these categories. 38 

 The bill requires school districts to adopt a written policy 39 

concerning student freedom of expression in accordance with the 40 

provisions of the bill. The policy must include reasonable 41 

provisions for the time, place, and manner of student expression, 42 

and may also include limitations on language that may be defined as 43 

profane, harassing, threatening, or intimidating. The bill also 44 

contains provisions to protect employees of school districts and 45 

public institutions of higher education from retaliation for acting to 46 

protect a student engaged in freedom of expression. 47 
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 It is a well-established legal principle that students in the public 1 

schools do not “shed their constitutional rights to freedom of speech 2 

or expression at the schoolhouse gate.”  Tinker v. Des Moines 3 

Indep. Cmty. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503, 506 (1969).  In the 1969 4 

Tinker opinion, the United States Supreme Court explained that 5 

school officials may not censor student speech absent a reason to 6 

anticipate that such expression will substantially disrupt or 7 

materially interfere with school activities or intrude upon the rights 8 

of others.  In 1988, however, the United States Supreme Court held 9 

that public school officials can regulate the style and content of 10 

student speech in school-sponsored expressive activities as long as 11 

their actions are reasonably related to legitimate educational 12 

concerns.  Hazelwood Sch. Dist. v. Kuhlmeier, 484 U.S. 260, 273 13 

(1988).  This bill is similar to other state statutes, such as those in 14 

North Dakota, California, Oregon, and Colorado, which were 15 

enacted to afford broader protection of free expression rights for 16 

student journalists. 17 



AN ACT Relating to the freedom of expression rights of students1
at public schools and institutions of higher education; adding a new2
section to chapter 28A.600 RCW; adding a new section to chapter3
28B.10 RCW; and prescribing penalties.4

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:5

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1.  A new section is added to chapter 28A.6006
RCW to read as follows:7

(1) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, public8
high school students have the right to exercise freedom of speech and9
of the press in school-sponsored media, whether or not the media are10
supported financially by the school or by use of school facilities,11
or are produced in conjunction with a class.12

(2) Student editors of school-sponsored media are responsible for13
determining the news, opinion, feature, and advertising content of14
the media subject to the limitations of subsection (3) of this15
section. This subsection does not prevent a student media adviser16
from teaching professional standards of English and journalism to the17
student journalists. A student media adviser may not be terminated,18
transferred, removed, or otherwise disciplined for refusing to19
suppress the protected free expression rights of student journalists.20

S-3721.1
SENATE BILL 6233

State of Washington 64th Legislature 2016 Regular Session
By Senators Fain, Liias, Rivers, Rolfes, Litzow, Billig, Carlyle, and
Mullet
Read first time 01/13/16.  Referred to Committee on Early Learning &
K-12 Education.
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(3) Nothing in this section may be interpreted to authorize1
expression by students that:2

(a) Is libelous or slanderous;3
(b) Constitutes an unwarranted invasion of privacy;4
(c) Violates the federal communications act or any rule or5

regulation of the federal communications commission; or6
(d) So incites students as to create a clear and present danger7

of:8
(i) The commission of unlawful acts on school premises;9
(ii) The violation of lawful school regulations; or10
(iii) The material and substantial disruption of the orderly11

operation of the school. A school official must base a forecast of12
material and substantial disruption on specific facts, including past13
experience in the school and current events influencing student14
behavior, and not on undifferentiated fear or apprehension.15

(4) Any student, individually or through his or her parent or16
guardian, enrolled in a public high school may commence a civil17
action to obtain appropriate injunctive and declaratory relief as18
determined by a court for a violation of subsection (1) of this19
section. Upon a motion, a court may award reasonable attorneys' fees20
to a prevailing plaintiff in a civil action brought under this21
section.22

(5) Expression made by students in school-sponsored media is not23
the expression of school policy. Neither a school official nor the24
governing board of the school or school district may be held25
responsible in any civil or criminal action for any expression made26
or published by students in school-sponsored media unless school27
officials or the governing board have interfered with or altered the28
content of the student expression.29

(6) Each school district that includes a high school shall adopt30
a written student freedom of expression policy in accordance with31
this section. The policy must include reasonable provisions for the32
time, place, and manner of student expression.33

(7) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this34
section unless the context clearly requires otherwise.35

(a) "School-sponsored media" means any matter that is prepared,36
substantially written, published, or broadcast by student37
journalists, that is distributed or generally made available, either38
free of charge or for a fee, to members of the student body, and that39
is prepared under the direction of a student media adviser. "School-40

p. 2 SB 6233



sponsored media" does not include media that is intended for1
distribution or transmission solely in the classrooms in which they2
are produced.3

(b) "Student journalist" means a student who gathers, compiles,4
writes, edits, photographs, records, or prepares information for5
dissemination in school-sponsored media.6

(c) "Student media adviser" means a person who is employed,7
appointed, or designated by the school to supervise, or provide8
instruction relating to, school-sponsored media.9

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2.  A new section is added to chapter 28B.1010
RCW to read as follows:11

(1) Students at institutions of higher education have the right12
to exercise freedom of speech and of the press in school-sponsored13
media, whether or not the media are supported financially by the14
school or by use of school facilities, or are produced in conjunction15
with a class. All school-sponsored media produced primarily by16
students at an institution of higher education are public forums for17
expression by the student journalists and student editors at the18
particular institution. Student media, whether school-sponsored or19
nonschool sponsored, are not subject to mandatory prior review by20
school officials.21

(2) Student editors of school-sponsored media are responsible for22
determining the news, opinion, feature, and advertising content of23
the media. This subsection does not prevent a student media adviser24
from teaching professional standards of English and journalism to the25
student journalists. A student media adviser may not be terminated,26
transferred, removed, or otherwise disciplined for refusing to27
suppress the protected free expression rights of student journalists.28

(3) Nothing in this section may be interpreted to authorize29
expression by students that:30

(a) Is libelous or slanderous;31
(b) Constitutes an unwarranted invasion of privacy;32
(c) Violates the federal communications act or any rule or33

regulation of the federal communications commission; or34
(d) So incites students as to create a clear and present danger35

of:36
(i) The commission of unlawful acts on school premises;37
(ii) The violation of lawful school regulations; or38
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(iii) The material and substantial disruption of the orderly1
operation of the school. A school official must base a forecast of2
material and substantial disruption on specific facts, including past3
experience in the school and current events influencing student4
behavior, and not on undifferentiated fear or apprehension.5

(4) Any student enrolled in an institution of higher education6
may commence a civil action to obtain appropriate injunctive and7
declaratory relief as determined by a court for a violation of8
subsection (1) of this section by the institution of higher9
education. Upon a motion, a court may award reasonable attorneys'10
fees to a prevailing plaintiff in a civil action brought under this11
section.12

(5) Expression made by students in school-sponsored media is not13
the expression of school policy. Neither a school official nor the14
governing board of any institution of higher education may be held15
responsible in any civil or criminal action for any expression made16
or published by students in school-sponsored media unless school17
officials or the governing board have interfered with or altered the18
content of the student expression.19

(6) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this20
section unless the context clearly requires otherwise.21

(a) "School-sponsored media" means any matter that is prepared,22
substantially written, published, or broadcast by student23
journalists, that is distributed or generally made available, either24
free of charge or for a fee, to members of the student body, and that25
is prepared under the direction of a student media adviser. "School-26
sponsored media" does not include media that is intended for27
distribution or transmission solely in the classrooms in which they28
are produced.29

(b) "Student journalist" means a student who gathers, compiles,30
writes, edits, photographs, records, or prepares information for31
dissemination in school-sponsored media.32

(c) "Student media adviser" means a person who is employed,33
appointed, or designated by the school to supervise, or provide34
instruction relating to, school-sponsored media.35

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 3.  If any provision of this act or its36
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the37
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remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other1
persons or circumstances is not affected.2

--- END ---
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New Voices of Wisconsin Act 
(Draft of sample language based on successful laws in other states) 
 
 
Summary: 
 
This bill provides that pupils enrolled in institutions of higher education and public schools, 
including charter schools, have the right to freedom of expression in school  sponsored media 
(any material that is prepared, substantially written, published, or broadcast by student 
journalists, distributed or generally made available to members of the student body, and 
prepared under the direction of a student media adviser). The bill prohibits pupils from 
publishing material that is libelous or slanderous, constitutes an unwarranted invasion of 
privacy, violates federal or state law or causes the significant disruption of the orderly operation 
of the school. The bill also grants immunity from both civil and criminal liability to school boards 
and to all school officials, employees and agents for any expression made by a pupil in the 
exercise of his or her right to freedom of expression and protects teachers and other school 
personnel against retaliation for students' lawful exercise of their freespeech rights. 
 
 
Proposed Language: 
 

(1) DEFINITIONS. In this section: 
(a) “School  sponsored media” means any material that is prepared, substantially 

written, published, or broadcast by a student journalist at a public school, 
including charter schools, and any institution of higher education, distributed or 
generally made available to members of the student body, and prepared under 
the direction of a student media adviser. The term does not include any media 
intended for distribution or transmission solely in the classroom in which the 
media is produced. 

(b) "Student journalist" means a pupil at a public school, including charter schools, or 
institution of higher learning who gathers, compiles, writes, edits, photographs, 
records, or prepares information for dissemination in school  sponsored media. 

(c) "Student media adviser" means an individual employed, appointed, or designated 
by a school district, charter school or institution of higher learning to supervise or 
provide instruction relating to school  sponsored media. 

(2) RIGHT OF EXPRESSION. Subject to sub. (3), a student journalist has the right to 
exercise freedom of speech and of the press in school  sponsored media, regardless of 
whether the media is supported financially by the school district, by use of facilities of the 
school district, or produced in conjunction with a class in which the student is enrolled. 

(3) LIMITATIONS. This section does not authorize or protect expression by a student that:  
(a) Is libelous or slanderous; 
(b) Constitutes an unwarranted invasion of privacy; 
(c) Violates federal or state law; or 
(d) So incites students as to create a clear and present danger of the commission of 

an unlawful act, the violation of school district policy, or the material and 
substantial disruption of the orderly operation of the school. 



(4) DECISIONMAKING. Subject to sub. (3), a student journalist is responsible for 
determining the news, opinion, feature, and advertising content of school  sponsored 
media. This subsection may not be construed to prevent a student media adviser from 
teaching professional standards of English and journalism to student journalists. No such 
adviser or employee shall be terminated from employment, transferred, or relieved of 
duties imposed under this subsection for refusal to abridge or infringe upon the right of 
expression conferred by this act. 

(5) IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY. Any expression made by a pupil in the exercise of his or 
her right under sub. (2) is not an expression of school or school board policy, and the 
school board and all school officials, employees and agents are immune from civil and 
criminal liability for such expression. 

(6) DAMAGES. A student enrolled in a public school or the student's parent or guardian may 
commence a civil action to obtain damages under this section and appropriate injunctive 
or declaratory relief as determined by a court for a violation of subsection 2, the first 
amendment to the United States Constitution, or Section 4 of Article 1 of the Wisconsin 
Constitution. 

(7) RULES. 
(a) Each school district and institution of higher education shall adopt a written 

student freedom of expression policy in accordance with this section. The policy 
must include reasonable provisions for the time, place, and manner of student 
expression. 

(b) Nothing in this section prohibits a school board from adopting rules relating to 
oral communications by pupils on school premises or at schoolsponsored 
activities or prohibits school officials, employees or agents from exercising proper 
control or discipline on school premises or at schoolsponsored activities. 

 



Bylaw Change 
Candace Perkins Bowen 

 
After much discussion at the February budget meeting, the board agreed the past president 
role does not function as originally intended. For one thing, the three-year term limits now 
mean serving in JEA’s top leadership role could be as much as a 12-year commitment (a 
possible two 3-year terms as president and then as much as two 3-year terms as past 
president), a situation that might deter excellent potential candidates. The executive director 
and headquarters staff can help fill the institutional memory role envisioned originally. The 
organization would be better served by an additional director-at-large, like the other two, 
elected regionally but representing members nationally. Better communication options are 
always a plus for a group of our size. 
  
I move to amend the organizational bylaws as such: 
  
Article IV: Board of Directors 
 
Voting members of the board of directors shall consist of the president, vice president, immediate 
past president, scholastic press rights director, educational initiatives director and two three 
directors-at-large. 
 
Section 1: Officers 
 
Officers of the association shall consist of the president, vice president, immediate past president 
and the executive director. 
a. The president shall preside at all meetings and shall see that all orders and resolutions of the 
board of directors are put into effect. The president shall supervise headquarters staff and the 
board of directors in the implementation of general policies. 
b. The vice president shall have such powers and perform such duties as may be assigned by the 
president and/or the board of directors. In the absence or disability of the president, the vice 
president shall perform the duties and exercise the powers of the president. The vice president will 
also serve as parliamentarian to the association’s board of directors. 
c. The immediate past president shall serve as a parliamentarian to the association’s board of 
directors. In the absence or disability of both the president and vice president, the immediate past 
president shall perform the duties and exercise the powers of the president. 
e. The executive director shall be the association’s chief administrative officer. The executive 
director shall have powers and perform duties assigned by the president and/or the board of 
directors. 
 
Section 2: Directors 
 
It is the duty of the directors to carry out the programs and projects of the organization under the 
direction of the president.  
 



Article V: Elections, Appointments and Removals 
 
Section 1: Elections 
 
The president, vice president and directors shall be elected to three-year terms and shall serve no 
more than two consecutive terms in the same capacity. After two consecutive terms, the individual 
may run again for a different office or for the same office again after one term. Appointed positions 
are three-year commitments with no term limits. 
 
To qualify for an office, a candidate must be a teacher/adviser member in good standing and be 
proposed presented by the nominations committee chair or be placed in nomination by any voting 
member at the general membership meeting when the slate is offered. Candidates for 
director-at-large shall reside in the region from which they are elected. Terms of office will begin 
May 1 of each election year. 
 
Voting members are teachers/advisers as defined in Article III, Section 1 and current as of Jan. 15 of 
the election year. Individuals are restricted to a single vote per election cycle. The election vote will 
take place over a 10-day period in February. 
 
a. The general membership shall elect the president, vice president, scholastic press rights director 
and educational initiatives director. 
 
b. One director-at-large shall be elected by members with mailing addresses outside the United 
States and in Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Mississippi, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, 
Washington, D.C., and West Virginia,  and Wisconsin, and reside in one of those states. One 
director-at-large shall be elected by members with mailing addresses in Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, 
California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, 
Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, 
Washington and Wyoming, and reside in one of those states. One director-at-large shall be elected 
by members with mailing addresses in Arkansas, Kansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Wisconsin and Texas. 
 
Section 2: Office Vacancies 
 
In case of death or resignation, inability to perform the functions of a board member, or 
disqualification from the board, the president shall appoint a new board member. A vacancy of a 
regional director-at-large position must be filled by a qualified candidate with mailing address 
specified in Article V, Section 1, Subsection B. The vacancy of the immediate past president position 
may be filled by any qualified past president. The appointment of the board member-designate 
shall be of such length as to fill the remainder of the unfulfilled board term. Should the office of the 
president be vacated by death, resignation, removal or otherwise, the vice president shall assume 
the position unless he/she is unable to do so then the immediate past president shall do so. In the 
absence or disability of both the president and vice president, the board of directors shall elect by 



two-thirds vote an existing board member to perform the duties and exercise the powers of the 
president. 
 
Section 3: Removal from Office 
All officers and members of the board of directors of the association may be removed or 
suspended for cause at any time by a two-thirds vote of the board of directors. Appointees 
of the president may be removed by her or him at any time or by a two-thirds vote of the 
board of directors. 
 
 



Bylaw Change 
Mark Newton 

 
There is no time like the present. Since most, if not all, of the new board will be in attendance 
at the spring national convention, starting their terms immediately after the spring 
convention officially concludes allows for the board to actually meet in person — 
empowering them and perhaps saving the organization money. Most importantly, the new 
board can get immediately started serving the organization — that momentum is extremely 
beneficial. 
 
Consequently, I move to amend the organizational bylaws as such: 
 
Article V: Elections, Appointments and Removals 
Section 1: Elections 
Terms of office will begin May 1 at noon on the final day of the spring convention held 
during the of each election year.  
 
 



Budget 2016-17 Proposal 
Kelly Furnas 

 
Please find attached the proposed JEA budget for the 2016-17 fiscal year. This budget 
proposal comes from discussions of the board of directors during its February budget retreat 
in Manhattan, Kansas. 
 
Most of the mathematical rationale for each budget line is outlined in the budget itself, 
although if it requires further explanation I’ve attempted to do so here. Many budget lines 
use three-year averages to estimate figures for 2016-17. Others, such as our membership 
dues, are based on a current year snapshot. When possible, we tried to use actual figures to 
estimate costs (such as using actual hotel rates for Indianapolis and Seattle conventions). 
 
Further details on individual sections of the budget: 
 
Memberships. For the most part, memberships are based on maintaining the current number 
of members in any given category. 
 
Conventions. Both convention income and expenses reflect only JEA’s 50 percent share in 
putting on a convention. 
 
Investments. We are budgeting to to pull five percent of our investments (a standard rate 
used by most endowments) to put toward operations. In addition, we are budgeting a 
one-time withdrawal of $10,000 to support development of our Write-offs system. 
 
Equipment. As per JEA policy, only equipment over $10,000 is depreciated, so the purchase 
of a printer would be expensed in one year. 
 
Board and committees. In addition to board travel to its own meetings, this budget line 
covers JEA travel to NCTE, NABJ/NAHJ, ISTE, ITEC, SPJ, BPA, CSJ, ACTE and seven 
miscellaneous conferences. This budget line includes funding for state director travel 
stipends, a critique summit, an SPRC summit, and substitute pay for schools. 
 
Research. JEA is proposing a grant of up to $7,500 to help support academic research into 
scholastic journalism. 
 
Awards. JEA is reinstituting a travel grant for the Administrator of the Year to attend the 
National High School Journalism Convention, and also adding administrator project grants 
of $5,000 to be split among the AOY and First Amendment Press Freedom Award winners to 
help promote scholastic journalism to other administrators. This budget line also includes a 
new “future administrator scholarship” for journalism teachers seeking to transition into 
administration. 



Line Account Item/Class Justification Amount
1 INCOME
2 Membership

3 Membership Dues

Library/Institutional 96 @ $100
Affiliate 24 @ $100
Teacher/Adviser 2,199 @ $60
Emeritus 126 @ $30
Lifetime 1 @ $600
College 18 @ $25
Associate 141 @ $75 $159,345

4 Sales
5 Bookstore Three-year average @ $152,002 $152,002
6 Programming Income
7 Indianapolis 2016 $264,755
8 Seattle 2017 $184,623
9 Advisers Insitute 2016 Registrations 20 @ $155 $3,100

10 Advisers Institute 2017
Sponsorships 1 @ $2,000
Registrations 105 @ $155 $18,275

11 Contests Three-year average @ $61,061 $61,061
12 Investments
13 Investments Five percent @ $994,418 + $10,000 $59,721
14 Donations/Grants
15 Student Press Law Center 2014-2015 donations $10,194
16 Journalist of the Year 2014-2015 donations $186
17 Future Teacher Scholarships 2014-2015 donations $181
18 Yearbook Adviser of the Year Sponsorships 4 @ $2,000 ea $8,000
19 Broadcast Adviser of the Year Sponsorship 1 @ $3,000 $3,000

20 Mentoring
Stipend grants @ $65,247
Travel grants @ $13,300 $78,547

Research Grants @ $0 $0
21 Other Income
22 Magazine Advertising and royalties three-year average @ $15,332 $15,332
23 Website Advertising three-year average @ $8.962 $8,962
24 Certification Three-year average @ $7,098 $7,098
25 Miscellaneous Mailing list sales three-year average @ $921 $921
26
27 TOTAL REVENUE $1,035,303
28
29
30 EXPENSES
31 Administrative

32 Supplies
Three-year average @ $2000
Table cloth $500 $2,500

33 Utilities Telephone 2015-16 average @ $190 pm $2,280
34 Postage 2015-16 average @ $458 pm $5,496



35 Staff
3 percent increase in salaries and benefits @ $188144
Merit bonuses @ $3500
Student labor @ $1000 $192,644

36 Equipment
One office printer @ $1750
Adobe CC subscriptions 5 @ $240 ea
Quickbooks subscriptions 1 @ $430 ea $3,380

37 Board and committees $98,269
38 Printing Three-year average copies @ $4645 $4,645

39 Services

Accounting @ $7200
Credit card fees 3 percent of memberships/bookstore
Insurance @ $2500
American Express fees @ $450
AEJMC membership @ $150
First Amendment Coalition membership @ $250
Legal fees @ $0
NCTE assembly, board and liaison memberships @ $475 $20,365

40 Miscellaneous
Sunshine @ $1250
Rebates to affiliates three-year average @ $3200 $4,450

41 Programming Expenses

42 Contests

2 dinners @ $15000 ea
Indianapolis flights 5 @ $390 ea
Indianapolis hotel 24 nights @ $216 pn
Seattle flights 5 @ $390 ea
Seattle hotel 24 nights @ $230 pn
Audio-visual @ $2,000
Postage and supplies @ $5,150
Adobe CC subscription @ $200 ea
Per diem 5 @ $240
Essay contest scholarships @ $1,800 $54,954

43 Student Press Law Center
Passthrough of donations
SPLC report 3 @ $10,680 pi $42,234

44 Indianapolis 2016 $94,626
45 Seattle 2017 $84,132

46 Advisers Institute 2015

Food and beverage @ $8,500
Internet @ $2,750
Staff travel 2 @ $390 ea
Staff lodging 10 nights @ $117 pn $13,200

47 Advisers Institute 2016
Printing @ $1000
Shipping @ $500 $1,500



48 Mentoring

Supplies and communications @ $1380
Advisers Institute trainers/chair flight 3 @ $390 pt
Advisers Institute trainers/chair hotel 8 nights @ $150 pn
Advisers Institute new mentors flights 10 @ $390 pt
Advisers Institute new mentors hotel 40 nights @ $150 pn
Advisers Institute food @ $1000
Advisers Institute training AV @ $450
Fall forum food @ $2500
Spring forum food @ $1500
Indianapolis trainer/chair flights 2 @ $390 ea
Indianapolis trainer/chair hotel 8 nights @ $216 pn
Seattle trainer/chair flights 2 @ $390 ea
Seattle trainer/chair hotel 8 nights @ $230 pn
Indianapolis mentor travel/lodging 21 @ $1252 ea
Seattle mentor travel/lodging 15 @ $1310 ea
Stipends @ $65,247 $133,833

49 Outreach Academy

Indianapolis instructor travel/lodging @ $1252
Seattle instructor travel/lodging @ $1310
Food and AV @ $6,000
Substitute pay 17 @ $100
Adviser outreach program @ $4000 $14,262

50 Curriculum
Stipends 10 @ $1000 ea
Advisers Institute flights 11 @ $390
Advisers Institute hotel 37 nights @ $117 pn $18,619

Research Public research grant @ $7500 $7,500
51 Awards

52 Certification

Supplies and communications @ $1000
Indianapolis chair travel/lodging @ $1252
Seattle chair travel/lodging @ $1310
Advisers Institute chair travel/lodging @ $990
Stipends 14 @ $400 ea
Honorariums 18 @ $50 $11,052

53 Journalist of the Year
Seattle chair and winner travel/lodging 2 @ $1310 ea
Scholarship winner @ $3000
Scholarship runners up 6 @ $850 $10,720

54 Future Teacher Scholarships Scholarships 5 @ $1000 ea $5,000

55 Yearbook Adviser of the Year

Seattle winner travel/lodging @ $1310
Presentation expenses @ $1000
Winner @ $1000
Winner's school @ $500
Runners up 4 @ $500 $5,810

56 Broadcast Adviser of the Year

Seattle winner travel/lodging @ $1310
Winner @ $1000
Winner's school @ $500
Runners up @ $500 $3,310

57 Carl Towley Indianapolis winner travel/lodging @ $1252 $1,252



58 Awards Miscellaneous

Plaques @ $3000
Indianapolis chair travel/lodging @ $1252 ea
Seattle chair travel/lodging @ $1310 ea
Advisers Institute TIA winner travel/lodging @ $990
Future administrator scholarship @ $5000
Administrator of the year school award @ $1000
Administrator of the year project grant @ $2500
Indianapolis administrator of the year travel/lodging @
$1252
FAPFA principal project grant @ $2500 $18,804

59 Publications

60 Website
2015 average @ $316 pm
Jeawriteoffs.org development @ $10,000 $13,797

61 Magazine

Supplies @ $400
Communications @ $150
Indianapolis travel/lodging 2 @ $1252 ea
Seattle travel/lodging 2 @ $1310 ea
AEJMC flight 1 @ $390
AEJMC hotel 2 nights @ $250 pn
Stipends @ $7500
Printing and mailing 4 issues @ $5700 pi
Promotion @ $150
Contributors @ $350 $37,364

62 Cost of Sales
63 Resale inventory 70 percent of projected book sales $106,401
64 Shipping 15 percent of projected book sales $22,800
65 Depreciation
66
67
68 TOTAL EXPENSES $1,035,200

NET INCOME $103

NET ORDINARY INCOME -$59,618
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