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Caucuses and primaries provide  
enticing moments for coverage

In the 2008 election, Obama claimed 66 percent of the 
vote of people ages 18 to 29. Current polls place Obama’s 
support with the same age group closer to 52 percent. To 
win the election, he has to be able to bring those people 
back into the 60 percent range. How he is going to do 

that now is the question.
RICHARD BENEDETTO

PHOTO BY TANNER HOISINGTON | Comedian Stephen Colbert speaks as part of a rally at 
the College of Charleston Jan. 20.
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BY HOWARD SPANOGLE AND BRADLEY WILSON, CJE

When participating on a panel of political report-
ers Feb. 18, Torre Jessup explained he was 198 
days away from the official start of the Democratic 

National Convention in Charlotte, N.C. As the district director 
of the 2012 Host Committee, Jessup is thinking about engag-
ing the community, the $100 million to $200 million economic 
impact, the $36.5 million money-raising task and organization 
of 10,000 volunteers. Also, he mentioned a “small matter” of 
preparing for 150,000 media participants who will attend the 
first-day media party at the Charlotte Motor Speedway Sept. 3.

CAROL HANNER is managing editor 
of the North Carolina Winston-Salem 
Journal. channer@wsjournal.com

TORRE JESSUP, deputy executive 
director of external relations for the 
Charlotte In 2012 host committee, 
has worked in U.S. Rep. Mel Watt’s 
Charlotte office for 16 years, most 
recently as district director.

 

PHILLIP JETER is a professor and 
chair of the Department of Mass 
Communications at Winston-Salem 
State University. jeterph@wssu.edu

JIM MORRILL is the chief political 
reporter for The Charlotte Observer in 
North Carolina, where he has worked 
since 1981. jmorrill@charlotteobserver.
com

PHOTOS BY GAGE SKIDMORE | Republican presidential candidates Mitt Romney speaks in Sun Lakes, Ariz., Sept. 14, 2011. | Ron Paul talks at a post-debate rally 
in Mesa, Ariz., Feb. 22, 2012. | Newt Gingrich addresses attendees at the Western Republican Leadership Conference in Las Vegas Oct. 19, 2011. | Rick Santorum 
expresses his views at a rally in Phoenix Feb. 21, 2012.

In comparison with those duties, 
advisers should easily rise to the 
task of inspiring a staff of 20 to 70 
students to vote for coverage of the 
2012 presidential election.

To help, though, advisers and 
editors can benefit from suggestions 
Jessup and his colleagues — Jim 
Morrill, Carol Hanner and mod-
erator Phillip Jeter — made during 
a panel discussion at the fifth annual 
convention of the North Carolina 
College Media Association.

They opted for new strategies to 
match the challenges of the 2012 
election.

UNLIMITED OPPORTUNITY
Morrill: If you can’t get excited 

about covering politics this year, 
there’s something wrong with you. 
… The media has changed. Even 
if you weren’t journalists, you’d be 
journalists. In a way we’re compet-
ing with everybody now. [There are] 
cellphone cameras … bloggers … 
Twitter. Everybody’s a journalist.

The news business has changed 
tremendously. You can get your news 
any time anywhere you want to. 
You can get it in your pocket. It’s a 
24/7 news cycle. All that’s different. 
The industry has changed a lot. The 
Charlotte Observer has about half 
the newsroom size it had 10 years 
ago. We’re doing more with fewer 
resources. There are fewer eyeballs 
watching legislators. Fewer report-
ers cover the legislature now. That 
means you have more news [in state 
capitals] being filtered through the 
eyes of fewer reporters.

North Carolina, [like other states], 
has changed in other ways too … [as 
evident by] the demographics — a 
big Hispanic influx and people mov-
ing down from up north. All that 
changes the politics. It is one of the 
reasons Barack Obama became the 
first Democrat to win North Carolina 
since 1976. That was a pretty big 
transformation.

There’s also a lot that hasn’t 
continued on page 27
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PHOTOS BY GAGE SKIDMORE | Former presidential candidates Herb Cain, past CEO of the National Restaurant Association and Tea Party activist |  
Michele Bachmann, U.S. representative from Minnesota and founder of the Tea Party Caucus | Jon Huntsman, former Utah governor and U.S. ambassador  
to China | Rick Perry, three-term Texas governor. Cain dropped out of the race Dec. 3; Bachmann, Jan. 4; Huntsman, Jan. 16; Perry, Jan. 19.

changed. It is still incumbent on 
us as reporters to tell people who is 
running for office. We have to sort 
things out and make sense of things 
and tell people who these people are 
and what they’re all about.

FAIRNESS STANDARD
Hanner: If you’re covering an elec-

tion, you’re doing one of the most 
(enjoyable) things you can do and 
one of the things with the most per-
ils. Every word you write, tweet or 
post on Facebook will be analyzed.

People’s standards for what they 
want to learn about are changing 
with social media. Reporters are not 
simply writing one story. You’re writ-
ing a body of coverage. When people 
look back at your coverage, will they 
be able to say, “They really seem to 
treat everyone with an even hand.”

Political reporting … means get-
ting information. … A good standard 
part of any story is to go back to the 
campaign contributions. Where’s the 
money? Campaign contributions are 
the source of that. Know that you’re 
being watched not just for the qual-
ity of your story but for the quantity 
of your stories. You’re being mea-
sured on that. There are people who 
will count the number of paragraphs 
devoted to the Democrats and com-
pare that to coverage of Republicans.

REPORTING EFFORT
Hanner: Make sure you have phone 

numbers. How can I reach you later 
today? Be sure right up front to get 

a phone number. When you’re at 
the end of an interview and you ask 
questions that might rile the source a 
bit, the individual might be less will-
ing to give you a phone number.

Always call one more person than 
you intended to, preferably two more 
people. You never know when that 
extra source will give you an extra 
piece of information. … It’ll make 
you a really good reporter. Be careful 
what you say. Any personal opinion 
you express is in public. There’s no 
such thing as a private opinion any 
more. If you want to be seen as neu-
tral, independent and fair-minded, 
then don’t say things that indicate 
your personal opinion.

ONGOING CHALLENGE
Jessup: Our country has under-

gone challenging times since 2008. 
This is an opportunity to show that 
we can reinvent ourselves and move 
on [to current issues]: Youth engage-
ment? Sustainability? Economic 
inclusion?

Hanner: Concentrating on issues 
is one of the most significant chal-
lenges for all media, whether it’s local 
or national. It may be easier on the 
local level because you do not have 
the same level of ads or war chest 
that create drama. Some of the really 
important issues get second shrift.

Keep bringing the coverage back 
to the issues. Where does the can-
didate stand on the issues? Keep the 
campaign focused locally. People do 
position papers on where they stand 
on the issues. Write about them. 
Economy. Jobs. Healthcare reform. 
You can keep the stories focused on 
the topic by telling the interviewee, 
“’I’m doing a story on healthcare 
reform.”

EFFECTIVE PREPARATION
Hanner: Read. Read other political 

coverage. Read about the candidates. 
That’s going to be your best source of 
understanding what is out there. It’s 
very hard to cover a political candi-
date if you don’t know what’s already 
been written. Talk to other people 
who are covering that campaign or 
issue in politics.

Morrill: What’s interesting to you? 
What are the politics behind tuition 
increases? Why are they doing 
it? What are the pressures they’re 
under? Start with something that is 
interesting to you that affects you 
and your friends.

Jeter: Expose yourself to new 
ideas, different perspectives than 
the ones you are most comfortable 
with. n

PHOTO BY GAGE SKIDMORE | Mitt Romney 
speaks at a town hall meeting in Sun Lakes, Ariz., 
Sept. 14, 2011. According to the Associated Press, 
Romney was leading with 415 delegates after 
super Tuesday March 6.

continued from page 25
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People just don’t seem to be able to warm up 
to Mitt Romney, while most seem to think it’s 

inevitable he’s going to win the nomination. “He 
looks presidential. … If you were putting together 
a Hollywood casting of presidential candidates, he 

seems to hit all those buttons.”

RICHARD BENEDETTO

PHOTOS BY GAGE SKIDMORE | Presidential candidates Rick Santorum (2), former U. S. senator from Pennsylvania | Ron Paul, retiring U. S. representative from Texas |  
Newt Gingrich, former U. S. Speaker of the House from Georgia.

RICHARD BENEDETTO, an adjunct professor of 
journalism at American University, is a retired 
White House correspondent and columnist 
for USA Today and political columnist for 
Gannett News Service. He reported on local, 
state and national government and politics 
for nearly 40 years and continues to write 
political commentary for publications such 
as Politico. Benedetto, a founding member 
of USA Today, joined in 1982. He wrote the 
national newspaper’s first Page One cover story. 
Benedetto covered the White House during the 
administrations of Presidents Ronald Reagan, 
George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton and George W. 
Bush. He has covered every national political 
convention since 1972 and every presidential 
campaign since 1984.

JESSICA TAYLOR, a senior analyst/reporter at 
The Rothenberg Political Report, covers House, 
Senate and gubernatorial elections as well as the 
2012 presidential contest. Previously, Jessica was 
editor of National Journal’s House Race Hotline 
and an assistant editor for POLITICO’s 2010 
page, where she reported on House, Senate and 
gubernatorial races and managed their midterm 
website. She also worked for National Journal as 
a staff writer/online producer and then research 
director for The Almanac of American Politics.

Voices of experience
BY BRADLEY WILSON, CJE, AND MALENA CAROLLO

At the Jan. 24 Institute on Political Journalism at Georgetown 
University, college newspaper editors and reporters spoke with 
Richard Benedetto and Jessica Taylor about their analyses of the 
presidential election and both the House and Senate races. 

What do you think will be the top five 
issues of the fall election?

Benedetto: This is easy: The top three 
are the economy, the economy and the 
economy, and all those things that fall 
under those headings such as jobs, 
homes sales, foreclosures, energy prices, 
health care, taxes and spending cuts.

After that I would see national secu-
rity/foreign policy and then perhaps 
education. The media like to play up 
issues such as abortion, minority rights 
and environment, but they generally 
rank low in the minds of most voters 
when they select a president. I know 
this is considered heresy to say it, but 
it is true.

Much can happen with the economy 
between now and next September or 
October when we’re really getting down 
to making the final decision. If the 
economy is looking better and people 
are starting to feel a little bit more con-
fident, they will accrue to Obama’s ben-
efit. If not, if the Republican candidate 
is able to make a better case or sound 
more confident or give people more 
confidence, that’ll be it.

Taylor: The economy is going to be 
front and center no matter who the 
nominee is for the Republicans. All 
other issues trickle down from that, 
including job creation, education, mili-

continued on page 31
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PHOTOS BY GAGE SKIDMORE | Presidential candidates New Gingrich, author, speaker and assistant professor | Ron Paul experienced obstetrician-gynecologist | Mitt 
Romney (2), co-founder of Bain Capital and former governor of Massachusetts

PHOTOS BY JOEL QUINONES | YEEHAW: Presidential candidate Rick Santorum greets Tea Party sup-
porters after they presented him a cowboy hat in honor of his visit to Texas. IN AWE: The night after 
Santorum swept three Republican votes, he held a Tea Party rally in Collin County, Texas — the wealth-
iest county in the United States — as children watched.

A photographer’s perspective 
By JOEL QUINONES | McKinney (Texas) High School

Covering Rick Santorum’s visit to Texas was a daunting task because I’ve done nothing like 
it. With Santorum sweeping the Colorado and Minnesota caucuses and the Missouri primary the 
night before, I knew there was going to be heavy coverage of his cam-
paign so I was nervous. 

First, being new, I figured I would dress up for the occasion. The first 
thing I learned was that press photographers do not dress up. While I 
was sweating my rear off and cleaning my foggy viewfinder, the press 
around me was dry and comfortable. They kept shooting so I learned to 
dress comfortably to avoid missing good shots. 

The second thing I learned was to read and use my press pass. When 
I arrived at one of Rick Santorum’s rallies, there were about 3,000 sup-
porters waiting to see him. I kept wondering how I was going to get 
a shot of him when I couldn’t even get inside. Fortunately, my pass 
enabled me to go beyond the velvet ropes straight to the VIP section next to Santorum’s location.

The third thing I learned was to fight for your shot. Believe it or not, I was not the only press 
photographer at the rallies. There were supposed to be at least 10 different media outlets show-
ing up so I knew that it was going to be a tight fit — and it was. With photographers and video 
camera operators from CNN, CBS, NBC and MSNBC all around me, there was no room for personal 
comfort. When Santorum began his question-and-answer time with the press, things really got 
hectic. Every photographer there, including myself, needed a shot so I had to do whatever it took. 
Leaning over someone’s shoulder or nudging someone to get Santorum in your frame — anything. 
It was nothing personal. It was all business. 

My advice? 
1. Dress comfortably. You’re not there to impress the speaker.
2. If your press pass says “All Access,” it truly means you don’t have to stay with the other 

press photographers. Move around and get a variety of shots. 
3. You must fight for your shot. Don’t be timid.

JOEL QUINONES, a senior at McKinney 
(Texas) High School, is a producer for 
the school’s broadcast, MHS1.

tary spending (as well as) reducing the 
deficit and government spending.

You’re going to see Republicans make 
this much of what Obama has done even 
though when he took office, the economy 
was already on a definite downturn. You’ll 
see Democrats argue that Republicans 
have been in control of the House this 
past year and what has happened.

If you were a high school reporter covering 
the 2012 presidential election, what angle 
would you take?

Benedetto: The youth vote (18- to 
29-year-olds) was instrumental in elect-
ing President Obama in 2008. He 
received 66 percent of that vote, his 
highest percentage of any age group. 
However, he is now polling about 53 
percent approval with that group today. 
Reporters should consider stories about 
how each candidate is trying to appeal 
to young voters in this election. Also, 
Obama came into office promising to do 
a lot to improve education. What effort 
has he made to fulfill that promise?

Taylor: The candidates will be discuss-
ing issues that will directly impact teen-
agers in the immediate years to come, 
including the economy, job growth, taxes, 
education and the military. Now is the 
time to pay attention to these issues. 

How can high school students localize 
the 2012 national elections? Should they? 
Or should they simply focus on the big, 
national issues?

Benedetto: Local, local, local. Reporters 
should talk to a lot of students to hear 
what they are saying and to come up 

continued on page 33
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11In-DepthJan. 18, 2012

Students missing from political discussion

Where are you on the political spectrum?

ImmIgratIon:
Our country was 
founded upon 
immigration. 
It also leads 
to a workforce 
that is willing to 
work hard and 
more talented 
individuals.

ImmIgratIon:
we should grant 
citizenship to 
immigrants here 
illegally because 
it is better to 
know who is in 
our country. we 
should then take 
measures to 
secure all borders.

ImmIgratIon:
Immigration is 
taking jobs away 
from Americans 
and creating a 
financial drain on 
our government, 
which has to 
pay for their 
health care and 
schooling for 
them. 

gay marrIage:
Gay marriages 
should be 
legalized in all 
states, because 
the government 
should not have 
the right to 
choose who we 
can and cannot 
marry.

gay marrIage:
The government 
should stay out 
of marriage all 
together. Let ev-
eryone be allowed 
a civil union, and 
leave marriages to 
the church.

gay marrIage:
Our country 
was founded 
upon Christian 
principles, which 
dictate marriage 
is between a man 
and a woman. Gay 
marriage should not 
be legalized.

abortIon:
women should 
have the right to 
choose in some 
situations. 
However, there 
should be some 
restrictions 
based on 
circumstance.

abortIon:
women should 
have the right to 
choose whether 
or not to have 
children or not, 
the government 
should not be 
able to choose 
for them.

abortIon:
Abortion should 
be illegal 
regardless of 
the situation, 
as it is taking 
a human life. 
Abortion is no 
different from 
murder. 

envIronment:
The government 
needs to take 
further steps 
to protect our 
planet. This may 
mean taxing 
companies who 
are responsible for 
high greenhouse 
gas emissions.

envIronment:
The govern-
ment should take 
some measures 
to protect the 
environment as 
long as they do 
not interfere with 
businesses, as 
this could create 
another drain on 
our economy.

envIronment:
The government 
has already done 
too much. It is not 
the role or the right 
of the government 
to interfere in 
issues such as the 
environment when 
scientists still debate 
whether global 
warming is an issue.

LiberaL

ConServative

repubLiCanDemoCrat

A  look at the group and 
its dependence on the 
Republican Party

By Tricia O’Neill

In-Depth Editor

In 2009, the Tea Party Movement emerged 
on the political scene as a response to the fiscal 
irresponsibility that landed the United States in a 
recession. The movement was labeled a phase due 
to its extremist views. However, three years later, 
the party has not faded into the dust, but rather, it 
has grown and expanded its influence throughout 
the Republican Party. 

While the Tea Party’s endorsement has swayed 
many elections and could have led to Republican 
victories, the movement does not directly affiliate 
itself with either party. It does, however, serve 
as a bridge between the far right and moderate 
Republican views.

The Tea Partiers have in a sense become the 
bullies of Washington, threatening use of their 
voting influence if voting demands are not met. 
Many liberals have labeled the movement and its 
participants as terrorists, pointing fingers at the 
movement as a catalyst for the partisanship that 
has left millions of Americans dissatisfied with the 
political system. Others argue that the movement 
could be necessary in solving some of America’s 
biggest issues.

“I’m in complete agreement with the motive,” 
senior Evan Washington said. “We are so far in debt 
that this movement could possibly alleviate that.”

Many of the more moderate Republicans have 
little choice in voting, as failure to adhere to the 

Tea Party’s agenda could lead to a new source of 
competition during re-elections. 

The question of what the Tea Party means 
for America remains at the forefront of many 
Americans’ minds. Can our country continue to run 
amid the blind partisanship of today’s politicians? 
Republicans must make the decision of whether 
their target voting audience should be conservative 
liberals or extreme conservatives. Some believe 
this could lead to the emergence of the Tea Party 
as a dominant political party that could rival the 
Republican and Democratic Parties.

“I agree in principal with 
their goals of reducing 
bureaucracy and improving 
transparency,” senior Derrick 
Hollenback said. “But I’ve yet 
to see anything from them 
that shows they’re anything more 
then a subset of the Republican party.”

However, even if the Tea Partiers decided to 
nominate their own candidates for office outside 
of the Republican Party, there is no real way for 
them to win. Their political ideology when it 
comes to issues such as homosexual marriages and 
other “hot-button” topics effectively eliminates a 
substantial portion of potential voters. 

“From what I’ve seen they’ve been extremely 
discriminatory, hateful and are mainly radical 
Christians who would like to turn America into a 
Christian theocracy,” Hollenback said.

There is no real way for them to ensure their 
goals are executed and accomplished without the  
help of the Republican Party. However, if they did 
become their own party, that is not to say they would 
not have an influence when it comes to elections, as 
the votes they would receive would have to come 
from one of the two parties. Their power would 

likely be not in the votes they could win, but the 
votes that they could steal from another party.

Having an additional dominant party could, 
without a doubt, benefit the American system. 
However, this third party would have to fall in the 
middle of the Republican-Democratic spectrum of 
ideology in order to have any lasting impact. The 
Tea Party, with its extremist views, does not meet 
this criteria. Therefore, it can only survive 
while attached to the back of the 
Republican Party. 

Why the tea party will remain a movement

Which political party do 
you identify with most?

Which republican 
candidate do you think 
has the best chance?

How knowledgable do you 
think you are about the 

candidates?

If you are over 18, are 
you planning to vote?

Q. With the way the Republican party 
presidential primaries are going, do you 
believe Mitt Romney will ultimately end up 
winning the nomination, or is there another 
contender to take the lead?
A. I don’t believe Romney can ultimately win votes 
in other states therefore it will be more possible 
for Ron Paul. He is considered the most liberal 
candidate, so he will be able to achieve votes from 
both parties.

Q. What do you think are Obama’s strongest 
achievements to cite in the election?
A. Many critics argue that President Obama has 
not done much as president. In my opinion, I 
disagree because it is not easy for him to pass 
anything with the majority of the House being 
Republican. Obama’s strongest achievements are 
getting a health care reform bill passed through 
Congress. During Bush’s presidency, he had many 
attempts to hunt down Osama Bin Laden. Unlike 
Bush, President Obama actually got the task done.

Q. How well do you think Obama has addressed 
economic and unemployment issues-- two of 
the top issues for the presidential election?
A. In office, Obama has mostly tried to protect the 
people who contribute to the economy. Obama has 
prevented credit card companies from imposing 
arbitrary rate increases on customers. This 
protects those who are already financially unstable 
while allowing them to spend more with lower 
credit rates. Obama has implemented tax cuts for 
3.5 million small businesses so that employees can 
have health care. What I find most important is 
that he eliminated subsidies to private lenders of 
student loans and protected student borrowers. 
also significantly expanded Pell grants, which help 
low-income students pay for college.

Q. What effect do you believe Obama’s 
performance in office will have on the 
upcoming election?
A. A lot of voters have not noticed what President 
Obama has done and a lot of them do not want to 
see him in the second term. I think that everyone 
should allow Obama to have a second term so 
that he can pass his bills and at least attempt to 

bring our economy back into a 
surplus. The last president to 
do that was a Democrat and I 
believe a Democrat will do it 
again.

Q Do you believe the 
Republican party could 
potentially steal away re-
election from Obama and 
why?
A. It is possible for the 
Republican Party to win the 
election. However, they have 
candidates that argue the 
troops need to be sent back, 
that make claims that they 
cannot back up, that focus on 
Republican issues (gun control 
and abortion) and therefore 
are not gaining Democrat 
votes. I want Obama to win the 
election, but it is too soon to tell 
if the Republicans will take the 
presidency from him.

Young Democrat’s view on the election
Paul Singh’s opinion on Obama’s 
presidency and the primary

How to 
register to 

vote
1 The first step in registering 

to vote is making sure you 
are eligible. This means you 
must be at least 18 years of 
age, be a resident of Virginia 
and a U.S. citizen. In addition, 
you cannot be registered or 
plan to vote in another state.

2 If you are eligible, you 
can then pick up a form at 

DMV locations, public libraries, 
voter registration offices or 
from armed forces recruitment 
offices. You may also print one 
out from online at  www.sbe.
virginia.gov.

3 You must ensure that 
you fill out the application 

before the registration 
deadline. For primary and 
general elections, this is 22 
days in advance. For special 
elections this is between 
seven and 13 days before the 
election.

4 Once the form is mailed 
or submitted, a voter 

registration card should arrive 
by mail shortly after. If it 
does not, contact your local 
registrar’s office.

44%

7%
36%

6%

to what to degree are 
you in favor with tea 

Party policies?

7%

31%

11%

34%

13%
11%

How influential do you 
think the tea Party will 
be during the election 

process?
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on your smartphone, 
scan the code above 
using the application 
“Qr Code” to take a 
political ideology quiz 
by the PeW research 
Center

take this online quiz to 
learn more about your 

political ideology:

IllustratIons by trIcIa o’neIll

–Compiled by Abby Converse

–Compiled by Abby Converse

For the full interview, 
use your smartphone to 
scan the Qr code.

No
41%

Yes
39%

Unsure
20%

60%

14%
13%

7% 6%
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What the student’s have to say about the election
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What you need to know about the issues:
Survey methodology: The 
survey was distributed during 
all lunches on wed, Jan 11. Of 
the 200 surveys distributed, 
150 were returned and counted

Paul Singh

Presidential primary provokes 
little interest in teenagers

DaNa Filipczyk

Staff Writer

For those interested in politics, every four 
years, it “that time” again. The new presidential 
election season is gearing up, the Republican Party 
presidential primaries have begun, and political 
parties are preparing for the big date in November. 
Despite the national attention to the election, AHS 
students are mostly uninterested.  
Students with a great enthusiasm for politics join 
the Young Democrats and Young Republican clubs, 
but this year even they seem to be struggling. 
Young Republicans was formed so that conservative 
students could meet and help advertise for an 
upcoming election, but second quarter has almost 
ended and the club has yet to be fully organized. 
Club officers have not been elected either, and 
members have been struggling to choose a viable 
Republican candidate to endorse.

“They’re just divided,” Young Republicans 
sponsor and Government teacher Fred Zuniga 
said. “When we had our first meeting, we had a few 
kids, maybe two or three who liked Romney, but 
the others didn’t. Two or three liked Gingrich, but 
the others didn’t. They want a perfect candidate, 
someone who appeals to every one’s interests, but 
there isn’t one, and that is why they are divided.”

But division is not the only issue lowering 
enthusiasm about these clubs. The media was 
willing to begin coverage in February of last year, 
but for many students, the timing is too early. The 
new year and the Republican Party primaries have 
only begun and neither party will have a nominee 
officially announced until the conventions take 
place in late August and early September.

“This year is an off year, but when September 

starts the Young Republicans can start up,” Zuniga 
said. “Every other year is a curse.”

But student’s apathy is not just a result of the 
date. Some students simply do not care, while 
other’s find the political process hard to follow and 
that they have little knowledge on the issues.

“I’m not interested because the issues are too 
complicated,” sophomore Joselin Hoyos said.  

As junior Luisa Olivo sees it, students are also 
involved in time consuming school work and other 
extra-curricular activities instead of paying close 
attention to the election.

“I don’t have the time [to follow politics],” Olivo 
said.

Zuniga, however is more hopeful for the future. 
“These kids are all worried about their college 
essays and applications,” Zuniga said. “Don’t be 
down because these kids aren’t engaged. They’ll get 
engaged, it just takes time.”

Many students also feel that some of the issues 
don’t concern them. Most may not be old enough to 

vote in the next election.
Other students are disillusioned with the political 

process, and the lack of unity in the  government 
creates a harsh environment that dissuades some 
students from being involved.

“[Politics] are too dramatic and I don’t like the 
fighting between the political parties,”  junior Alba 
Campos said. “They tell you they’re going to do 
something, and then they don’t; they’re liars.”

According to the presidential race survey recently 
distributed, 60 percent of students affiliated 
themselves more with the Democratic Party 
compared to 14 percent for the Republican Party. 
President Barack Obama is believed to be the clear 
candidate to win the primary for the Democratic 
Party. He is virtually running unopposed. The 
majority of the students who favor the Democratic 
Party do not have much to be involved in right now. 
With the Republican party, even though the process 
of the primaries is beginning, due to less support, 
student interest in this election is low.

The layout of this election so far compared to 
the 2008 election has possibly played a big part as 
well. The 2008 election is considered one of the most 
historic presidential elections of all time, where the 
nation could of potentially had the first African 
American or woman president.

“That election was really close and it was 
exciting,” Zuniga said. “Obama and Hiliary were so 
exciting. There’s no excitement now.”  

Caucasus and primaries for the Republican 
Party have been held in states so far that may not 
pose any interest to the students. The Virginia 
primary may influence enthusiasm, but it will not 
take place until March 6.  

“I would just like kids to get involved, and to find 
out about their government and vote, because if you 
don’t then the participation is very low and it won’t 
be reflective of what we want,” Zuniga said. “Our 
government is only as good as its people.”

republicans
• consumers informed to choose 

best plan for themselves
• against government control of 

system
• foster competition between 

private companies to lower 
costs

10 Jan. 18, 2012In-Depth

Students missing from political discussion

republicans
• gun ownership enables 

Americans to defend themselves, 
property, and communities

• oppose federal licensing of law-
abiding gun owners

• gun control laws penalize law-
abiding citizens, not criminals

democrats
• support government regulation 

of health care
• passed and support Affordable 

Care Act
• tax cut to small business to 

compensate for employe 
coverage

economy
republicans

• lower taxes on families and 
individuals

• tax credits for heath care and 
medical costs

• support employers providing 
automatic enrollment in tax-
deffered savings programs

democrats
• passed recovery Act
• cut taxes on working families
• strengthen consumer protection 

for credit card or bank loan 
holders

• tax cuts to small businesses 
and “green” businesses

democrats
• support federal gun licensing
• support tough gun control
• increase obsession restrictions 

including ban on semi-
automatic weapons

republicans
• preserve traditional 

understanding of marriage
• traditional family structure 

provides best stable 
environment for children

• state’s right not to recognize 
same-sex “marriages”

democrats
• generally support same-sex 

marriage
• majority support LBGT anti-

descrimination laws
• do not include issue in party 

platform

gay marriage

republicans
• believe abortion is an assault on 

the sanctity of innocent  human 
life

• work with women to provide 
other choices besides abortion

• 14th Amendment’s protections 
should apply to unborn children

democrats
• protect women’s right to choose
• support Stem Cell research
• educate teens about abstinence 

and contraception
• some oppose legislation 

protecting born-alive failed 
abortions

abortion

Defining terms

republican Party:
Also known as 

the GOP (Grand 
Old Party) they 

support close 
adherence to the 
constitution and 
a limited federal 

government

democratic Party: 
Party that 
generally supports 
a socially liberal 
and progressive 
platform, 
particularly on 
issues of social 
justice

Conservatism:
A  political and social philosophy 
promoting traditional institutions and 
gradual change in society

liberalism:
A political and social philosophy founded 
on the importance of liberty and equal 
rights

libertarian Party:
This political party 

favors minimally 
regulated markets, 
strong civil liberties 

and freedom of 
trade and travel to 

all foreign countries

democrats
• Provide next generation 

access to first-rate education
• Students loan reform to make 

college more affordable
• Instituted “race to the Top”
• Provides incentive for 

educational improvement

noninterventionist:
A  foreign policy 
that political 
leaders should 
avoid alliances 
with other nations 
while maintaining 
diplomacy

Interventionism:
A policy of proactive involvement in 
another nation-state’s economy, society, 
or politics

republicans
• english First approach
• Support parental options, 

such as home schooling and 
all boy/girl classes

• “No Child Left Behind” 
program

education

gun Control

Health Care

“ [Planned 
Parenthood’s ] 
early objective 
was to  help kill 
black babies before 
they came into the 
world.” 

Claims that in the 
stimulus package 
“is anti-Christian 

legislation that 
will stop churches 
from using public 

schools for meeting 
on Sundays, as well 

as Boy Scouts and 
student Bible study 

groups.”

“We’re only 
inches away 
from ceasing 

to be a free 
market 

economy.”

“A new 
national poll 

shows the 
majority of 

the American 
people believe 

we should 
have a gold 
standard” 

for U.S. 
currency.”

“Speaker Pelosi 
... has been busy 
sticking the 
taxpayer with her 
$100,000 bar tab 
for alcohol on the 
military jets that 
she’s flying.” 

“Our kids 
can’t openly 
celebrate 
Christmas 
or pray in 
school.”

While on the campaign trail, the 
republican candidates have made 
numerous statements. These 
earned a “False” or  “Pants-on-
fire” rating on Politifacts.com’s 
truth scale.

that’s what
 they said:

“Any child born 
prematurely, 

according to the 
president, in his 
own words, can 

be killed.”

rick Santorum

Herman Cain

newt gingrich

michelle bachmann

mitt romney

rick Perry

ron Paul

vote?
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What you need to know about the issues:

–Compiled by Liz Wilson from various official party platforms

From The A-Blast, Annandale (Va.) High School; Alan Weintraut, adviser
Elizabeth Wilson and Tricia O’Neill, co-editors

ELIZABETH WILSON, IN-DEPTH EDITOR | Our primary purpose was to help students get a sense of what the issues 
are and where they might fall on the political spectrum because as we saw through our first story, most teens are not 
engaged in the political debate this election. A teacher at our school provided interesting insight into why students 
are less engaged. As the students in the article demonstrate, many feel that the issues are too complicated. To help 
simplify things, we created the chart and compiled the definitions as well as information about how to register to vote. 
We specifically went for hand-drawn cartoons over real pictures of the candidates to make the page more accessible. 
That’s also why we included the funny quotes from the politicians, survey results and an overall bright color scheme. 
We wanted to show students they do have something to say and they can engage in the debates.

PHOTOS BY GAGE SKIDMORE | Rick Santorum responding at a rally in Phoenix Feb. 21. | Newt Gingrich explaining ideas at the 2012 Conservative Political Action 
Conference in Washington, D.C., Feb. 10 | Mitt Romney speaking at a grassroots rally in Mesa, Ariz., Feb. 13 | Rick Santorum talking in Phoenix Feb. 12.

with stories based upon what they hear 
— not what reporters wish they heard 
or expected to hear but what they actu-
ally heard. Test … issues on them, such 
as how the lagging economy affected 
their families or them directly. Also, 
consider stories about how students are 
involved in campaigns, presidential or 
local candidates.

Taylor: National issues are local issues 
to voters. … That doesn’t mean student 
journalists shouldn’t look at the smaller 
and bigger pictures, which can coexist 
in the same narrative. 

The national election is the prominent 
one. But there are tons of other elections 
from “dogcatcher” to school board to 
county commissioner to governor. Should 
students cover those elections? Why or 
why not?

Benedetto:  It goes without saying 
that local elections are interesting to 
local voters when the media cover them.

I can honestly say that I never had 
more fun and never was more powerful 
than when I was covering local govern-
ment and politics early in my career. It 
taught me to respect and admire people 
who offer themselves up as public ser-
vants, a respect and admiration I never 
lost throughout my career. Young, aspir-
ing reporters should try to get to know 
local politicians. They will come away 
from the process less cynical.

Taylor: Local elections and particu-
larly statewide elections are important. 
These are the future leaders who we’ll 
see playing larger roles going forward, 
and it is important to follow and scruti-
nize them now. n

Our primary purpose was to help students get 
a sense of what the issues are and where they 

might fall on the political spectrum.

ELIZABETH WILSON

continued from page 31
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