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How to earn MJE designation 

  Earn your CJE 

  Be an active member of your journalism community 
  Citywide, Districtwide, Statewide, Regional, National level 

involvement counts 

  Keep track of your accomplishments and involvement 

  Complete application any time between earning your CJE 
and your renewal date, as long as you have 5 years of 
teaching journalism and/or advising publication experience 
  http://jea.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/certification/mjeApplication.pdf  



What counts as involvement? 



Go to Meetings 

  It’s not really enough to count attending the General 
Membership meetings at JEA, although we do want your 
attendance at those meetings. 

  If you have a local organization, participate actively in that. 

  If you don’t have a local organization, make an effort to form 
one. 



Take Journalism Courses 
  Take online or local university courses to increase your 

knowledge of the field and your application in the classroom 

  http://www.csjkent.org/index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=83:online-
ma&catid=39:teachers&Itemid=81  



Attend workshops 

  If you don’t have a local workshop, create one! 

  Summer camps 
  You can count teaching as well as attending 

  JEA Advisers’ Institute is amazing 

  http://jea.org/home/news-events-2/advisers-institute/
advregis1/  

  Spring into the new year 

  Falling back into place 

  The winter of our discontent 



Hold an office 

  It’s not that difficult 

  Put yourself out there 

  Dip your toes in the water with a local or state office 

  Help run a convention in your area 

  Offer to assist someone who does hold an office 



Serve on a committee 

  If you see a committee you’d like to join, contact the chair 

  Send your résumé and a letter of application 

  It’s a smart way to get smarter in a hurry 

  Districtwide efforts to educate journalism teachers are a 
great way to get started 

  When you see the listserv announcement, get your 
application ready and send it in 



Judge & Evaluate Publications 

  Listserv notices 

  Check the appropriate boxes in your membership form 

  Send a letter of interest or application to the organization 
  CSPA- invitation only, NSPA- application only 



Publish- Don’t Perish 

  C:JET is always looking for good articles that help advisers 

  Yearbook magazines (run by publishers) often ask for 
articles about a wide variety of topics 

  Your local organization’s newsletter 

  Website materials 



Whew! That seems like a lot! 

 It is, so we don’t expect you to do all of those 
things. That would be insane! 

  Choose three you feel are appropriate for you. Make an 
effort to select one that pushes you to try something new and 
two that are easier or more in your wheelhouse. 

  Do those three things well, and make them WORK FOR YOU- 
not the other way around. 

  Giving back to the profession is rewarding- sometimes more 
than any other work you’ll do.  



Now, on to the Project… 



So, how do I format my proposal? 
  Name, address, email, phone, 

school 

  Project status / anticipated 
completion date 

  Title, format of project 

  Abstract of project 

  Explanation of how this will 
enhance scholastic journalism 
education as well as your 
teaching experience & 
development 

  Explanation of how we can help 
you finish 



So the abstract looks kind of like… 

  Why do we 
need this? 

  How did you do 
this? 

  What was your 
final product? 

  Any notes for 
use? 



What must a project be? 

  Your original work 

  Culled from a variety of credited sources  
  (MLA or APA  citation is acceptable) 

  Specific study (like one used for a master’s degree project) 

  Unit plans & Lesson plans (10 days or more in length) 

  PLC work to create new items for use in teaching 

  In BOTH DIGITAL and HARD COPY for final submission 



No, really… 

  A-Z notebook of yearbook terms used as a handbook / 
textbook 

  Set of Power Points used to teach design 

  Article written for C:JET or Quill & Scroll 

  Published surveys of journalism educators / schools / 
programs 

  What if I already did something like that? 

  http://jea.org/home/commissions-2/certification/master-
journalism-educator/project-guide/  



Another sample project 

  For my MJE I project, I submitted the On-Site Contest 
Coordinator's Binder I had created for the Indiana High 
School Press Association's On-Site Contests the previous 
year. The binder included a judges' list, a timeline, sample 
correspondence, contest directions for each category, 
judging rubrics and prompts A, B and C. I had revamped the 
competition into a three-year contest prompt rotation, so no 
competitors had the possibility of a repeat prompt during 
their time in high school. This binder made it easier for future 
Coordinators to run the program without much fuss or 
preparation. I also burned it to CDs for both JEA and for the 
IHSPA's Executive Director to keep on file. 

-Kim Green, MJE 



And another… 

  A few years later, another Contest Coordinator took the 
competition a step further by creating on-site computer 
design contests in several categories and for multiple 
rotations, making those categories more appropriate to a 
new generation of designers. She used this as her MJE 
project. 

-Kim Green, MJE 



What else do I need? 



And now, on to the test… 

  Want to know that you (a) know your stuff, and (b) know how 
to teach it masterfully, and (c) can mentor new advisers 

  Five essay-style questions, from which you’ll select four to 
answer completely in 2.5 hours (one must be the law & ethics 
question, and you must pass that question) 

  Provide details about teaching as a master teacher would 
  Stand & Deliver is out… Hands-on discovery learning is in 

  You may include anecdotes, but keep them brief 

  Detailed knowledge + mastery of teaching/advising = MJE 



So how are the designations 
different? 

  CJE shows you know what you’re supposed to know 

  MJE shows you can teach others at the “highly effective” level 

  CJE is three years minimum 

  MJE is five years minimum 

  CJE gives you the confidence to try new things 

  MJE holds you accountable for contributions to the profession 



Questions? 

  Cathy Wall cwall@HARRISBURG3.ORG 

  Lizabeth Walsh ewalsh@washoeschools.net 

  Kim Green kgreenmje@gmail.com  


